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elcome to the Christmas edition of our Parish 
Newsletter. So much has happened during 
these past few months, in the parish and at the 

school...the official opening of the St Clare building by
Anna Burke MP in October, Cultural Day in September 
and the School Fair in October. And not least of all, the 
changes to our Parishes to take effect in 2011. Let us begin 
with the Official Opening...

Carmel Purdey spoke at length about the history of the 
building and the long road to completion of the work. 
Reproduced here, for those were unable to attend the 
ceremony is Carmel’s opening address...

““BBiisshhoopp TToommlliinnssoonn,, AAnnnnaa BBuurrkkee,, iinnvviitteedd gguueessttss,, bbooyyss
aanndd ggiirrllss aanndd mmeemmbbeerr ooff oouurr ccoommmmuunniittyy,, ttooddaayy iiss aa ttrruullyy
eexxcciittiinngg ddaayy ffoorr uuss aallll.. WWee hhaavvee wwiitthh uuss BBiisshhoopp
TToommlliinnssoonn......BBiisshhoopp,, iitt mmuusstt ggiivvee yyoouu ggrreeaatt pplleeaassuurree ttoo
aatttteenndd tthheessee ooppeenniinngg cceerreemmoonniieess aass oonnee ooff tthhee mmaannyy
rroolleess yyoouu hhaavvee iiss tthhaatt ooff sseeccrreettaarryy ooff tthhee RRoommaann
CCaatthhoolliicc TTrruusstt wwhhiicchh aaddmmiinniisstteerrss aallll ppaarriisshh bbuuiillddiinnggss iinn
tthhee AArrcchhddiioocceessee ooff MMeellbboouurrnnee..

AAnndd wwee hhaavvee wwiitthh uuss AAnnnnaa BBuurrkkee rreepprreesseennttiinngg tthhee
AAuussttrraalliiaann GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt.. AAnnnnaa,, FFrr AAnntthhoonnii oofftteenn tteellllss mmee
tthhaatt yyoouu aarree aa ggrreeaatt ffrriieenndd ttoo tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy.. TThhaatt iiss
ppoossssiibbllyy tthhee bbeesstt ccoommpplliimmeenntt tthhaatt ccoouulldd bbee ppaaiidd ttoo aannyy
mmeemmbbeerr ooff ppaarrlliiaammeenntt......ttoo bbee aa ffrriieenndd ttoo tthhee
ccoommmmuunniittyy wwhhiicchh yyoouu sseerrvvee.. WWee aarree hheerree ttoo aasskk GGoodd’’ss
bblleessssiinngg oonn oouurr nneeww bbuuiillddiinnggss,, ttoo rreeccooggnniissee tthhee
AAuussttrraalliiaann GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ffuunnddiinngg ooff tthhee rreeffuurrbbiisshhmmeenntt

aanndd ttoo ooppeenn oouurr SStt CCllaarree bbuuiillddiinngg.. IItt’’ss aa mmuullttii--ppuurrppoossee
cceerreemmoonnyy.. TThhee oorriiggiinnaall ssttoonnee ooff tthhiiss bbuuiillddiinngg wwaass ffiirrsstt
llaaiidd aanndd ooppeenneedd bbyy AArrcchhbbiisshhoopp DDaanniieell MMaannnniixx iinn MMaarrcchh
11992299,, 8811 yyeeaarrss aaggoo aanndd ttooddaayy 8811 yyeeaarrss llaatteerr,, wwee aarree
wwrriittiinngg yyeett aannootthheerr cchhaapptteerr iinn tthhee hhiissttoorryy ooff tthhiiss ppaarriisshh
aanndd iittss sscchhooooll.. IItt iiss ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt tthhaatt iinn tthhiiss rreeffuurrbbiisshhmmeenntt
wwee hhaavvee rree--ooppeenneedd tthhee oorriiggiinnaall ddoooorrss oonnttoo WWhhiitteehhoorrssee
RRdd.. II tthhiinnkk tthheerree iiss aa ggrreeaatt ssyymmbboolliissmm iinn tthhaatt..

