
READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

33rd SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

Dan 12:1-3 

When that time comes your own 

people will be spared. 

Heb 10:11-14, 18 

By a single offering he has 

achieved the eternal perfection of 

those who are sanctified. 

Mk 13:24-32 

He shall gather his elect from the 

four winds. 

Monday 

1 Macc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,          

62-64;  Lk 18:35-43 

Tuesday-St Elizabeth of Hungary 

2 Macc 6:18-31; Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday 

2 Macc 7:1,20-31; Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday 

1 Macc 2:15-29; Lk 19:41-44 

Friday 
1 Macc 4:36-37,52-59; Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday-Presentation of the 

Virgin Mary 

1 Macc 6:1-13; Lk 20:27-40 

NEXT SUNDAY 

CHRIST THE KING 

Dan 7:13-14; Apoc 1:5-8;  

Jn 18:33-37 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 15th, 2009—Year B 

We warmly welcome all 
parishioners and visitors to 

today’s Eucharist. 
 

Our responses today are: 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
The Lord says: my plans for you are 
peace and not disaster; when you call 
to me, I will listen to you, and I will 
bring you back to the place from which 
I exiled you. 
 
Psalm Response 
Keep me safe, O God; you are my 
hope. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                    
Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and pray 
constantly, that you may be worthy to 
stand before the Son of Man. Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
It is good for me to be with the Lord 
and to put my hope in him. 
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“End time” 
For scaremongers this weekend’s readings are a 

treat to cement their conviction that the end of 

time is near, pointing to all that is going on in 

our world.  Earthquakes, tsunami, floods, wars, 

drought, global warming - are these not signs 

that the end is here, some may wonder? 
 

The truth as we all have experienced is that 

there is always an end and a new beginning to 

everything in life: to the tasks that we perform, 

to seasons, tragedies, wars, projects , birth and 

death and, whether we like it or not, we are part 

of this life cycle.  So as Christians we need to 

think about the end of time in the context of the 

Paschal Mystery, which is healthy and good for 

our faith development.   It can become an             

unhealthy obsession when we subscribe to              

everything from astrology to science in trying to 

work out exactly when the end will happen. 
 

It is also immature to dismiss all talk about the 

end time, or to choose to ignore and avoid any 

dialogue about the cosmic eschatology                          

involving the whole of history.   All that                 

happens in our world has some ramification in 

our lives; we are programming our own future.  

Like refugees and asylum seekers, are we not 

all looking for a better life? - From the most 

basic things, like food and shelter, to all the 

opportunities that life presents. Yet ours is an 

imperfect world which is still evolving and will 

come to pass. We are part of this great                    

movement, part of salvation history. 
 

Awareness and acceptance that we are only 

finite creatures and that we have a limited time 

on earth as individuals is an important factor in 

how we live.  There may not be time for                   

everything, we have to prioritise, “can’t do     

everything and experience all”.  Like most              

people, who have gone before us, there will be 

things left unfinished, incompleteness and            

fulfilment yet to be experienced.  All will come 

to pass, so this should help us to take God              

seriously and to direct some of our time and 

energy to be part of something big like the      

kingdom of God and be involved in the                             

salvation work of Christ.  For a long time we 

have focused on individual salvation in isolation 

from the whole of human history, with very 

little reference to the cosmic eschatology. 

‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it,

…………. no one but the Father.’                                       

    Fr Anthoni ofm 

This weekThis weekThis weekThis week  
What signs of growth, life, death or 
change do you see around  you—in the  
natural world, your community, your 
family, yourself? Be attentive to 

change this week. 



FRIARS OF THE PARISHES 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 

Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours:  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 

__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 
9.00 am—10.30 am 

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 
______________________________ 

In the event of needing a  

priest urgently, please  
telephone 9890 2231 at any  

time of the day. 
__________________________ 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronika Bellis              Liz Clark 

Breta Cohen                Dianna Hardy 
Ann-Marie Diggins       Carmel Purdey         

Anthony Kennedy Monique Waring     
Peter Leonard         (ex-officio) 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS  

OF THE PPC— 
Jane D’Souza & Pat Cleary 

   

Next meeting : 4 February 2010 

______________________________ 

LITURGY TIMES  
St Clare’s 
Sunday          9.00am 

Weekdays:   
Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 
Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 

Sunday              8.00 am  
   10.00am 

 (Italian)                11.30 am  
    5.00 pm 

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 
Confessions: 

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 
other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
_________________________________ 

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS 
Bookings can be made with the 

St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 

and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 

bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 

weeks notice, so that the family can 
be visited & parents can attend a 

preparation course. 
 

