
READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

Is 50:4-7  

I did not cover my face against 

insult and I know I will not be 

ashamed. 

Phil 2:6-11  

He humbled himself to become 

like us and God raised him on 

high. 

Lk 22:14-23-56  

The passion of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Monday 
Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 

Tuesday 

Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33,36-38 

Wednesday 

Is 50:4-9; Mt 26:14-25 

Thursday—Holy Thursday 

Ex 12:1-8,11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  

Jn 13:1-15 

Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12; Hebrews 

4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1 - 19:42 

Saturday—Easter Vigil 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NEXT SUNDAY 

EASTER SUNDAY 

MASS OF THE DAY 

Acts 10:34. 37-43 

Colossians 3:1-4 

John 20:1-9 
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Passion Sunday 
March 28th, 2010—Year C 

We warmly welcome all 
parishioners and visitors to 

today’s Eucharist. 
 

Our responses today are: 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Six days before the solemn Passover 
the Lord cam to Jerusalem, and 
children waving palm branches ran out 
to welcome him. They loudly praise 
the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are you who have come to us 
so rich in love and mercy. 
 

Psalm Response 
My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory! Christ became obedient for 
us even to death, dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high and 
gave  him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
Father, if this cup may not pass, but I 
must drink it, then your will be done. 
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How do I prepare to keep Holy Week and 
Easter Triduum? 

The Jesuit Gerald O‘Collins’ article on Holy Saturday 
in The Pastoral Review prompted me to write this for 
our newsletter.  I was pleased and encouraged by 
your attendance and participation at the                  
Wednesday and Thursday Reconciliation Services.  
Coming together as a community celebrating God’s 
forgiveness has merits in preparing us for the Easter 
mysteries.  The information sheet put together by Liz 
will help us to understand what happens in the              
liturgies and to participate as a worshipping                         
community. I hope we will prepare ourselves in a way 
that will help us to engage and reflect in order to 
keep the Easter Triduum, and to shift our gaze to the 
Crucified Christ.  These are a few adapted                       
suggestions which you might find helpful to keep 
your focus on the Crucified Christ.  Your Bible is a 
necessary accompaniment during this week.  
 

How might we spend Holy Week? 
Clear your diary and cease from too many activities, 
try to keep your days simple, eat simply and do less.  
Wind down for the Triduum.  Lent ends on Holy 
Thursday, how are you different from on Ash 
Wednesday? Has Lent this year helped you in any 
way? Have you kept your resolutions?  
Plan your week on how you are going to spend your 
time?  Make time:  Switch off the television, minimise 
computer use and telephone time, limit                                 
conversations, enter into a reflective mood and learn 
to relish silence. 
Listen to the readings, savour your thoughts and 
feelings, bring your experiences in life to these days, 
how do they correspond to your faith? 
What do you pray for during these days? 
For whom do you pray? 
How do we feed ourselves with scripture?                                                
 

1 Recall imaginatively one of the characters, a  
particular person or some person in the gospels.  
Imagine how they would have spent their time?  
What would they be saying to their friends and  
family?  Let us keep company with Simon of Cyrene, 
Mary mother of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea,  
Nicodemus and other holy women mentioned in the 
passion narrative and share in their grief, memories 
and prayers. 
2 Another way is to be in the scene; Galilee,                     
Jerusalem, Gethsemane, Golgotha, the supper room, 
finally outside the tomb. 
3 Use some of the favourite titles of Jesus as part of 
your prayer; Bread of life, Good Shepherd, Lamb of 
God, The way, the truth and the life, the Crucified 

God.   Fr Anthoni ofm 

This weekThis weekThis weekThis week  
Die with Christ a little this week.  

Fast from food, TV or entertainment. 
Try to be less distracted as you  

prepare for Easter. 
 



FRIARS OF THE PARISHES 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 
Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 
Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours:  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 
__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 
9.00 am—10.30 am 

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 
______________________________ 
In the event of needing a  

priest urgently, please  
telephone 9890 2231 at any  

time of the day. 
__________________________ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronika Bellis            Liz Clark 
Pat Cleary          Dianna Hardy 
Breta Cohen               Carmel Purdey         
Ann-Marie Diggins Monique Waring       
Jane D’Souza                (ex-officio) 
Anthony Kennedy  
Peter Leonard     
Next meeting : 6 May 2010  
______________________________ 
 
LITURGY TIMES  
St Clare’s 

Sunday          9.00am 
Weekdays:   

Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 

Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 
Sunday              8.00 am  

   10.00am 
 (Italian)                11.30 am  

    5.00 pm 
Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 

Confessions: 
Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 

other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
________________________________ 

 
MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS 
Bookings can be made with the 
St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 
and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 
weeks notice, so that the family can 
be visited & parents can attend a 
preparation course. 
 
