Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

In the care of the
Franciscan Friars

We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

A great sign appeared in heaven: a
woman clothed with the sun, the moon
beneath her feet, and a crown of
twelve stars on her head.

Psalm Response
The queen stands at your right hand,
arrayed in gold.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Mary is taken up to
heaven, and the angels of God shout
for joy. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

All generations will call me blessed, for
the Almighty has done great things for
me.

Assumption of the Virgin Mary

August 15th, 2010—Year C

This week
This week,
reflect on
the great
things that

God has
done for you.

Imitate this
action of

God by doing
great things’
for others.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier's & St Clare’s parishes, seek
to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service, justice &
hospitality.

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Mary is always humanity at its best.
She is our 'yes’ to God. Her generous
availability allows for the redemption of
our selfish unavailability. Her care for
the things of God, placing God first and
literally being pregnant with Hope allow
all of our ignorance of God, our making
ourselves gods and our despair to be
transformed. Her nurturing of Jesus,
her attentive mothering help to guide us
towards a tender and intimate
relationship with our God.

Instigating the beginning of Jesus’
ministry at Cana teaches us about her
role as intercessor; a friend to turn to
for answers. The answer she always
gives is her son. At the foot of the
cross she exposes herself to the horror
of evil. Her son makes himself sin and
she remains near. There is nothing
about us that she finds appalling, she
can stand with us in the foulest of
situations and be a silent prayerful
mother.

Finally she shows us what our
bodies are made for. Not death and
corruption but heaven. Her perfection
is not abstract and overwhelming, her
perfection is humanity at its best.

The Assumption is the feast of the
human body. Our body has a high
calling indeed; creature of God, temple
of the Holy Spirit. This feast is a
reminder that our bodies are not earthly
prisons, they are heaven bound. She
who leads us always to her son
teaches us that complete trust and
abandonment to God doesn’t make us
squeaky clean, inhuman droids. The
naked risk of saying 'yes’' to God should
make us more human, more
passionate, more loving, warm blooded
and real. In her very human presence
we only ever meet Christ, may it be so
in us.

Andrew Stringfellow
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This newsletter is also
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READINGS FOR

THIS WEEK
ASSUMPTION OF THE
VIRGIN MARY
Apoc 11:19,12:1-6,10
| saw a woman clothed with the
sun and with the moon beneath
her feet.
1 Cor 15:20-26
As members of Christ all people
will be raised, Christ first, and
after him all who belong to him.
Lk 1:39-56
The Almighty has done great
things for me; he has lifted up the
lowly.
Monday
Ezek 24:15-24;Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday
Ezek 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday
Ezek 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday
Ezek 36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14
Friday—St Bernard
Ezek 37:1-14; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday-St Pius X
Ezek 43:1-7; Mt 23:1-12
NEXT SUNDAY
21ST SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Is 66:18-21; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13;
Lk 13:22-30




FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Assistant—
Christina Sorbello (Tues, Wed, Fri)

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Pat Cleary Dianna Hardy
Breta Cohen Carmel Purdey
Ann-Marie Diggins Christina Sorbello
Jane D'Souza Monigue Waring
Anthony Kennedy (ex-officio)
Peter Leonard

Next meeting : 2 September
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AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUBR THANK YOU

This week, the AFC will be entertained by
Therese and John Parker and have community
singing. (St Clare’s -1 pm). The following
week, there is a film/luncheon; the film is
“Second Hand Wedding” a humorous film
which has had a good review. The cost is
$16.00 for transport, film and lunch. Ring Marg
- 9803 4973 - if you would like to come.
Programme change — on Sept. 2, Bingo will be
at St Clare’s, not SFX. Please make sure

everyone gets this message! All parishioners

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am

Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am

Confessions Sat 9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am

(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

and their friends are welcome at our activities.
Information - Pat - 9887 6790 — or Marg.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
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WHY HAVE A FAIR?

Our biannual fair is a major fundraising event
for our school and community and a fabulous
way to come together as a school community in
a fun and engaging way. We also have a
number of projects we are working hard to
raise money for, including:

Upgrade of fencing for the safety of our
children.

Upgrade of play equipment in an effort to
encourage and support our children in the
benefits of outdoor play with particular focus on
developing healthy attitudes to exercise and
healthy living.

