We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.
Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

Let us all rejoice in the Lord and keep
a festival in honour of all the saints.
Let us join with the angels in joyful
praise to the Son of God.

Psalm Response
Lord, this is the people that longs to
see your face.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Come to me all you
that labour and are burdened, and |
will give you rest, says the Lord.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Happy are the pure of heart for they
shall see God. Happy the
peacemakers; they shall be called the
sons of God. Happy are they who
suffer persecution for justice' sake; the
kingdom of heaven is theirs.

This week

Choose two or three particular
Beatitudes ¢ try to [ive them in Simple
ways this weex.
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ALL SAINTS
In the midst of their tribulations on earth, the
servants of God sing a jubilant song of heaven.
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the
victory of the faithful has been assured.

“Salvation is from our God!” A vast throng
rejoices — 12 x 12 x 1,000 — the totality of all
God’s servants from every nation, race, tribe,

and tongue.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus described the suffering
of the present life: poverty, hunger, thirst,
oppression, persecution. He also showed us the
glory of the life to come: consolation,
satisfaction, mercy. Who is worthy to ascend the
mountain of the Lord? Those whose white
baptismal garments have been immersed in the
blood of the Lamb. Those whose hands are
sinless and whose hearts are clean. All who
obtain these Christ-like characteristics have
achieved the fulfillment for which they were
created. Though it may seem an impossible
goal, what God has intended for us will come to
light in the beatific vision. Then we will discover
our true image in the face of God. “Be glad and
rejoice!” Our reward is nothing less than the
reign of God!

For reflection: Does my behaviour toward
others demonstrate my life in Christ? Which
beatitude do | need to put into practice today?

ALL SOULS

From the moment of our birth, we begin to die.
To unbelievers, those who have died cease to
exist, but they are actually at peace with God. It
may seem that people are punished by the trials
they suffer, but the hardship they suffer in life is
a process of purification, a preparation for
receiving great good from God.

Paul proclaimed his confidence in God's power
to save. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection
we are ushered into the very presence of God.
What we find when that door opens is not
condemnation or judgment but the undeserved
loving-kindness of God that is poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.

Jesus invites us to come to him in our pain and
our grief. He is God’s servant who has shown us
the way to God. No one will be lost on the
journey. Everyone who believes in Christ will be
raised will be raised up on the last day. Even as
we draw our last breath, we will draw our life
from the risen Christ.

For reflection: Do | contemplate my own death
and new life in Christ? Whom do | need to
comfort in their grief for a departed loved one?

Kay Murdy
Ministry & Liturgy, Sept 2009
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READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
ALL SAINTS
Apoc 7:2-4,9-14
1 saw an immense crowd, beyond
hope of counting, of people from
every nation, race, tribe and
language.
1Jn 3:1-3
We shall see God as he really is.
Mt 5:1-12
Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward will be great in heaven.
Monday—ALL SOULS
Isaiah 25:6-9; Romans 5:5-11;
Mk 15:33-39; 16:1-6
Tuesday
Rom 12:5-16; Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday-St Charles Borromeo
Rom 13:8-10; Lk 14:25-33
Thursday
Rom 14:7-12; Lk 15:1-10
Friday
Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8
Saturday
Rom16:3-9,16,22-27; Lk 16:9-15
NEXT SUNDAY
32nd SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
1 Kg 17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28;
Mk 12:38-44




FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SFX Parish Office Hours:
9.30 am to 4.30 pm

SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER 12.30Pm | BAPTISM AT SFX
MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 8.30AM | SENIOR MIXED SoCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX
ScHooL CLOSED (CALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME.
9.00Am | ALL SouLs DAY MAss AT ST CLARE’S
12.00Pm | ALL SouLs MAss AT SFX
7.30Pm | ALL SouLs DAY MaAss AT SFX

TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER

PuBLIC HOLIDAY

WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 8.30AM

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 9AM-11AM | PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481
Parish Secretary— Monigue Waring OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

10.30AM | SCRIPTURE SHARING GROUP AT ST CLARE’S PARISH HOUSE
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 7.30PM | MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING ROOM
Wednesday & Friday THURSDAY 5 NOVEMBER ~ 12.45PM | AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—OAKS DAY LUNCH AT ST CLARE’S
9.00 am—10.30 am 7.30Pm | PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER 11.00Am | HOLY HOUR AT SFX

In the event of needing a 7.30PM-9.00PMm | BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR
priest urgently, please SATURDAY 7 NOVEMBER  9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day. SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CATHOLIC DEAF

11.30Am | BAPTISM AT ST CLARE’S
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 1.00Pm | WEDDING AT SFX

Veronika Bellis Liz Clark
Breta Cohen Dianna Hardy
Ann-Marie Diggins Carmel Purdey

Anthony Kennedy  Monique Waring
Peter Leonard (ex-officio)
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
OF THE PPC—

Jane D'Souza & Pat Cleary

Next meeting : 5 November

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am
Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am
Confessions Sat 9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier's

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am
(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday 4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

is holding the annual OAKS DAY LUNCH this
Thursday, at 1pm, at St Clare's. Please bring a
plate of food to share, and try to get into the
spirit of the day by wearing a hat! Next week,
we will have a jewellery display and sale, at St.
Clare's. All parishioners and their friends are
welcome at all our activities. Enquiries - Judy -
9878 4212.