BAPTISMS  

St Francis Xavier’s— 
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  

12.30 pm  
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  

 
 

 
The LIFE WALK 2010 will be held from Friday, 
April 9 to Sunday, April 11, from Crib Point to 
Melbourne.  This walk raises awareness of the 
“LIFE” issues and the walkers, through                   
sponsorship, raise vital funds to sustain Right to 
Life’s work in Pregnancy Counselling,                     
community education and political lobbying.                 
If you would like to take part, for two or three 
days or two or three hours, please contact Right 
to Life on 9387 7098 or fax 9387 2182. If you 
would like to sponsor a walker, ring Judy -           
9878 4212. 
The RTL Political Action Committee is also                
asking for help for prolife candidates in the State 
election later this year - letterboxing, telephon-
ing supporters; if you can help, even for a few 
hours, please fill in a form - available from             
prolife board, SFX or the back of SC - and send 
it in.  If there are no forms, ring Judy  -                   
9878 4212 or Right to Life - 9387 7098. 
 

SUNDAY 28 MARCH              PALM SUNDAY 

THURSDAY 1 APRIL                7.30PM         
HOLY THURSDAY             

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER IN BOTH CHURCHES 
(FOLLOWED BY NIGHT PRAYER) 

FRIDAY 2 APRIL                   10.00AM  
GOOD FRIDAY                  11.00AM   
                                             3.00PM 

YOUTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT SFX 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT ST CLARE’S 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION (SC & SFX) 

MONDAY 29 MARCH              8.30AM 
                                                                                       

SENIOR  MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX   
(CALL JUDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) 

TUESDAY 30 MARCH           11.00AM 
                                           12.00PM 
                                           12.45PM 
                                             7.30PM 

CHRISM MASS AT ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 
COMMUNION SERVICE AT SFX 
LEGION OF MARY (SFX PHMR) 
RCIA (SFX PHMR) 

WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH        8.30AM                          TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY) 

SATURDAY 3 APRIL                
                                             9.00AM 
                                             4.00PM 
                                             7.00PM 

NO WALKING GROUP TODAY! 
MORNING PRAYER AT SC (FOLLOWED BY RECONCILIATION) 
RECONCILIATION AT SFX 
EASTER VIGIL AT BOTH CHURCHES 

SUNDAY 4 APRIL 
EASTER SUNDAY 

NO EVENING MASS AT SFX 

R.C.I.A 
The whole community is invited to join our 
4 Elect for the ceremonies of Baptism and  

Reception into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil at St Francis Xavier - 7pm, Saturday 

April 3.  
 

Following the Mass we will celebrate together 
in the hall. You are requested to bring a plate 

of food/drink to share for supper. 
_____________________________________ 

“His light of Prayer and Devotion shone  
among us!” 

FR HUGO DE MARIA OFMCAP RIP 
Born Kalkara MALTA: 2/4/1922  
Died Sydney, Australia 19/3/2010 

_____________________________ 
ROSARY STATUE—NOTE CORRECTED DATE 
The Rosary Statue will be in SFX Church for 
the week beginning Sunday 11th April. The 
Rosary will be recited before the Midday Mass 
each day for parishioners now resident in 
nursing homes. 