Provision for others. Over the past 3 years
our parish and school has provided support to
rebuild a community in East Timor, in particular
a small primary school in Weberek. The P&F
will be continuing this support by contributing
10% of profits from the fair to their worthwhile
projects
The Parish Pastoral Council are planning to run
a raffle on Fair Day, and are calling on
parishioners to donate suitable prizes. If you
would like to help & think you have a suitable
donation please call: Breta Cohen 9877 4693,
Peter Leonard 9898 3584 or Anthony Kennedy
9658 4830.

On behalf of all the members of the Neyland
family, | wish to express my sincere thanks for
the prayers, phone calls, cards & expressions

of sympathy etc. for my late husband Frank.

To all who attended his funeral Mass and to

those | was unable to speak with after the
Mass my sincere thanks.  Faye Neyland

is calling for donations

to provide desperately needed emergency relief
to the 14 million people affected by flooding in
Pakistan. Torrential rain has seen millions of
people evacuated from the flood waters after
losing everything; their house, belongings,
businesses, livestock and crops. Your donation
will help provide for their immediate needs
including food, water and shelter.
Caritas Australia is already responding to this
crisis with people on the ground delivering life
saving assistance. Give generously to the
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THE WORK OF PRAYER

We pray not to work God around to our
way of thinking.

We pray to be worked around to God's way
of thinking.

We pray because God hangs around and
will not go away.

We pray because God waits for us

We pray because God hears our words,
sighs, screams, whispers, sobs & silence.
We pray because to arrange life to suit
ourselves no fonger works.

We pray because we are living in the
solution, not the problem

We pray to remind ourselves we are no
longer running the show,

and ‘Thy will be done’,




ANEW SERIES: ‘'MARY MACKILLOP -
ANAUSTRALIANLIKEUS - NO 19

Appreciated by Bathurst’s local clergy and
people, the Sisters felt their distance from the
Adelaide Mother House. Bishop Quinn
welcomed them and their education successes,
but expected direct authority over them. In the
light of this and the Brisbane experience,
therefore, in 1873 Mary went to Rome to seek
Papal endorsement of centralised governance.
While waiting, she left Rome’s heat to recover
her health. 'Just imagine,” she wrote to her
Scottish mother, ‘my going to a wild glen.’
Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of St
Joseph - www.sosj.org.au. For further information,
see www.marymackillop.org.au and
www.cathnews.com.au

MARY MCKILLOP CROSS PILCRIMAGE
The Sisters of Saint Joseph, assisted by the Knights
of the Southern Cross, have organized a pilgrimage
of the Cross throughout NSW, Vic & S.A from 12t to
25t August 2010. The Cross is one of two made from
the floorboards of the original McKillop school in
Penola S.A. The first Cross was presented to Pope
John Paul at the Open Air Mass at Randwick in 1986.
The Cross will be in the Eastern Suburbs of Mel-
bourne from 20t August and parishioners are invited
to visit the Cross there.

St John’s Mitcham, 20/8/10, 12pm-3pm.

Our Lady of Victories, Camberwell.
21/8/10, 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

St Gregory the Great, Doncaster,
22/8/10, 5.00pm (Mass).

MARY MACKILLOP CANONISATION APPEAL

6. ;- ?53 for your generous contributions last
week towards the Mary MacKillop
Canonisation Appeal. Your contributions will be
forwarded to the Sisters of St Joseph who are
very grateful for your support of Mary
MacKillop’s legacy. You can still contribute to
the Appeal, please collect an envelope at
today’s Mass. Donations can also be made
on-line or by phone: 1800 753 959.

FROM ER ANTHONI
Congratulations to Myrna & Steven
Hengeveld who celebrated 40 years of
marriage onlst June.
Thank you to the parents & teachers
at the school who prepared the
children and organized the First
Eucharist Masses over the last two
weekends at SFX. | was very pleased
with the celebrations.
Thank you also to those involved in
the organisation of the Morning Tea
for the Feasts of Blessed Mary
MacKillop & St Clare held last
weekend at St Clare’s; and thank you
to all who joined in the celebration.
| will be away from Wednesday 18th
August until Thursday 26th. Fr Theo
Rush ofm will supply for Masses
during this time.

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the back of
the church, and place on collection plate/in box
provided. A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s.

