Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

4th Sunday of Lent
March 14th, 2010—Year C

JIn the care of the

Frnanciscan Frians

We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.
Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

Rejoice, Jerusalem! Be glad for her,
you who love her; rejoice with her, you
who mourned for her, and you will find
contentment at her consoling breasts.

Psalm Response
Taste and see the
goodness of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Praise and honour to
you, Lord Jesus Christ!
| will rise and go to my
Father and tell him:
Father, | have sinned
against heaven and
against you. Praise and
honour to you, Lord
Jesus Christ!

Communion Antiphon
My son, you should
rejoice, because your brother was
dead and has come back to life; he
was lost and is found.

This week

Reach out to someone with an
JhVitation, a gesture or @ Word ofF
FOrgiveness.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier's & St Clare’s parishes, seek
to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God's presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service, justice &

hospitality.

Jesus the Redeemer

Having to deal with all sorts of people in their
struggles and weaknesses has given me a deeper
insight into the human condition. I have met
with some interesting characters and a few
challenging personalities in my ministry. What
humbles me is their honesty and how they are
prepared to share their story in order to be
helped. This greatly helps me to understand
people and to love them and it saves me from
falling into the trap of judging others from a
distance. This parable is Jesus’ response to the
remarks of the Pharisees. ‘This man’, they said
‘welcomes sinners and eats with them.” The
focus of this gospel is on Jesus who came to
redeem us. It calls us to self-reflection and to
discover the contradictions in our lives.

I think in each one of us there are traits of the
elder and the younger brother. Sometimes we
are dutiful, controlled, obedient, pleased with
our good works, but fail to perceive the
appreciation of others and our own self worth
and our identity as God’s children like the elder.
At other times we behave like the younger
brother: selfish, rebellious, reckless, wandering,
greedy, a spendthrift and ungrateful. The good
news is he came to his senses, the beginning of
his repentance. Not only did he find
forgiveness but the generous father restored him
back to the dignity of a son. This angered the
elder brother who refused to join in the
celebration for the returned brother.

Those who have experienced forgiveness might
find it easier to forgive. This is a great story
about our identity as God’s children. Jesus is
like the father who celebrated the return of his
lost son. Jesus not only welcomes sinners but
eats with them. We too are called to forgive

others and celebrate their return. Is there
anything that is stopping you from forgiving
your brother or sister and celebrating sinners
who return? Do you feel any resentment against
those who have strayed and later repent and
change their ways?

This parable has a lot to teach us about
relationships and our identity. As Christians we
pride ourselves as being God’s children,
brothers and sisters to Jesus. The focus is on
Jesus as the one to who came to redeem sinners.
We are good people but we too need to grow
and be more like Jesus to others.

Fr Anthoni ofm

1087 Whitehorse Road

Box Hill 3128
Telephone 9890 2231
Facsimile 9898 4392

sfxbh@celestial.com.au

9890 1108
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au

138 Woodhouse Grove

North Box Hill, 3129

Telephone 9898 5080
sfxbh@celestial.com.au

READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
4th SUNDAY OF LENT
10am Mass (Second Scrutiny)
1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13;
Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41

Joshua 5:9-12

The people of God went to the
promised land and there kept the
passover.

2 Cor 5:17-21

God reconciled us to himself
through Christ.

Lk 15:1-3,11-32

Your brother here was dead and
has come to life.

Monday

Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday

Ezek 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-3, 5-16
Wednesday—St Patrick

Jer 1:4-9; Acts 13:46-49; Lk 10:1-12
Thursday

Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47

Friday—St Joseph, Husband of
Mary -2 Sam 7:4-5,12-14,16; Rom
4:13,16-18,22; Mt 1:16,18-21,24
Saturday

Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-52

5th SUNDAY OF LENT
9am Mass (Third Scrutiny)
Ezek 37: 12-14; Rom 8:8-11;
Jn 11:1-45
Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14;
Jn 8:1-11
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Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