WWee rreefflleecctt oonn tthhee ppaarriisshh ccoommmmuunniittiieess ooff tthhee ppaasstt wwhhoossee
wwoorrkk wwee bbeeaarr tthhee ffrruuiitt ooff ttooddaayy.. TThheeyy lleefftt tthhee lleeggaaccyy ooff
tthhiiss lloovveellyy oolldd bbuuiillddiinngg wwhhiicchh wwee hhaavvee nnooww bbeeeenn aabbllee ttoo
rreeffuurrbbiisshh,, ttoo rreevviittaalliissee aanndd ttoo rreenneeww.. TThheerree aarree mmaannyy
wwoonnddeerrffuull ssttoorriieess ooff tthhee oolldd ddaayyss aanndd tthhee ddaanncceess wwhhiicchh
wweerree hheelldd iinn tthhiiss hhaallll.. RReecceennttllyy II hheeaarrdd aabboouutt oonnee
mmaarrrriieedd ccoouuppllee wwhhoo ffiirrsstt mmeett aatt aa ddaannccee iinn tthhiiss hhaallll iinn
tthhee 11996600ss.. II aamm ssuurree iiff tthhee wwaallllss ccoouulldd ttaallkk,, tthhee ssttoorriieess
ttooggeetthheerr wwoouulldd mmaakkee aa bbeessttsseelllleerr..

TTooddaayy wwee aarree pprriivviilleeggeedd ttoo hhaavvee wwiitthh uuss mmaannyy ooff tthhee
ssiisstteerrss ooff OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff SSiioonn.. TThhee ssiisstteerrss ssttaaffffeedd tthhee sscchhooooll
ffoorr mmaannyy yyeeaarrss aanndd ccaann tteellll ggrreeaatt ssttoorriieess aabboouutt iittss
hhiissttoorryy.. WWee aarree ddeelliigghhtteedd tthhaatt yyoouu aarree wwiitthh uuss ttooddaayy
ssiisstteerrss.. IInn hhoonnoouurr ooff tthhee wwoorrkk ddoonnee bbyy tthhee ssiisstteerrss wwee aarree
ooffffiicciiaallllyy nnaammiinngg tthhee uuppssttaaiirrss ccllaassssrroooommss aanndd tthhee ttwwoo
ddoowwnnssttaaiirrss ccllaassssrroooommss iinn tthhiiss oorriiggiinnaall bbuuiillddiinngg –– TThhee
SSiioonn SSFFXX BBuuiillddiinngg..

WWee ppaayy ttrriibbuuttee ttoo tthhee ddiioocceessaann cclleerrggyy ooff MMeellbboouurrnnee
wwhhoo ccaarreedd ffoorr tthhiiss ppaarriisshh uunnttiill 11997744.. WWee tthhaannkk GGoodd ffoorr
tthhee FFrraanncciissccaann
ffrriiaarrss wwhhoo hhaavvee
ccaarreedd ffoorr tthhee
ppaarriisshh ssiinnccee
11997755.. WWee aarree
ddeelliigghhtteedd ttoo bbee
jjooiinneedd bbyy tthhee
ffrriiaarrss ttooddaayy””

Carmel then 
briefly outlined 
how the Major Works Committee first met in 2004 for
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the purpose of planning the redevelopment of the site, 
through to completion of the project and ended with 
acknowledging all who played a part in the project from 
workers on site to students and staff for their patience.

Anna Burke was then called upon and gave an engaging 
address before officially unveiling the plaque with 
Bishop Tomlinson.

Fr. Anthoni then introduced Bishop Tomlinson...

““WWee hhaavvee ggaatthheerreedd hheerree ttooddaayy aass aa PPaarriisshh ccoommmmuunniittyy
ttoo cceelleebbrraattee tthhee ooffffiicciiaall ooppeenniinngg ooff tthhee SStt CCllaarree BBuuiillddiinngg
aanndd tthhee rreeffuurrbbiisshhmmeenntt ooff tthhee oorriiggiinnaall aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,
lleeaarrnniinngg aanndd tteeaacchhiinngg aarreeaass aanndd tthhee PPaarriisshh HHaallll.. WWee aarree
ffoorrttuunnaattee ttoo hhaavvee mmaannyy ssppeecciiaall gguueessttss ttoo hheellpp uuss
cceelleebbrraattee tthhiiss ssppeecciiaall ooccccaassiioonn,, iinn ppaarrttiiccuullaarr BBiisshhoopp LLeess
TToommlliinnssoonn wwhhoo wwiillll bblleessss oouurr nneeww bbuuiillddiinnggss..