FRANCISCAN CALENDARS FOR 2010

Are now available from SFX Parish Office and
the Piety Stall at St Clare’s for $6 each. This
year they feature photos of the Franciscan sites

in Assisi. Not too early to buy now for Christmas

presents!

PARISH DIARY DATES 2010
It is essential for planning purposes that all
proposed dates for 2010 be submitted to the
Parish Office by Friday November 27.
Dates can be emailed to the Parish
Office at: sfxbh@celestial.com.au OR the
Parish Calendar for 2010 is available during
Office Hours for groups to fill their dates.
Please call Monique on 9890 2231 with any
queries.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Christmas Cards are now available from SFX
Parish Office during business hours.

$6 for a pack of 10 cards.

‘People should not worry as much about what
they do but rather about what they are. If they
and their ways are good, then their deeds are
radiant. If you are righteous, then what you do
will also be righteous. We should not think
that holiness is based on what we do but
rather on what we are, for it is not our works
which sanctify us but we who sanctify our
works.” Meister Eckhart, (c.1260-1328)
mystic and ‘theologian of mystics’

CALL FOR MUSICIANS

We are starting to think about music for the
Christmas masses and would love to hear from
anyone who would like to be involved as a
singer or instrumentalist, whether you started
playing this year or have a lot of experience.
Please contact Lucy Pfeifer on 9890 0828 or
lucy pfeifer@yahoo.com.au or Colin Bellis on
9898 8639 or vcdeb@optusnet.com.au

Solitude — the fourth discipline in fostering
spirituality.

‘Coupled with stillness, solitude is essential for
anchoring us in our innermost beings. Solitude
is the spiritual practice that allows each of us to
reflect on our own reality and then determine
how we will contribute to the stability of the
whole. In Thoughts in Solitude Thomas Merton
wrote: “In actual fact, society depends for its
existence on the inviolable personal solitude of
its members. To be a person implies
responsibility and freedom, and both of these
imply a certain interior solitude, a sense of
personal integrity, a sense of one’s own reality
and of one’s ability to give oneself to society —
or to refuse that gift." Organic Spirituality’ by
Nicki Verploegen Vandergrift

Celebrating World Teachers’ Day

As we celebrate World Teachers’ Day it is a
good time to reflect on the teacher on whom
our Catholic School is centered:

ALONG THE WAY OF JESUS

To see Jesus as a teacher in our midst He
was most of all a companion - he walked with
them along the way they had chosen. He was
a concerned listener - he accompanied them
in silence, he asked his questions when the
time was right. He encouraged them to tell
their story - he valued their contribution and
respected their pain. He challenged them to
see more - he wanted them to grow in faith
and understanding. He awaited their invitation
- he entered more deeply into their lives only
when they chose to ask. He gave himself to
them totally - his life was broken open and
given to them wholeheartedly. He empowered
them to go forth from the table into mission -
and in their movement out into the wider
Christian community they finally knew the joy
and excitement of being in his presence. The
mission of Jesus lives on in all who lead us
and teach us in faith. Let us thank God for
their presence and work amongst us.

Denis Travers C.P.




ALL SOULS DAY MASS TIMES
Monday 2 November
ST CLARE’S 9.00am
ST FRANCIS XAVIER 12noon &
7.30pm

ALL SAINTS DAY—
SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER
ALL SOULS DAY—
MONDAY 2hd NOVEMBER
when we remember those who
have died. Please joinh us at the
Parishes Masses as above.
The Book of Victories will be
available in both Churches.

ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE

‘If you want to cultivate peace, protect the
creation’ is the theme chosen by Benedict
XVI for his Message for the 43rd World Day
of Peace, which will be celebrated on 1st
January 2010. ‘The theme aims to raise
awareness about the strong bond that
exists in our globalised and interconnected
world between protecting the creation and
cultivating peace. This close and intimate
tie is further accentuated by the many
problems concerning man's natural
environment, such as the use of resources,
climate change, the application and use of
biotechnology, and demographic growth. If
the human family is unable to face these
new challenges with a renewed sense of
social justice and equity, and of
international solidarity, we run the risk of
sowing seeds of violence among peoples,
and between current generations and those
to come.’