A C
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 14 MARCH MORNING TEA AT ST CLARE’S AFTER 9AM MASS
10.00Am | RCIA SECOND SCRUTINY AT SFX
11.30AM | 5 BAPTISMS AT ST CLARE’S’
MONDAY 15 MARCH 8.30AM | SENIOR MIXED SoOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX
(cALL Jupy REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP)
10.30AM | FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY IN ST
CLARE’S HALL (OuIvE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706)
7.00Pm | CONFIRMATION CLASS—SFXPHMR
TUESDAY 16 MARCH 12.45PM | LEGION OF MARY (SFX PHMR)
7.30PMm | RCIA (SFX PHMR)
WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 8.30AM | TENNIS GROUP (As MONDAY)
3.00-5.00Pm | CHOIR PRACTICE FOR EASTER IN SFX CHURCH
7.30PM | MEDITATION GROUP (SFX PHMR)
THURSDAY 18 MARCH 1.30PM | AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—MASS & LUNCH (SEE BELOW)
FRIDAY 19 MARCH 7.30PM | STATIONS OF THE CROSS AT ST CLARE'S
7.30Pm | PRAYER/REFLECTION AT SFX
7.30-9.00PMm | BIBLE DiISCUSSION GROUP (SFX PHMR)
SATURDAY 20 MARCH 9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP. MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
SUNDAY 21 MARCH 9.00AM | 3RD SCRUTINY AT ST CLARE’S
10.00Am | GRADE 5 FAMILY MASS
R.C.LA CATECHETIC CLASSES

My name is Kate Pesutto and
I have lived in Box Hill North
for seven years. My husband
Anthony is Catholic and my
son Aaron was baptised by
Father Anthoni last year. | originally joined the
RCIA so that | could be a better support to my
son in his spiritual journey and | also wanted to
be able to participate more fully at mass. Over
time the driver for me has become much more
personal. | have been surprised and elated to
discover just how important the church is to me
and how much comfort it brings. | couldn't have
done any of this without the love and support of
Liz, my sponsor Faye, the RCIA team as well as
the three brave and wonderful ladies | am taking
this journey with. Kate

Parishioners are invited to take the
opportunity to attend the

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE
with Bishop Les Tomlinson, DD on
Wednesday March 24th at 7.30pm in
SFX Church

to complete their spiritual
preparation for Easter.
After the service, the friars will be
available for those who wish to
receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

GOOD FRIDAY
YOUTH STATIONS OF THE CROSS
@ 10am at SFX.

LECTORS, MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION, ALTAR SERVERS
IF YOU ARE AVAILABLE FOR MASSES
DURING THE EASTER PERIOD, COULD
YOU PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH
OFFICE THIS WEEK & INDICATE
WHICH MASS YOU WILL BE
ATTENDING, SO THAT ROSTERS CAN
BE ARRANGED AND YOU WILL HAVE
PLENTY OF TIME TO PREPARE.

Catholic children attending State schools are
invited to enrol for catechetic classes in Terms
2 & 3 in preparation for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation & Communion. Classes begin
with children in Grade 2. Please phone the
Parish Office (9890 2231) for Enrolment
forms / information.

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB will attend
mass together this Thursday, at 12 noon,
followed by lunch at Box Hill RSL - please let
Judy know if you are coming - 9878 4212.
Don’t forget to book for the film “Up In The Air”
on March 25 - the cost, $16.00,includes a
basket lunch. Ring Marg - 9803 4973. The
coach will leave the church at 9.30 am.

All parishioners and their friends are welcome
to attend our activities. Information - Judy -
9878 4212.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE, MELBOURNE, has
started well, with a good number of people
joining in. Already, two babies are known to
have been saved from abortion. There is still
time to be part of it - check
www.40daysforlife.com/melbourne or contact
Fons Janssen via email-
fonsforlife@skymesh.com.au or phone

5194 2340. There is a report on the prolife
board, SFX and at the back of SC. If you
would like to join the group from our parishes —
Wed., 5.30-7.30pm, ring Clare or Tom —
9890 4457. See back of newsletter for further
information.

LENTEN REFLECTION 2010 Are you doing The
Reflection? Thousands of people across Australia
have taken up the challenge and are doing some-
thing special this Lent. The Reflection is an online
initiative of the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference, in which they share their insights into
the Sunday Gospel readings of Lent. It's not too late
to start! The Bishops’ reflections for the first weeks
of Lent are currently available to you whenever you
want to access them-http://thereflection.vividas.com
Do The Reflection in a group, with your family or by
yourself. The main thing is to just give it a go!




THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION
TODAY IN BOTH CHURCHES.
We also acknowledge the
generosity of those parishioners who
contribute by Credit Card & Direct
Debit to the Thanksgiving.

The first collection at Sunday Mass is for
those who contribute to the Thanksgiving
Offering by weekly envelopes or loose
cash. The second collection is allocated
towards the living and general expenses
of the Franciscan Friars in our parishes.
If you are not currently contributing to
the Thanksgiving Offering, and would
like to do so, please contact the Parish
Office during office hours.

‘Rembrandt’s painting (The Return of the Prodigal
Son) and his own tragic life have offered me a
context in which to discover that the final stage of
the spiritual life is to so fully let go of all fear of the
Father that it becomes possible to become like him.