AAss aa PPaarriisshh
ccoommmmuunniittyy wwee
ggiivvee tthhaannkkss ffoorr
oouurr nneeww bbuuiillddiinnggss
aanndd aacckknnoowwlleeddggee
tthhee AAuussttrraalliiaann
GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt aanndd
oouurr oowwnn
ccoommmmuunniittyy wwhhoo
hhaavvee ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd
ttoo tthheessee nneeww aanndd

vviibbrraanntt tteeaacchhiinngg aanndd lleeaarrnniinngg ssppaacceess..””

After his greeting, Bishop Tomlinson read that beautiful 
passage from Mark 10:13-16. 

““AAnndd ppeeooppllee wweerree bbrriinnggiinngg cchhiillddrreenn ttoo hhiimm tthhaatt hhee mmiigghhtt
ttoouucchh tthheemm,, BBuutt tthhee ddiisscciipplleess rreebbuukkeedd tthheemm.. WWhheenn JJeessuuss
ssaaww tthhiiss hhee bbeeccaammee iinnddiiggnnaanntt aanndd ssaaiidd ttoo tthheemm,, ““LLeett tthhee
cchhiillddrreenn ccoommee ttoo mmee;; DDoo nnoott pprreevveenntt tthheemm,, ffoorr tthhee
kkiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd bbeelloonnggss ttoo ssuucchh aass tthheessee.. AAmmeenn,, II ssaayy ttoo

yyoouu,, WWhhooeevveerr ddooeess nnoott aacccceepptt tthhee kkiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd lliikkee aa
cchhiilldd wwiillll nnoott eenntteerr iitt..”” TThheenn hhee eemmbbrraacceedd tthheemm aanndd
bblleesssseedd tthheemm,, ppllaacciinngg hhiiss hhaannddss oonn tthheemm..

Prayers were then followed by Bishop Tomlinson’s 
blessing of the buildings...

““MMyy ddeeaarr ffrriieennddss,, lleett uuss pprraayy ttoo tthhee aallll--kknnoowwiinngg GGoodd,,
wwhhoo iiss LLoorrdd,, tthhaatt aallll wwhhoo ggaatthheerr hheerree sseeeekkiinngg iinnssttrruuccttiioonn
aanndd rriigghhtt mmoorraall gguuiiddaannccee mmaayy hheeaarr CChhrriisstt,, tthheeiirr
TTeeaacchheerr,, iinn hhiiss GGoossppeell aanndd rreecceeiivvee tthhee iinnnneerr iinnssttrruuccttiioonn
ooff tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt..

LLoorrdd GGoodd aallmmiigghhttyy,, iinn yyoouurr kkiinnddnneessss hheeaarr oouurr pprraayyeerrss..
WWee ddeeddiiccaattee tthheessee bbuuiillddiinnggss ttoo tthhee eedduuccaattiioonn ooff yyoouunngg
ppeeooppllee aanndd ttoo tthhee ffuullffiillmmeenntt ooff tthhee wwhhoollee ppeerrssoonn.. MMaakkee
tthheessee lleeaarrnniinngg ssppaacceess bbeeccoommee cceennttrreess wwhheerree ssttuuddeennttss
aanndd tteeaacchheerrss wwiillll sseeaarrcchh ffoorr tthhee wwiissddoomm tthhaatt gguuiiddeess tthhee
CChhrriissttiiaann lliiffee aanndd ssttrriivvee wwhhoolleehheeaarrtteeddllyy ttoo ssttaanndd bbyy
CChhrriisstt aass tthheeiirr tteeaacchheerr,, wwhhoo lliivveess aanndd rreeiiggnnss ffoorreevveerr aanndd
eevveerr..