'MAKE YOUR YOTE COUNT" SAY
CATHOLIC BISHOPS
ANELECTION STATEMENT FROM THE
BISHOPS OF AUSTRALIA-AUGUST 9, 2010

“Catholic Bishops do not tell people who to
vote for” Archbishop Philip Wilson, President
of the Catholic Bishops Conference, said
today, speaking on behalf of the Catholic
Bishops of Australia.

“Bishops are aware that, at election time,
many in the community look to church
leaders for advice about relevant issues.”
Archbishop Wilson said.

“We are privileged to live in a democracy
such as Australia where voting matters. We
urge all people to take their vote seriously.
We urge them to think carefully about the
issues that are relevant in their local area
and nationally. We urge them to think about
the issues that are not just important for
them but for the whole of Australia”.

“The 2010 Federal Election is of great
importance for the future and the welfare of
all residents of Australia. Though many
Catholics are rightly involved in the political
process in all political parties, the Catholic
Church in Australia does not take sides in
party politics. But the Church proposes that
politicians, political parties and political
campaigns should all be judged against six
essential criteria.
Those six essential criteria are:

* The right of every person to human
dignity;

* The right of every person to
adequate food, shelter and
protection;

« The right of every person to equality
of access to education, health,
employment and basic services;

« The right of every person, both
present and future generations, to
live in a safe, healthy and secure
environment;

* The right (and the duty) of every
person to contribute to society to the
extent that they are able;

* The right of every person to live
according to their own beliefs, to the
extent that those beliefs do not
impact upon the rights of others.”

Particular issues that Catholic Church
Agencies see as important include:

Health, Social Justice, Migrants & Refugees,
Overseas Aid, Women, Indigenous
Australians, Disability, Environment,
Education, Religious Liberty, Human Dignity.

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
www.catholic.org.au
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Contact the Parish Office if you would like to
know more. We are also very happy to
welcome any parishioners who would like to
be involved in the RCIA team, planning for
the coming year, welcoming inquirers,
offering prayer support, making posters or
sponsoring newcomers.
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ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—Auqust 22
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm M Slevison, I Abraham,
G Machado, + 2 please
8.00am M Rossely

10.00am E&E VDW, W Tan, A Leonard,
M Sinclair, L Lampard, C Chin

5.00pm MT Francisco, T Parker

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm E Colafella, M Dodds

8.00am  C Gately

10.00am L Norton, M Hughes

5.00pm H Dyjak, T Parker
Welcomers

6.00pm G Machado, J Hickey
8.00am M&B Walker

10.00am L Lampard, E&E VDW
5.00pm J Dominic

Children’s Liturgy

August 22—21 Ordinary Time—Group B
August 29—22 Ordinary Time—Group C
Altar Linen

August 15 R Meyers
August 22 MT Francisco
Counters

August 15 T&E O’Brien
August 22 B&C Parsons

Collectors 5pm

August 15—P Aldag; August 22—A Cutts
Rosary Statue

August 15—M8&B Mahoney, 15 Irving Ave
August 22—LD Mayne

ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

August 15 P Grech

August 22 G Amato

Lettori

August 15 R Bidinost, C Gibellini
August 22 J Adamo, C Ingrosso
Ministri dell’Eucarista

August 15 R Bidinost, M Salamone
August 22 D Amato, G Tabacchiera

ST CLARE’'S—Auqust 22

Ministers of the Word

9.00am-P Fitzgerald, A McGovern, P Sakowski
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am—P O'Brien, D Tan, T Nicholson,

D Wolbers, I D’Amato, H Keown, +1 please
Welcomers

9.00am—M Boulton, P Cleary

Piety Stall—August 22

9.00am—Glass family

POINTS TO PONDER

4+ How do you proclaim the
greatness of the Lord?

4+ Inwhatways do you feel

honoured by the promises God has
made to you?

From Fr Ben

One of the friars has made a collection
of amusing notices in friaries &
conference centres:
Please make sure you remove
all clothing before leaving your
room.
Lock all doors before leaving;
leave keys under tank-stand
where they won't be found.
You will find the key to the back
door on a nail at the back of the
dog kennel, but not if the dog is
there.
All cups & saucers to be in
cupboard with red door. See
notice inside red door for mugs.




