
READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

 

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Zeph 3:14-18 

With gladness the Lord will            

rejoice over you. 

Phil 4:4-7 

The Lord is near. 

Lk 3:10-18 

What, then, must we do? 

 

Monday—St John of the Cross 
Num 24:2-7, 15-17; Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday 

Zeph 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday 

Is 45:6-8, 18, 21-25; Lk 7:18-23 

Thursday 

Gen 49: 2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 

Friday 

Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-24 

Saturday 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25; Lk 1:5-25 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Micah 5:1-4 

Heb 10:5-10 

Lk 1:39-44 
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3rd Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2009—Year C 

 
We warmly welcome all 

parishioners and visitors to 
today’s Eucharist. 

 

Our responses today are: 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
say, rejoice! The Lord is near. 
 
Psalm Response 
Cry out with joy and gladness: 
for among you is the great and Holy 
One of Israel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me; he sent me to bring Good 
News to the poor. Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Say to the anxious: be strong and fear 
not, our God will come to save us. 
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Promise of joy 
 

The readings today invite us into the presence of 
God.  A curious mixture of joy and love, and a                

profound challenge is placed before us.  The time of 
the Prophet Zephaniah was one of great political 
turmoil among super powers: Assyria, Egypt and 

Babylon. Israel suffered under these powers.  After 
calling Israel to conversion, the prophet comforted 
the people, using rich and charming images.  “The 
Lord your God is in your midst, renewing us in love. 

The Lord will rejoice over you.”  
 

We can know the peace that surpasses all                     
understanding, the peace that comes from God.  But 
discipleship has a cost.  “What must we do?”, all the 
people asked John the Baptist.  His answer was: to 

generously care for those in need, fairness in                
business, no violence, and no corruption –to live lives 

of integrity. 
 

In our current world we too face social, economic and 
political challenges that affect our lives: issues of 
global poverty, hunger, and corporate corruption.  
National policies involving war and nuclear arms 

become a Gospel concern.  No hunger, no cheating 
and no violence; these are not just casual answers 

but real challenges to our global society. 
To eliminate violence from our world we need to work 
for justice and better conditions, for everyone.  There 
are many unhappy people in our world, caught in a 
vicious cycle of poverty, corruption, and civil war.  
Unemployment and poor living conditions cause 
many people to migrate to look for work.  We are 
seeing many displaced people.  In big cities in the 

developed world, problems of drugs, violence, greed, 
the dysfunctional family, addiction, loneliness, stress 

and mental health issues are rampant.  
 

“What I want is your happiness”, Paul tells the               
Philippians in the second reading today.  What can 
we do to make people happy this Christmas?  How 
can we put a smile on some faces this Christmas?  
As a Christian community, how can we spread the 

message of joy and hope?  While you are doing this, 
think of the many people who give joy and peace to 

others, and remind us of God’s presence in our 
world.  We will have double happiness by cheering 

others up!  
 

In these weeks of preparation for Christmas in the 
midst of stress and consumerism, how will you            

respond to questions put to John the Baptist and to 

Jesus? 

Fr Anthoni ofm 
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FRIARS OF THE PARISHES 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 
Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 
Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours:  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 
__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 
9.00 am—10.30 am 

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 
______________________________ 
In the event of needing a  

priest urgently, please  
telephone 9890 2231 at any  

time of the day. 
__________________________ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronika Bellis            Liz Clark 
Pat Cleary          Dianna Hardy 
Breta Cohen               Carmel Purdey         
Ann-Marie Diggins Monique Waring       
Jane D’Souza                (ex-officio) 
Anthony Kennedy  
Peter Leonard     
Next meeting : 4 February 2010 
______________________________ 
 
LITURGY TIMES  
St Clare’s 

Sunday          9.00am 
Weekdays:   

Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             

Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 

Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 
Sunday              8.00 am  

   10.00am 
 (Italian)                11.30 am  

    5.00 pm 
Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 

Confessions: 
Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 

other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
________________________________ 

 
MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS 
Bookings can be made with the 
St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 
and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 
weeks notice, so that the family can 
be visited & parents can attend a 
preparation course. 
 
