We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

To you, my God, | lift my soul, | trust
in you; let me never come to shame.
Do not let my enemies laugh at me.
No one who waits for you is ever put
to shame.

Psalm Response
To you, O Lord, | lift my soul.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your
mercy and love, and grant us your
salvation. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
The Lord will shower his gifts, and our
land will yield its fruit.

This week
Be attentive to the
time you spend
waiting—in traffic,
in a shop, on the phone.
Use these small
; moments to prepare
It.: 'ﬂ:r': yourself for the coming
T of Christ at Christmas
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MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes,

seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

1st Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2009—Year C

Advent aTime for redigcovering
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Happy feast day on Thursday!
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Parish of St Francis Xavier
1087 Whitehorse Road

Box Hill 3128
Telephone 9890 2231
Facsimile 9898 4392

email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au
www.scsfx.org.au

SFX Primary School 9890 1108
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au

Parish of St Clare

138 Woodhouse Grove

North Box Hill, 3129

Telephone 9898 5080

email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au
]

This newsletter is also
available on our website:
www.scsfx.org.au

READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Jer 33:14-16
I will cause a good seed to spring
forth from David.
1 Thess 3:12-4:2
When Christ comes may he
strengthen your hearts in
holiness.
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
Your redemption is near at hand.

Monday—St Andrew
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday—St Francis Xavier
Friday

Saturday

NEXT SUNDAY
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Baruch 5:1-9
Phil 1:4-6,8-11
Lk 3:1-6




FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Veronika Bellis Liz Clark
Pat Cleary Dianna Hardy
Breta Cohen Carmel Purdey

Ann-Marie Diggins
Jane D’Souza
Anthony Kennedy
Peter Leonard
Next meeting : 3 December 2009

Monique Waring
(ex-officio)

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am

Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am

Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am

(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday 4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 10.00AM

10.30AM

GRADE 2 FAMILY MASS
WEDDING AT ST CLARE’S

MoONDAY NOVEMBER 30 8.30Am

10.30Am

SENIOR MIXED SoclAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX

(cALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST PRAYER COMMUNITY—
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY MASS—
NEW HALL AT ST CLARE’S. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706

TUESDAY DECEMBER 1 12.45Pm

7.30Pm

LEGION OF MARY AT SFX
RCIA (SFX PHMR)

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 2 8.30AM
9AM-11AM

10.30Am

7.30 PM

7.30PM

7.30PM

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)

PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP AT ST CLARE’S

MAss AT ST CLARE’S—KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS
MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING RoOM

THURSDAY DECEMBER 3 9.15AmM
1.30PMm
1.30Pm

7.30 PM

ScHooL MAss—FEAST oF ST FRANCIS XAVIER
AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—SPEAKER—DIABETES
ANOINTING MASS—ST CLARE’S

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING

11.00Am
5.00 Pm
7.30Pm-9.00PM

FRIDAY DECEMBER 4

HoLy HOUR AT SFX
LADIES DRINKS—SFX PHMR
BIBLE DiscUssION GROUP

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5 9.00AM

PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.

10.00AM
12.30Pm
3.00 Pm

SUNDAY DECEMBER 6

5 BAPTISMS DURING MASSs AT SFX
PASTA DAY—ST CLARE’S COURTYARD AND HALL
WEDDING AT SFX

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

On Thursday this week will have a speaker on
Diabetes, focussing on prevention; 1.30 pm at
St Clare’s. We will ask a gold coin donation and
also hold a raffle of jewellery and scarves
toward funds for Diabetes support The
following week is our final gathering for 2009.
We will attend the noon mass, with anointing,
followed by lunch at Box Hill RSL. Please let
Marg know if you will be there — 9803 4973.

As usual, all parishioners and friends are

welcome to attend.

SOCIAL HAPPENINGS

GIRLS DRINKS on Friday Dec 4
(not Dec 11) @ SFX PHMR 5pm
PASTA DAY on Sunday Dec 6

@ St Clare’s 12.30 — see flyer
SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH SUNDAY Dec 13
@ St Clare’s 12.15 ( see further details)
SOCIAL GROUP MEETING Tuesday Dec 1 @
7.30. Ring office for details

SENIORS CHRISTMAS
Our Thank You Christmas

ANOINTING MASS at St Clare’s Church will be
celebrated on Thursday December 3rd at
1.30pm followed by refreshments in the Parish
House. For transport please phone Pat O’'Brien
9898 1536 or Denise Hayes 9898 5877.