 

EASTER ROSTER 
ST CLARE’S 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Readers—M Hardy, T Nicholson 
Commentator—P Sakowski 
Ministers of the Eucharist—  
H Keown, P Ciccotosto, D Tan, I D’Amato,  
A McGovern, D Wolbers, P Wolbers 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Readers—J Sakowski, K McMahon 
Commentator—A McGovern 
Ministers of the Eucharist— 
D Tan, J Murphy, I D’Amato 
 

EASTER VIGIL 
Readers—P Fitzgerald, M Hardy, D Hardy,  
T Nicholson  
Commentator—C Abiad 
Ministers of the Eucharist— 
T Shallvey, P O’Brien, P Ciccotosto, J Murphy, 
P Cleary, H Keown, F Fitzgerald 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Readers—K McMahon, J Sakowski 
Commentator—P Sakowski 
Ministers of the Eucharist—tbc  
 
 

EASTER ROSTER 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
Oils—Mary Clare Fazio, Eileen Kimmet,  
Sidney Ahn 
Feet Washing—Anne & Neville Large,                   
Maureen O’Brien, Minto Felix, Margaret                
Sinclair, Katerina Poropat, Joan Mack,                         
Margaret Coghlan, Annie Setiawan, 
Lisa Barnes, Bernie Parsons, Sr Felicitas 
Readers—M Edwards, M Felix 
Commentator—tbc 
Eucharistic Ministers—Frs Anthoni, Peter,  
Cormac, Theo, R Meyers, J Wells, M Sinclair, 
M Kirwan 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Readers—P Fitzgerald, F Neyland 
Gospel—P Fitzgerald 
Eucharistic Ministers—Frs Theo, Anthoni,  
Tina D’Andrea, J Morison, F Fitzgerald 
 

EASTER VIGIL 
Readers—M Williamsz, R Meyers, M Nevada, 
L Hughes 
Commentator—tbc 
Reader—L Clark 
Eucharistic Ministers—M Rossely, M 
O’Brien, F Neyland, J Hickey 



ROSTERS 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S—April 4 
 
SPECIAL ROSTERS FOR EASTER 
 
Altar Linen        
March 28 R Meyers 
April 4  H Emery 
Counters 
March 28 B&C Parsons 
April 4  J Reid, M Rossely 
Collectors 5pm 
March 28 L Soulsby 
April 4  NO 5 PM MASS 
 
Rosary Statue 
March 28—M&L Soulsby, 7 Simpsons Rd 
April 4—M &L Soulsby, 7 Simpsons Road 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator 
March 28 G Amato  
April 4  G Tabbachiera 
Lettori   
March 28 J Adamo, C Ingrosso 
April 4  L Ferola, S Faulisi 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
March 28 D Amato, G Tabacchiera 
April 4  R Bidinost,M Casamento 
 
ST CLARE’S—APRIL 4 
 
SPECIAL ROSTER FOR EASTER 
 
Piety Stall—April 4 
9.00am  Farry family 
_________________________________ 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
The School Office is open from 8.30am - 
4.00pm Monday to Friday during school 
term. Tours of the School are held on the 
following dates.  The tours are for               
approximately 1 hour. Please meet at the 
school office by 9.10am for Monday tours 
and10.50am for Sunday tour. Mondays @ 
9.15am—19 April, 3 May, 24 May, 19 
July,  9 August, 6 September, 11 October 
and Sunday 11am on 2 May 
_________________________________ 
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 
Suit active mature male.                                              
Phone 9898 1865. 

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER    

� ‘Father, into your hands I                   
commit my spirit’. Are you 
ready for this? What will it 
mean for your life in the                
future? 

We welcome all new parishioners. Please 
complete one of the blue forms at the 

back of the church, and place on  
collection plate/in box provided.  
A parish rep. will contact you to 

 welcome you and advise you of the  
activities and organisations at St  
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
In a world of inequality we are 
called to hunger and thirst for 
what is right. In this week’s          
Project Compassion story we 
meet Bule from Malawi.                   
Malawi is one of the poorest                 
countries in the world and its 
people have continued to 
suffer a food crisis, food 
shortages, poor health and environmental 
degradation. Bule is participating in a                 
Caritas Australia-supported project that is 
addressing this food insecurity and                      
malnutrition. It provides training in                          
sustainable agriculture practices that                   
enables families like Bule to have access to 
enough food, safe water and a small but 
regular income. Your donation to Project 
Compassion empowers vulnerable                        
communities to become self sufficient. 
___________________________________ 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EDDIE 
& ESMÉ VAN DER WESTHUIZEN 
ON THEIR GOLDEN WEDDING                      

ANNIVERSARY—APRIL 2nd.     