Though | am both the younger son and the elder son,

| am not to remain them, but to become the Father.
‘Becoming like the heavenly Father is not just one
important aspect of Jesus’ teaching, it is the very
heart of his message. The great conversion called
for by Jesus is to move from belonging to the world
to belonging to God.’

Excerpts from The Return of the Prodigal Son by
Henri Nouwen

I have a son-in-law who
makes no bones about what he

My corner

thinks of religion, of ‘indoctrinating’ children,

of taking away ‘freedom of choice’ by
forcing church stuff on babies. He sends his
children to the local Catholic school!! Last

time he spoke to me on the phone, he was full
of praise for his son Jack. They have tuckshop
at school, very occasionally. Jack had worked

out what he would have last Monday, $3.25
worth. Suddenly, he said “No, I won’t have
tuckshop. Let’s give the money to some poor
children who have nothing to eat.” His father

was astounded, both at the spirit of generosity

displayed, and that a child would have such
an awareness of others. I have 3 other
grandchildren coming for a sleepover this

weekend who are all looking for jobs to do so

they can put money in their Project
Compassion boxes. One child boasted that
she has even been nice to her sister to raise
money! (Was it really worth 5¢?). These
stories speak to me about sacrifice, about
being willing to share what we have, about
reaching out to others, and developing a
social awareness. Lent offers us time for
reflection in these areas , and more. What
practical things are you doing? Have you
invited a neighbour for a meal yet? Have you
made the non-meat recipes from the
newsletter and put the savings in the Project
Compassion box? Have you considered the
plight of those who have no food, no water,
no shops, no money? What are you going to
do in the next few weeks?

Fiz Claxk, cFPastoral gfEssociate

FOURTH SUNDAY OF
LENT

Care for God'’s creation
has always been an
important part of Christian ¥
tradition. In this week’s -
Project Compassion story
we meet Clare from the
Southern Highlands in
Papua New Guinea. Clare works in the
maternity ward, supporting local women to
have access to safe maternity services. She
also works as an educator on maternal
health issues and provides ongoing support
to mothers about child health, nutrition and
prevention of disease. Your donation to
Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion
helps PNG communities to have access to
safe maternity and child health facilities as
well as primary health care.

THIS WEEK’S RECIPE FOR A
MEAT-FREE LENTEN MEAL—

LAYERED PASTA BAKE

Cooking time: 30 minutes; Serves: 4
Ingredients:

2 zucchini, sliced; 2 red capsicum,
deseeded and cut into quarters

2 eggplants, sliced

2 sweet potatoes, sliced

1 tablespoon olive oil

3 cloves garlic, crushed

2 leeks, sliced

850 g diced tomatoes (no added salt)

1 cup tomato-based pasta sauce

1 tablespoon fresh basil, finely shredded (or
1 teaspoon dried basil)

200 g pasta, cooked and drained

100 g reduced-fat feta cheese, crumbled
100 g reduced-fat ricotta cheese

Method:

1. Pre-heat oven to 200°C. Place capsicum,
eggplant and sweet potato under the grill.
Cook for 3- 5 minutes each side or until soft.
Remove from grill and chop. Place in a bowl
and stir in zucchini.

2. Heat oil in a medium saucepan. Add
garlic and leek and sauté 2-3 minutes. Add
tomatoes, tomato pasta sauce and basil and
stir to combine. Mix through pasta sauce.

3. Place half of the pasta mixture in a large
casserole dish. Top with grilled vegetables
then remaining pasta. Sprinkle with feta and
ricotta and bake for 15 minutes.

ST FRANCIS XAVIER PRIMARY SCHOOL
The School Office is open from 8.30am -
4.00pm Monday to Friday during school
term. Tours of the School are held on the
following dates. The tours are for
approximately 1 hour. Please meet at the
school office by 9.10am for Monday tours
and10.50am for Sunday tour. Mondays @
9.15am—15 March,19 April, 3 May, 24 May,
19 July, 9 August, 6 September, 11 October
and Sunday 11am on 2 May
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From Fr Bon

Christianity has not been tried and
found wanting. It has been found
difficult, and not tried.

G.K. Chesterton

(1874 —1936) English writer.

CLEANING POSITION AVAILABLE for a

reliable & honest person. Please call Vince
on 0414 853 486.

POINTS TO PONDER
+ Which of the characeers in the
GOospel do you identify with the
most? How might you react in
such circumstances?

LOST PROPERTY—THERE ARE BIBLES,
MISSALS, UMBRELLAS, READING GLASSES,
ETC, WAITING TO BE CLAIMED IN THE
SACRISTY AT SFX. PLEASE CHECK IF YOU
HAVE LOST SOMETHING AS IT IS PLANNED
TO DONATE UNCLAIMED ITEMS TO
CHARITY.

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




