
READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Micah 5:1-4 

Out of you will be born the one 
who is to rule over Israel. 
Heb 10:5-10 

I am coming to do your will. 
Lk 1:39-44 

Why should it happen that I am 
honoured with a visit from the 
mother of my Lord? 
 

Monday—Song 2:8-14 or  
Zeph 3:14-18; Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday 

1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday 

Malachi 3:1-4,23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday— 

NO MIDDAY MASS 
Friday 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Saturday—St Stephen 
Acts 6:8-10,7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 

HOLY FAMILY 

Sirach 3:2-6,12-14 (or 1Sam 

1:20-22,24-28); 

Col3:12-21 (or Jn 3:1-2,21-24); 

Lk 2:41-52 
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4th Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2009—Year C 

We warmly welcome all 
parishioners and visitors to 

today’s Eucharist. 
 

Our responses today are: 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
Let the clouds rain down the Just One, 
and the earth bring forth a Saviour. 
 
Psalm Response 
Lord, make us turn to you; 
let us see your face and we shall be 
saved. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of 
the Lord: may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
The Virgin is with child and shall bear 
a son, and she will call him Emmanuel. 

THE SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL                                             
WELCOMES DONATIONS TO THE GIVING TREE, 

FOR NEEDY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY. GIFTS 
SHOULD BE  LABELLED ‘MAN/WOMAN/CHILD/BABY/
AGE FROM?-TO? PLEASE DO NOT INDICATE WHAT 

THE GIFT IS ON THE CARD.  
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Jesus - God’s gift 

to creation 
John Duns Scotus, a Franciscan theologian               
emphasised God’s masterpiece: Jesus must 
result from something much greater and more 
positive rather than be caused by the sin of 
Adam.  Scotus says it must be God’s desire to 
share life and love, and Jesus is the culmination 
of God’s self gift to the world.  This is a revolu-
tionary idea and it restores our human dignity 
and our relationship with God in Jesus Christ.   It 
was always in God’s plan to send Jesus.  The 
word made flesh! 
 
The birth stories give differing accounts but 
agree on the central meaning about the identity 
of             Jesus: he is son of David and the Son 
of God, human and divine.   
 
This week, reflect on God’s supreme act of love 
in the Incarnation; the whole purpose of creation 
is for the Incarnation.  Jesus fulfils God’s eternal 
longing to become human, to share life and 
love.  Jesus is not plan B, sent simply to make 
up for sin.  All the readings for this week speak 
about promise and meaning, hope and life, 
pregnancy and flesh.  How fortunate we are to 
hear and ponder this good news. 
 
Sometimes the sacredness of life can be blem-
ished by a world of                    cynicism, suspi-
cion, oppression, poverty, violence, sickness 
and death.  Christmas is a reminder of how 
God’s word comes deeply embedded in human 
words and flesh.  In the     gospel today we hear 
two women sharing a sacred moment together, 
rejoicing with the gift of life in their wombs.  
Mary ’s  v is i t  to  El i zabe th  is  an                                    
example to us who bear Christ within us.  It is 
about the simple joy of children and the warmth 
of good friends and family. 
 
Christmas is also about all God’s children and 
the whole of creation.  As baptised members of 
God’s family, and as brothers and sisters of Je-
sus, we are invited and called to respond to the 
needs of others, helping them to celebrate and 
find life and experience God’s love through hu-
man               actions and love.  We live in a 
world graced by God; let us open our hearts to 
justice and peace, forgiveness and reconciliation 
for family members, generosity in poverty, kind-
ness and welcome to strangers including asylum 
seekers and refugees.  Let all creatures find a 
reason to celebrate this Christmas. 

 Fr Anthoni ofm 

    

CAROLS AT THE GROVECAROLS AT THE GROVECAROLS AT THE GROVECAROLS AT THE GROVE    
The Grove Uniting Church 

147 Woodhouse Grove 
Box Hill North 

TONIGHT! 
Sunday 20 December—8pm-10pm 

with the Box Hill City Band 



FRIARS OF THE PARISHES 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 

Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours:  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 

__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 
9.00 am—10.30 am 

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 
______________________________ 

In the event of needing a  

priest urgently, please  
telephone 9890 2231 at any  

time of the day. 
__________________________ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronika Bellis            Liz Clark 
Pat Cleary          Dianna Hardy 
Breta Cohen               Carmel Purdey         
Ann-Marie Diggins Monique Waring       
Jane D’Souza                (ex-officio) 
Anthony Kennedy  
Peter Leonard     

Next meeting : 4 February 2010 
______________________________ 

 

LITURGY TIMES  
St Clare’s 

Sunday          9.00am 
Weekdays:   

Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 

Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 
Sunday              8.00 am  

   10.00am 
 (Italian)                11.30 am  

    5.00 pm 
Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 

Confessions: 
Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 

other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
________________________________ 

 
MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS 
Bookings can be made with the 
St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 

and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 

bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 

weeks notice, so that the family can 
be visited & parents can attend a 

preparation course. 
 