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

entertainment booksentertainment booksentertainment booksentertainment books™    
SFX Parents & Friends are once again  
offering the popular Entertainment™ Books. 
The Entertainment™ Book is a restaurant 
and activity guide that provides special 25 to 
50% off and 2-for-1 offers from many of the 
best     restaurants, hotels and attractions 
t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  &  N ew                         
Zealand.  Books are $65 each, with $13 
from every book going to the school. Phone 
Clare on 0448 468 259 
or buxtonrayandclaire@bigpond.com 
___________________________________ 
MAKING THE SIGN OF THE CROSS           
Gerard Moore reminds us that making the 
Sign of the Cross entails a serious                      
commitment:                                                                        
‘Jesus’ passion (sufferings unto death)                        
involved a violent, relentless stripping of his 
identity as a human being. Scourged, 
mocked and naked, he walked in solidarity 
with those in society who were outcasts and 
the recipients of others’ derision. In all this 
he was left friendless. He walked with the 
abandoned.                                                                        
‘Carrying his own cross, he became a public 
spectacle for his own people. His rejection 
was complete. His death was a public sport. 
His religious leaders betrayed him. His                 
crucifixion was at the hands of the enemy, 
and it was associated with the crucifixions of 
criminals. His burial was rushed, with less 
than proper arrangements, without custom 
or dignity. Even in death, Jesus was a                  
nuisance, disrupting the temple worship. It 
fell to a non-believer to provide for him.                              
‘When we mark our bodies with the Sign of 
the Cross we symbolize the suffering of 
Christ. We also symbolize our commitment 
to those in the same position as him. In his 
passion, Jesus was stripped of human                           
dignity. In the Sign of the Cross we make a 
commitment to stand in solidarity with those 
whose human dignity is under threat.’                        
Excerpts from an article by Gerard 
Moore.  Full text at:                                             
http://www.churchresources.info/
missionspirit/0210/MOORE.pdf      

 This week I’ve really 

struggled to find men who are 

available to assist in ministry for the Easter 

ceremonies. I realize that at least 80% of 

those listed or readily available to help here 

are women. What’s happened to the men     

under 65? Are they so immersed in work, or 

in family life, that they find it hard to fit 

church life in? Are their needs being met in 

other ways? Do we provide what they need to 

bring them closer to God? What can we              

offer—for our young men as well as the more 

mature? Perhaps a better question is—what 

do they need/want? I intend to suggest that 

this be a particular point for investigation by 

the Parish Pastoral Council this year. I have 

been wondering for some  time what  makes  

church life attractive, why people come                    

regularly and faithfully.  Certainly we can see 

that some people have found us fascinating, 

judging by the four beautiful young women in 

our RCIA program. On Wednesday night, the 

bishop presided at the reconciliation service 

at SFX. That was a draw card—I’ve not seen 

so  many in attendance at reconciliation in 10 

years here. Maybe one of our revered friars 

could become a bishop! I’m particularly                 

interested to know what would catch the                

attention of young people,  of families and 

our male parishioners. I’d be interested to 

hear from anyone with some bright, fresh 

ideas. 

I also acknowledge with gratitude those men 

of the parish who have done their share over 

the years. 
Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 

From Fr Ben 
Drag your thoughts away from your 
troubles…...by the ears, by the heels, 
or any other way you can manage it. 
Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

MELBOURNE'S PLANS FOR WORLD 
YOUTH DAY 2011 
While it may still seem as if it is a 
long way off, the next                     
international World Youth Day 
will be held in Madrid, Spain 
from 16–21 August 2011.                
Basic information about the                           
pilgrimage to help you think 
about how you and other young 
people in your community might engage with 
this worldwide Catholic event are available at: 
www.ayo.org.au/wyd08-anniversary  

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 2010  

The annual collection for the  
support of the church in the Holy 
Land takes place on Good Friday. 
This collection promotes the missionary work 
of the Church in the Holy Land by providing 
welfare assistance to local Christians in areas 
such as health, education, employment and               
housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and 
medical centres throughout the Holy Land 
rely very much on assistance from the Good 
Friday  collection. The collection is also used 

to maintain 74 churches and shrines  
associated with the life of Jesus. Last year, 
Australian Catholics donated just over  

$1 million to this cause. Please remember the 
Christians of the Holy Land again on this 
Good Friday. Your generosity is greatly  

appreciated. Please also pray that peace and 
harmony will become a reality in the  

birthplace of Jesus, the ‘Prince of Peace’. 