BAPTISMS  

St Francis Xavier’s— 
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  

12.30 pm  
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  

 

ATTENTION ALL ST CLARE’S VOLUNTEERS 
& MINISTERS 
Father Anthoni would like to celebrate with you 
all, by having a BBQ at 5pm on Wednesday 6th 
January 2010 in the courtyard of St Clare’s   
Parish Facility (the old school quadrangle). 
Drinks and meat will be provided. Please RSVP 
to SFX Parish Office on 9890 2231 by               
Wednesday 23rd December & let us know if you 
are able to bring a salad or dessert. 
______________________________________ 
WALKING GROUP 
The Walking Group is now in recess & will           
resume on 30 January 2010. 
______________________________________ 
MEDITATION GROUP 
The Wednesday Night meditation is now in  
recess & will resume on 3 February 1010. 
______________________________________ 

Shortbread biscuits for sale at SFX          
Parish Office for Food At The Barn 

Macadamia $3 & plain $2.50 
__________________________________ 
FRANCISCAN CALENDARS FOR 2010                
Are now available from SFX Parish Office for $6 
each. This year they feature photos of the   
Franciscan sites in Assisi. 
______________________________________ 
ST CLARE’S PIETY STALL  
NOW AVAILABLE: St Vincent De Paul               
Christmas Cards ($3 pack 5), Franciscan  
Calendars ($6), Columban Calendars ($7). 
______________________________________ 
WYD2011 IN MADRID  
Pilgrimage packages and costs to attend 
WYD2011 in Madrid are still being determined 
(WYD2011 has not yet announced registration 
costs etc). However they are likely to be in the 
vicinity of $4,000-5,500 per pilgrim. These             
pilgrimage costs will be all-inclusive of WYD 
registration, airfares, accommodation and a pre 
or post WYD tour/retreat. We are hopeful that 
we will be able to provide detailed packages 
and costings prior to mid-2010.  
http://www.aoy.org.au/wyd08-anniversary/ 

SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER       
                                          11.30AM 
                                         12.15 PM            
                                              2-4PM 

SPECIAL COLLECTION—MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSION 
BAPTISM AT ST CLARE’S 
SENIORS DINNER AT ST CLARE'S 
REHEARSAL FOR 6 PM CHRISTMAS MASS AT SFX 

MONDAY 14 DECEMBER        8.30AM      
                                             
                                           

SENIOR  MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX   
(CALL JUDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) 
 

TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER     12.45PM                             
                                            7.30PM 

LEGION OF MARY AT SFX 
RCIA  (SFX PHMR) 

WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER  8.30AM  
                                       9AM-11AM 
                                           
                                            2.00PM    
                                            7.30PM 
                                            7.30PM 

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY) 
PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481 
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252 
RECONCILIATION AT ST CLARE’S 
PRACTICE FOR SFX CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 
BAPTISM PROGRAM—SFX PHMR 

THURSDAY 17 DECEMBER    
    7.30PM 

END SCHOOL YEAR 
RECONCILIATION AT SFX 

FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER            4-6PM 
 

CHOIR PRACTICE FOR CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS AT SFX 

SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER     9.00AM 
                

PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE. 

SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER      12.30PM 
                                           2-4PM 

BAPTISMS AT SFX 
REHEARSAL FOR 6 PM CHRISTMAS MASS AT SFX 

 
♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫ 

REHEARSALS FOR 6 PM                           
CHRISTMAS MASS 

EACH SUNDAY 2.00—4.00 PM.  
ALL YOUNG MUSICIANS MOST                    

WELCOME. CONTACT LUCY FOR                  
FURTHER DETAILS 9890 0828 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
FRIDAY 18 DECEMBER        4-6PM 

CHOIR PRACTICE FOR CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT 
MASS AT SFX 

♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫ 
 

THE SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE 
PAUL WELCOMES DONATIONS TO 

THE GIVING TREE, FOR NEEDY          
FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY. 
GIFTS SHOULD BE LABELLED 

‘MAN/WOMAN/CHILD/BABY/AGE 
FROM?-TO? PLEASE DO NOT INDICATE 

WHAT THE GIFT IS ON THE CARD.  
 

SFX Parish Office will close on  
Wednesday December 23 at 4.30pm  
& reopen on Wednesday January 20  

at 9.30am.  
Urgent messages only may be left on the  

answering machine & one of the  
friars will respond as soon as possible. 

Maker of time, clocks & calendars, 
help us who are short of time. So 
quickly we have come to the last 
page of this year’s calendar. Gift us 
in these Advent days with the                
patience of the ancient ones who 
waited for Emmanuel’s first coming. 
Teach us the secret that true                 
patience is productive waiting so 
that we might be fruitful in prayer, 
word & deed. Amen. 