Lunch to the Seniors (60+)
will be held on Sunday
December 13" in St Clare’s
Parish Hall @ 12.15.
Bookings to the Parish
Offices—$18 pp, by December 1st.

Father Anthoni will celebrate Mass for the
Francis/Clare Charismatic Prayer Community, in
THE NEW HALL AREA of St Clare’s School
(enter from Killara St), on Monday 30th
November. Commencing with Praise & Worship
at 10.15am, Refreshments to follow. All

parishioners are invited to join us.

Help wanted on Sat December 12th
@ 1pm to help set up.

Help wanted on Sunday December
13th from 12pm on to help with
serving & washing dishes.
Please advise the Parish Office if you

are able to help.

FRANCISCAN CALENDARS FOR 2010
Are now available from SFX Parish Office for $6

each. This year they feature photos of the

Franciscan sites in Assisi. Not too early to buy

now for Christmas presents!

JARRARRRAAAARARRRAARAARRRARAL
REHEARSALS FOR 6 PM

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS CARDS
are now available after Masses on Sunday &

CHRISTMAS MASS
TODAY 2—4.00 PM. ALL YOUNG

from SFX Parish Office during business hours.

$6 for a pack of 10 cards.

MUSICIANS MOST WELCOME. CONTACT
LUCY FOR FURTHER DETAILS 9890 0828

ST CLARE’S PIETY STALL

NOW AVAILABLE: St Vincent De Paul
Christmas Cards ($3 pack 5), Franciscan

CHOIR PRACTICE FOR SFX MIDNIGHT
MASS—FRIDAY DECEMBER 4, 4—6 PM

Calendars ($6), Columban Calendars ($7).




THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION TODAY
IN BOTH CHURCHES.

(

If you are not currently contributing to the
Thanksgiving Offering, and would like to do
so, please contact the Parish Office during
office hours.

PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLDS RELIGIONS
DECEMBER 3—9
MELBOURNE CONVENTION CENTRE.

Held every five years. This the world’s
largest interreligious event, bringing
together up to 8,000 people from around
Australia and the world, including renowned
spiritual, religious and political leaders.

Details:www..parliamentofreligions.org
or 1300 852 156

From Fr Ben

A lie can travel halfway around the world
while the truth is putting on its shoes.
(Mark Twain 1935-1910)
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Liz Clark, Pastoral Associate

TIMOR LESTE Earlier in the year we
sent $3,325.25 (American dollars) to the
Reign of Peace Primary School in Weberek
for the repair of the classroom windows,
and another $500 to the Kindergarten for
basic classroom equipment( toys, books
etc). We have recently received a receipt
for the money and hopefully by now the
repairs have been carried out.

In early 2010 Sarah Manassa will travel to
Timor Leste to assess the development of
the Eco Pastoral Project, which will give us
a clearer idea of the progress and their
future needs. So at this stage we have
decided to focus on the much neglected
primary school in Weberek which has
received no other funds, either government
or donated, except from the Box Hill
parishes. As a result we have adapted
our Christmas Gift Cards and they will
be available from the Parish Office or by
contacting Val Mooney on 98982602 or
0421816682. Thank you very much for
your generosity in the past and we look
forward with enthusiasm to a new year of
working together in our fund raising
activities and in developing our partnership
with the Franciscan parishes in Timor
Leste.

RCIA It's that time of year again
and this week we looked at the advent
wreath, a wonderful circular symbol of
God'’s endless love and the candles
marking the weeks of preparation

leading up to Christmas. It's a busy time
for all of us but the advent wreath reminded
us that we need to take time to reflect and
pray as well. Continuing our discussion of
the “Mass” Thanks must go to Kevin Kirwan
for a very eloquent explanation of the
Liturgy of the Eucharist it was most
enlightening. Please remember our
candidates in your prayers. ~ Lisa Norton