WWee aasskk yyoouu nnooww ttoo
bblleessss uuss aanndd aallll wwhhoo
wwiillll uussee tthheessee nneeww
tteeaacchhiinngg aanndd
lleeaarrnniinngg ssppaacceess..
MMaayy aallll wwhhoo ccoommee
hheerree kknnooww tthhee
pprreesseennccee ooff CChhrriisstt,,
aanndd eexxppeerriieennccee tthhee
jjooyy ooff hhiiss ffrriieennddsshhiipp,, aanndd ggrrooww iinn hhiiss
lloovvee..””

At the conclusion, flowers were presented to Anna 
Burke and the children returned to their classrooms. 
Photos were taken with the Official Party and guests 
were shown around the refurbished facility and later 
enjoyed after tea.

Bishop Tomlinson and Anna Burke

Fr. Anthoni

       L-R Bishop Tomlinson, Anna Burke, Carmel Purdey, Fr Anthoni
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NEW APPOINTMENTS & CHANGES FOR 2011

Fr Peter McGrath ofm has been appointed as the new Parish Priest, Fr Peter Tran
ofm as Parish Assistant.

Fr Ben Clowes is retiring to Kedron, QLD.  Fr Bob Matthews will remain living and 
ministering here. 

Fr Anthoni will be on Sabbatical overseas from mid 2011.

The friar’s community will consist of Frs. Peter McGrath, Peter Tran, Peter
Cantwell and Bob Matthews.

Photo gallery...

Official opening of 
Buildings

            



School was celebrated on 10th September and was an 
overwhelming success. It began with a beautiful 
paraliturgy in the new hall which was led by Fr. Anthoni. 
Many thanks to that fabulous group of parents who 
organised and led such a variety of activities.....from 
Germany, India, China and Greece. The parish is truly 
blessed to have so many different cultures; the 
blessings were indeed abundant on Cultural Day.

In the German room the children 
played a game where they used 

chocolates or
marshmallows for 
counters. If they 
landed on a certain 
space they ate all 
the counters. 

Certainly a hit with the children.

In 
India the children had 
a dye called Henna 
placed on their skin, 
which, when left for 
awhile would leave a 
pattern when taken 
off.  It is body art and
used for special occasions. They also cooked chickpea 
noodles that were delicious and crunchy.

In China the children sat on the floor and 
sang Chinese 
songs, they 

found it quite hard, but 
were rewarded when they 
went to the Masterchef 
kitchen and ate delicious 
Chinese food. They also 
wrote Chinese characters such as numbers, elements 
and sizes.

In Greece, the 
children learnt 

about Greek Easter. They 
enjoyed candle making with 
Steffi Kontos and also made 
worry beads.

was celebrated on13th November. As part of the 

Parish Pastoral Council’s contribution to the Fair, a 

raffle was orgnaised by the PPC members and 

supported by the Parishes of St Clare and St Francis 

Xavier, with tickets being sold before and after 

mass.

Prizes were donated by various local businesses 

and individuals and the PPC reiterates its deep 

appreciation for their generosity and support. 

Prizes included a Bunnings Gift Voucher, 

Woolworths Voucher, Donvale Florist Voucher and a 

Movie Membership for 1 year. We encourage all 

parishioners to support these businesses whenever 

possible. 

Despite the weather, many raffle tickets were sold 

on the day, making it a genuine partnership 

between the parishes and the school. 

Approximately $2,100 was raised by the raffle and 

it will make a valuable contribution to improve 

infrastructure at the School and to the East Timor 

project, which is supported by both St Francis 

Xavier and St Clare's parishes.

A particular note of thanks needs to be extended to 

Breta Cohen who played an active role in co-

ordinating the raffle and indeed to all those who 

purchased tickets in the PPC School Fair raffle.

The Parish Pastoral Council invites parishioners 
to submit items for the next newsletter. 

Please forward articles/photos to 
boxhillbuzz@gmail.com

by 28 February 2011. 
All contributions will be considered, but may not 
necessarily be published due to size limitations. 
The PPC also welcomes suggestions for articles.