ROSTERS 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S—DECEMBER 20 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
6.00pm V Bellis, R Meyers, J Morison,  
 L Lampard, G Machado 
8.00am F Neyland, J Reid  
10.00am  F Fitzgerald, M Hughes, M Blundy, 
 V&G Mooney, I Abraham, W Tan 
5.00pm      P Aldag 
Ministers of the Word 
6.00pm      E Colafella, J Wells 
8.00am      B Reid  
10.00am    L Norton, P Fitzgerald 
5.00pm      M Slevison, L Soulsby 
Welcomers 
6.00pm      G Machado, M&D Williamsz 
10.00am   V&B Burns 
Children’s Liturgy 
December 20—4th Sunday Advent—Group A 
Altar Linen       
December 13 M Buhler 
December 20 C Pollocks 
Counters 
December 13 P Eng & HH Yeoh 
December 20 R&Y Roy 
Collectors 5pm 
December 13  L Soulsby 
December 20  P Aldag 
Rosary Statue 
December 13—M Scarfe, 12 Clota Ave 
December 20—La family, 4/1095 Whitehorse Rd 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator  
December 13 G Amato 
December 20 G Tabacchiera 
Lettori   
December 13 C Gibellini, P Grech 
December 20 N Pozzobon, J Amato 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
December 13 R Bidinost, G Tabacchiera 
December 20 M Casamento, M Salamone 
ST CLARE’S—December 20 
Ministers of the Word 
9.00am     K McMahon, A McGovern, N Farry 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
9.00am        P Cleary, D Wolbers, P Wolbers 
Piety Stall—December 20 
9.00am  Glass family 
________________________________________ 

In this week’s second   

reading, Paul has a very                

pertinent message to deliver. He 

says “Let your tolerance be evident to                       

everyone.” When the pace of life is so hectic, 

when traffic comes to a standstill far too often, 

when shopping centres are jam-packed and 

parking is at a premium, we need to remember 

‘tolerance’ - it should become our mantra for 

the day.  As we try to finish a million tasks 

before Christmas and the holidays, we can 

reflect on exactly what tolerance means.            

According to the Thesaurus on the computer, 

it has quite a range of meanings—

broadmindedness,  open-mindedness, lenience, 

acceptance, forbearance, patience, easiness, 

charity, all of which  suggest much more than 

just putting up with other people and their 

foibles. With these words in mind, I think that, 

if we exercise   tolerance, particularly with 

those who are nearest to us—our families—we 

will be doing a great deal towards bringing 

about true peace on earth at Christmas. The 

Advent Reconciliation services—next 

Wednesday at 2pm at St Clare’s, and next 

Thursday at 7.30 at SFX - give us all an              

excellent opportunity to consider how tolerant 

we are, how we treat others, whether we 

choose to forgive and forget, how open we are 

to one another. Please join us on one of these 

occasions, and allow yourself some time to 

assess, seek forgiveness, and move on to 

Christmas with true peace in your hearts. 
Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER    

� ‘What must we do?’ Are there 
things which you can do in your 
life in order to live more             
ethically? 

We welcome all new parishioners. Please 
complete one of the blue forms at the 

back of the church, and place on  
collection plate/in box provided.  
A parish rep. will contact you to 

 welcome you and advise you of the  
activities and organisations at St  
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s. 