From Fr Bes

Never quit. It is the easiest cop-out in the world.
Set a goal and don’t quit until you attain it. When
you do attain it, set another goal and don’t quit until
you reach it. Never quit.
Bear Bryant
Football coach

My corner It never ceases to amaze
me how we can gain
new insights about our faith from unexpected
places. I’'m aware that if I go to lectures or
learned discourses about our faith I will learn
more. If we are blessed with a particularly
insightful homily, I may pick up something
new. Often something I read sets me off on a
new train of thought. But I rarely expect that
I will pick up something really new and
stimulating as I go through every day stuff.
At the RCIA meeting on Tuesday night, a
member of the team pointed out that in today’s
beautiful gospel of the beatitudes, the first one
mentioned says “How happy are the poor in
spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” She
said, ‘well, we really don’t need to do
anything else, as we can gain heaven by living
simply and basically’. She’s right. Someone
else said that if we look at the beatitudes, we
find a complete portrait of Jesus in the one
gospel. And of Mary too. St Francis and St
Clare fit the bill as well—they lived these
guidelines. As well as taking stock of how you
follow the beatitudes yourself, it is a very
interesting exercise to look at the people you
know, and see how you can learn to be saintly
from copying the ways they exemplify the
message of the gospel. You probably know
someone who is poor in spirit, someone who is
gently, many who mourn, people who fight for
justice, the merciful, the pure in heart, the
peacemakers, maybe even the persecuted. Our
fellow saints can inspire us to live the gospel
to the full.

TRUE HEROES

All through the year the
Church puts before us a
series of inspiring
stories—the lives of the
saints. These stories
show us what human
beings, aided by the
grace of God, have
managed to
accomplish—deeds of heroism, greatness
of heart, and nobility of spirit. They are a
celebration of human goodness. People
have been inspired, motivated, energised
much more by reading biographies and
lives of the saints than by reading books of
theology. The day Mother Teresa dies a
man said, “Today | am proud to be a
human being because Mother Teresa was
one.’

Besides the canonised saints, there are
legions of anonymous saints. The Church
keeps the Feast of All Saints to recognise
these and to celebrate their goodness. And
so today we honour and rejoice in the little
people, the forgotten heroes and heroines,
people who in their own humble ways have
followed Christ. The lives of many people
are littered with great sacrifices and acts of
quiet heroism.

There are on earth those whose integrity,
kindness, and generosity make up for the
greed and selfishness of others. Their
example gives encouragement to those
who are struggling, courage to those who
are fearful, and comfort to those who are
suffering.

Even the little saints cause the vision of a
higher and a purer life to rise up before us.
They inspire us to try to win back our finer,
kinder and healthier selves. They provide
us with a mirror. Looking at them, we see
human beings at their brightest and best.
The road to holiness demands courage and
stamina, but for those who know where to
look it is full of footprints.

Flor McCarthy SDB

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—NOVEMBER 8

Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm T D’Andrea, Emilia Colafella,
J Morison
8.00am S Carney
10.00am M Chan, P McLaughlin, K Kirwan
5.00pm T Parker

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm P Tierney, Mary Rossely
8.00am C Gately

10.00am J D'Souza, K de Lacy
5.00pm J O'Brien, K Ooi
Welcomers

6.00pm  Emilia Colafella, J Morison
10.00am L Lampard, G Augustin

Children’s Liturgy

November 8—32nd Sunday OT—Group B
November 15—33rd Sunday OT—Group C
Altar Linen

November 1 F Neyland
November 8 R Meyers
Counters

November 1  B&M Walker
November 8  J Reid, M Rossely
Collectors 5pm

November 1 L Soulsby
November 8 | Mahlstedt

Rosary Statue

November 1—M O'Meara, 14 Sweetland Rd
November 8—S Faulisi, 21 Bedford St
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

November 1 G Amato

November 8 G Tabacchiera

Lettori

November 1 J Adamo, C Ingrosso
November 8 L Ferola, S Faulisi
Ministri dell’Eucarista

November 1 D Amato, G Tabacchiera
November 8 R Bidinost, M Casamento

ST CLARE'S—NOVEMBER 8

Ministers of the Word

9.00am J Sakowski, T Nicholson, M Farry
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

9.00am D Wolbers, P Wolbers, H Keown
Piety Stall—November 8

9.00am C Mirabella
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

One person to share villa unit in Box Hill North,
furnished, non-smoker, students welcome. Please
call Helen 9899 0151.

POINTS TO PONDER

+ Reflect on times when you
have been poor in spirit ¢
gentle; when you have
mourned or hungered for
Justice; when you have been
merciful, pureé of heart or
aceed 38 a peacemarer; when
you have been persecuted or
reviled by others for qoing
what is rigpe.

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