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

Staffing News — New Appointments The
position of Deputy Principal was advertised
externally and a thorough employment
process was put into action. | am pleased
to announce that Marcus Gill has been
appointed as Deputy Principal for 2010. We
congratulate Marcus and look forward to
working with him in that capacity. | am
delighted to announce that | have made a
new appointment to a classroom teaching
vacancy for the 2010 school year. Miss
Maria-Grazia Ricchetti will join the staff in
2010. Maria graduates from the Australian
Catholic University this year. | am pleased
to have been able to secure such a highly
recommended graduate to join our school
community. | am also excited to be able to
announce that Jacky Casey will be joining
our teaching staff as the Music teacher in
2010. Jacky has been teaching Music at St
Peter Julian Eymard in Moorolbark for the
past two years. We will welcome Jacky.
Finally, | am delighted that Mr Corey Aylen
has accepted the Physical Education
teaching position for 2010. Corey replaced
Davis Long for six weeks in this position
during term 2 this year and has worked as
a replacement teacher in the school this
year. Camel M Purdey, Principal

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—DECEMBER 6
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm E Colafella, E & A Fabian
M & A O’Connor
8.00am C Chin, S Carney

10.00am C Hangan, V & G Mooney, M Chan,
A Leonard, M Sinclair, L Lampard

5.00pm  Volunteer

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm M Williamsz, D Williamsz

8.00am J Manshon

10.00am K Kirwan, M Robotham

5.00pm J Gunanayagam, T Parker
Welcomers
6.00pm B & M O’Shaughnessy

10.00am V & B Burns

Children’s Liturgy

December 6—2nd Sunday of Advent—Group B
December 13—3rd Sunday of Advent—Group C
Altar Linen

November 29 J Reid

December 6 M T Francisco
Counters

November 29 M Rossely, J Butler
December 6 L & B Cohen

Collectors 5pm

November 29 P Aldag

December6 A Cutts

Rosary Statue

November 29—L Chin, 1/95 Dorking Rd
December 6—M & S Hengeveld, 25 Heathfield
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator
November 29
December 6
Lettori
November 29 A D’Alessandro, L Ferola
December 6 M Salamone, D Amato
Ministri dell’Eucarista

November 29 G Masasarotti, R Bidinost
December 6 D Amato, M Casamento

ST CLARE’'S—December 6

Ministers of the Word

9.00am M Hardy, P Fitzgerald, M Farry
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am J Murphy, | D’Amato, F Fitzgerald
Piety Stall—December 6

9.00am

J Adamo
P Grech

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICES

Wednesday 16 December at 2pm at St
Clare’s

Thursday 17 December at 7.30pm at
SFX

Congratulations to Liz Clark who
graduated from Yarra Theological
Union last Friday with an Associate
Diploma of Ministry. Well done Liz!

POINTS TO PONDER

+ What does it mean to ‘stand
with confidence before the
Son of Man..

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




Advent

Chiristimas 2009

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS AN AMENDED LIST OF MASS TIMES

ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S CATHOLIC PARISH
1087 WHITEHORSE ROAD

Box HiLL

Sunday 29th November

1st Sunday Of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Sunday 6th December

2nd Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Sunday 13th December

3rd Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Thursday 17th December
RECONCILIATION at 7.30pm

Sunday 20th December

4th Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Thursday 24th December

6.00 pm  FAMILY MASS
(Carols at 5.30pm)

9.00 pm MASS

Midnight  MASS

(Carols at 11.30 pm)

Friday 25th December
9.00 am MASS
10.30 am ITALIAN MASS

Sunday 27th December HOLY FAMILY
6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Friday 1st January-New Year's Day

12 Noon Mass

ST CLARE’S CATHOLIC PARISH
138 WOODHOUSE GROVE

Box HILL NORTH

Sunday 29th November

1st Sunday of Advent

9am

Sunday 6th December
2nd Sunday of Advent
9am

PASTA DAY @ 12.30PM

Sunday 13th December

3rd Sunday of Advent

9am

SENIORS DINNER @ 12.15PM

Wednesday 16th December
RECONCILIATION at 2pm

Sunday 20th December
4th Sunday of Advent
9am

Thursday 24th December

6.30pm FAMILY MASS
(Carols at 6pm)
10.30 pm MASS

(Carols at 10 pm)

Friday 25th December
10.00 am MASS

Sunday 27th December HOLY FAMILY

9am

Friday 1st January-New Year's Day
9.00am Mass