TIMOR LESTE  
At this stage we have decided to focus on 
the much neglected primary school in             
Weberek which has received no other 
funds, either government or donated, except 
from the Box Hill  parishes.   
Christmas Gift Cards are             
available from the Parish 
Office or by contacting Val 
Mooney on 98982602 or 
0421816682.   
Thank you very much for your generosity in 
the past and we look forward with                       
enthusiasm to a new year of working                
together in our fund raising activities and in 
developing our partnership with the                  
Franciscan parishes in Timor Leste. 
__________________________________ 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
Building Project  
The building project is continuing to make 
progress, although it is a little slower than 
we anticipated. The architects and builders 
are currently finalising all costs and             
variations to the project. After this the             
remaining contracts will be established  
between the builders and various trades. 
After stage one is complete the final two 
stages should progress smoothly. We have 
the support of Mark Anderson from the   
Melbourne Catholic Education Archdiocese 
office. Mark is ensuring that all stakeholders 
in the project are accountable for their           
costing, which will help ensure we get the 
best resources and facilities we can within 
the grant allocation. We are confident stage 
one will be complete very early in Term 1, 
2010. Carpet is booked to be laid mid          
January and then the joinery will follow. 
After these two trades are complete the 
project will be very close to handover. Stage 
one of the refurbishment is looking really 
good and once the whole project is               
complete you will have both modern and 
very appealing school facilities and              
resources.  
Thank You and Farewell  
As my journey with the Saint Francis Xavier 
School community draws to a close I take 
this opportunity to offer my sincere thanks to 
all the families, children and staff who have 
enriched my time at SFX over the past 11 
years. I will move on with such fond          
memories and gratitude for the wonderful 
relationships that I have been able to               
establish with so many of you, both past 
and present. As I begin a new chapter of my 
educational vocation I hope that I am able to 
share with the St Anne’s school community 
all of the leadership skills that SFX has            
provided me with. In particular I thank                
Carmel for all the leadership opportunities 
and friendship that she has provided me 
with over the past 5 years. To have been 
guided by such an outstanding leader is 
something I will always be grateful for. You 
are truly blessed to have such caring             
children, parents and teachers in one of the 
most vibrant Catholic primary school              
communities that I have experienced. I will 
look forward to hearing all the great news 
and events that are happening at SFX in the 
future. Wishing you a safe and happy 
Christmas and holiday break. With my best 
wishes to each and every one of you.             
Michael Edmonds, Deputy Principal  

From Fr Ben  A tall attractive young 

blonde went into a shoe store to buy 
some low-heeled shoes. She was 
asked: “What are they to go with?” 
She replied: “A short, very rich man.” 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE A              
DIRECT LINK TO THE ONLINE              

PARISH NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL 
EACH WEEK? 

Please email sfxbh@celestial.com.au 
with “Please add me to icontact” in the 

subject line if you would like to be  
included in the weekly mail-out next 

year. 
__________________________________ 

 
BE READY! THE ‘BOX HILL BUZZ’ IS                 
COMING! OUT NEXT WEEK IN BOTH 

CHURCHES! 
____________________________________ 

THE MELBOURNAIRES HARMONY CHORUS  
  Melbourne’s leading a cappella ensemble  

Singing four part harmony in barbershop style 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Invite you to hear Carols for Christmas & other 

popular songs at 
BOX HILL CENTRO FROM 1PM ON 

DECEMBER 15, 17 & 21 
_____________________________ 
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MASS TODAY.MASS TODAY.MASS TODAY.MASS TODAY.    

This weekThis weekThis weekThis week  
 

Make a special effort to live 
ethically this week. 



St Francis Xavier’s Catholic Parish 

1087 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill 
 

Sunday 29th November  

1st Sunday Of Advent  

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian, 

5pm 

Sunday 6th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian, 

5pm 

 

Sunday 13th December 

3rd Sunday of Advent  

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian, 

5pm 

 

Thursday 17th December  

RECONCILIATION at 7.30pm 

 

Sunday 20th December   

4th Sunday of Advent 

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian, 

5pm 

  

Thursday 24th December 

6.00 pm  FAMILY MASS 

   (Carols at 5.30pm) 

9.00 pm  MASS 

Midnight  MASS 

   (Carols at 11.30 pm) 

 

Friday 25th December  

9.00 am  MASS 

10.30 am ITALIAN MASS 

 

Sunday 27th December   HOLY FAMILY 

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian, 

5pm 

Friday 1st January-New Year’s Day   

12 Noon Mass 

St Clare’s Catholic Parish 

138 Woodhouse Grove 

Box Hill North 
 

Sunday 29th November 

1st Sunday of Advent  

9am 

 

Sunday 6th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent  

9am 

PASTA DAY @ 12.30PM 

 

Sunday 13th December 

3rd Sunday of Advent  

9am 

SENIORS DINNER @ 12.15PM 

 

Wednesday 16th December  

RECONCILIATION at 2pm 

 

Sunday 20th December   

4th Sunday of Advent  

9am 

   

 

Thursday 24th December 

6.30pm  FAMILY MASS 

   (Carols at 6pm) 

 

10.30 pm  MASS    

   (Carols at 10 pm) 

 

Friday 25th December 

10.00 am MASS 
 

 

Sunday 27th December   HOLY FAMILY 

9am 

 

Friday 1st January-New Year’s Day   

9.00am Mass      

2009200920092009    

PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS AN AMENDED LIST OF MASS TIMES 