BAPTISMS  
St Francis Xavier’s— 

1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  
12.30 pm  

St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  
 

ATTENTION ALL ST CLARE’S VOLUNTEERS & MINISTERS 
Father Anthoni would like to celebrate with you 
all, by having a BBQ at 5pm on Wednesday 6th 
January 2010 in the courtyard of St Clare’s   
Parish Facility (the old school quadrangle). 
Drinks and meat will be provided. Please RSVP 
to SFX Parish Office on 9890 2231 by             
Wednesday 23rd December & let us know if you 
are able to bring a salad or dessert. 
______________________________________ 
RCIA—Our last meeting for the year was a 
somewhat emotional one.  Diana & Oliviah 
(from our last RCIA) joined us to tell of their 
experience, of being baptised last Easter. Luisa 
also spoke of her experience of being welcomed 
into the church for herself and her children (who 
were baptised) two weeks ago.  RCIA takes a 
short break to recharge our energy levels for the 
lead up to Easter 2010. We thank you for your 
support and prayer during 2009 and wish you a 
happy and safe Christmas from us all.   
~ Lisa Norton 
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WALKING GROUP RESUMES  
30 JANUARY 2010 

SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER      12.30PM                                          
                                              2-4PM 

BAPTISMS AT SFX 
REHEARSAL FOR 6 PM CHRISTMAS MASS AT SFX 

THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER  
SFX—VIGIL 6PM, 9PM, MIDNIGHT 

SC—VIGIL 6.30PM, 10.30PM 

NO MIDDAY MASS 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED—REOPENS 20 JANUARY 2010 
 

FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER   
SFX—9AM MASS, 10.30AM ITALIAN 

SC—10AM MASS           

CHRISTMAS DAY 

ROSTERS—ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S 
DURING THE DECEMBER/JANUARY BREAK,                        

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION &     
MINISTERS OF THE WORD ARE REQUESTED TO                  

VOLUNTEER AT MASSES AS REQUIRED. 
Altar Linen       
December 20 C Pollocks 
December 27 M Cahill 
Counters 
December 20 R&Y Roy 
December 27 P McLaughlin, G Kitch 
Collectors 5pm 
December 20  P Aldag 
December 27 A Cutts 
Rosary Statue 
December 20—La family, 4/1095 Whitehorse Rd 

December 27 M&L Soulsby, 7 Simpsons Rd 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator  
December 20 G Tabacchiera 
December 27 D Amato 
Lettori   
December 20 N Pozzobon, J Amato 
December 27 A Lanza, S Faulisi 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
December 20 M Casamento, M Salamone 
December 27 D Amato, G Massarotti 
ST CLARE’S—December 27 
Ministers of the Word 
9.00am      
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
9.00am         
Piety Stall—December 27 
9.00am  Farry family  

_____________________________________ 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

Could you help drive the Senior Citizens to 
their meeting on Wednesdays? It is at St 
Clare’s Parish House The more volunteers we 
have the less days you are on the roster. 
There is also a need for drivers in the Lexton 
Road area to drive a lady to 9.00 Mass on a 
Sunday. I would like to thank all the present 
drivers for their help during 2009 and wish 
every one a safe, Happy and Holy                          
Christmas—Angela 9849 1492 or Denise 
9898 5877 
_____________________________________________ 
DONATIONS OF TOYS AND CHILDREN’S 

CLOTHING needed for Samata Sarana,                  
Kindigoda, Sri Lanka. Samata Sarana feeds 
over 500 people a day, runs a day care centre 

for single parents, a school for over 300 plus  

children who also receive breakfast and lunch, 
a day  centre for the elderly who are also fed 
and sent home with dinner packets. Please                   
contact: Michelle on 9898 7021. 

 This week’s gospel story focuses 
on Mary and her joyful and        
willing acceptance of God’s gift to 

her and to our world. I think about Mary, - how 
young she must have been (maybe about 12 or 
14), how well versed in scripture, how open to 
the Spirit, how generous in her response to 
Elizabeth’s news. How scared she must have 
been too. God gives us all sorts of gifts each 
and every day. What is our response? Are we 
joyful? To be honest,  I don’t see much joy                  
bubbling out of the people I meet every day. 
Sometimes there is a sense of peace,                          
happiness, friendship, tolerance—as discussed 
last week. But joy seems to be in short supply. 
It’s worth taking some time to contemplate all 
the things that bring a sense of joy to our lives.    
– count your blessings. Willing acceptance of 
God’s gifts is another thing—sometimes we feel 
quite reluctant to accept what God gives us—
maybe our talents, maybe our faith, maybe our 
bodies, maybe the answers to the prayers we 
utter. Mary had the ability to see that even                   
unexpected gifts can be received with                
openness and joy. As we move into the last 
week before Christmas, I pray that we all              
remain open to all the things that the love of 
God offers us. 

Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 
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From Fr Ben—One person with a belief 
(e.g. in the real significance of Christmas BC) 
is equal to a force of ninety-nine who have 
only interests. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), 
British economist & philosopher 