BAPTISMS  
St Francis Xavier’s— 

1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  
12.30 pm  

St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  
 

 
CURRY NIGHT—21 NOVEMBER 
At St Clare’s New Hall, (ENTER FROM                   
KILLARA ST) after 6pm Mass at SFX. 
All welcome—please bring plate to share either: 

∗ A curry 

∗ A salad 

∗ A dessert 
______________________________________ 
 
AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
November 19—Day of Reflection  with Liz 
Clark, starting at 10.30 am, in the SFX Parish 
House Meeting Room.  Please bring your lunch. 
The following week is the film “Young Victoria”, 
with Emily Blunt. This will cost $16.00. Please 
ring Marg  (9803 4973) to book. The coach will 
leave SFX church at 9.30 am. As usual, all             
parishioners and friends are welcome to attend. 
______________________________________       
 
FRANCISCAN CALENDARS FOR 2010                
Are now available from SFX Parish Office for $6 
each. This year they feature photos of the   
Franciscan sites in Assisi. Not too early to buy 
now for Christmas presents! 
______________________________________ 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS CARDS 
are now available after Masses on Sunday & 
from SFX Parish Office during business hours. 
$6 for a pack of 10 cards. 
______________________________________ 
 
ST CLARE’S PIETY STALL  
NOW AVAILABLE: St Vincent De Paul               
Christmas Cards ($3 pack 5), Franciscan  
Calendars ($6), Columban Calendars (7). 
______________________________________ 
 
CALL FOR MUSICIANS 
We are starting to think about music for the 
Christmas masses and would love to hear from 
anyone who would like to be involved as a 
singer or instrumentalist, whether you started 
playing this year or have a lot of experience. 
Please contact Lucy Pfeifer on 9890 0828 or 
lucy_pfeifer@yahoo.com.au or Colin Bellis on 
9898 8639 or vcdeb@optusnet.com.au  

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER      12.30PM 
 

2 BAPTISMS AT SFX 

MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER        8.30AM      
                                             
                                          10.30AM 

SENIOR  MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX   
(CALL JUDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME. 
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY—NEW 
HALL AT ST CLARE’S. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706 

TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER     12.45PM                             
                                            7.30PM 

LEGION OF MARY AT SFX 
RCIA  (SFX PHMR) 

WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER  8.30AM  
                                       9AM-11AM 
                                           
                                            7.30PM 

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY) 
PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481 
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252 
MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING ROOM 

THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER   10.30AM 
                                             

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB-DAY OF REFLECTION AT SFX PHMR 
(SEE BELOW)  

FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER          7.30PM 
                                7.30PM-9.00PM           

ST VINCENT DE PAUL MASS FOR DECEASED MEMBERS 
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR 

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER    9.00AM 
               AFTER 6PM MASS AT SFX 

PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE. 
CURRY NIGHT AT ST CLARE’S HALL (SEE BELOW)  

SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER      10.00AM 
                                           

GRADE 5 FAMILY MASS 

 
THANK YOU! 
Father Anthoni has received a letter from Pat 
Tierney who is retiring from her duties as a 
Eucharistic Minister & Reader at SFX parish 
after many years. Pat has also volunteered 
weekly for many years at the St Vincent de 
Paul Nursing Home in Box Hill. Thank you Pat 
for your tireless & generous service to the 
parish. 
____________________________________ 
Sister Mary Noonan would like to thank                
parishioners for purchasing her book “Nun the 
Wiser” last weekend. $3,000 was raised for 
the Education of Village Children in Papua 
New Guinea, which is Sister Mary is                     
extremely pleased about. 

PARISH DIARY DATES 2010 

It is essential for planning purposes that all 
proposed dates for 2010 be submitted to the 

Parish Office by Friday November 27.  
Dates can be emailed to the Parish  

Office at: sfxbh@celestial.com.au OR the 
Parish Calendar for 2010 is available during 
Office Hours for groups to fill their dates. 

Please call Monique on 9890 2231 with any 
queries. 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS 
 

Our Thank You Christmas 
Lunch to the Seniors (60+) 
will be held on Sunday                         

December 13th in St Clare’s 
Parish Hall @ 12.15.               
Bookings to the Parish  
Offices—$18 pp, by December 1st. 
Help wanted on Sat December 12th 

@ 1pm to help set up.  
Help wanted on Sunday December 
13th from 12pm on to help with                 
serving &  washing dishes. 

Please advise the Parish Office if you 
are able to help.  



ROSTERS 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S—NOVEMBER 22 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
6.00pm E&A Fabian, L Lampard 
8.00am J Reid   
10.00am  M Sinclair, K Fazio, I Abraham 
5.00pm      M Soulsby 
Ministers of the Word 
6.00pm      J Wells, M Rossely 
8.00am      B Reid   
10.00am    GRADE 5 
5.00pm      L Sanelli, J O’Brien 
Welcomers 
6.00pm      B&M Mahoney 
10.00am    GRADE 5 
Children’s Liturgy 
December 6—2nd Sunday of Advent—Group B 
December 13—3rd Sunday of Advent—Group C 
Altar Linen       
November 15 H Emery 
November 22 E O’Brien 
Counters 
November 15 P McGlin, P Madzarevic 
November 22 H Kerwin, M O’Connor 
Collectors 5pm 
November 15 A Cutts 
November 22 L Soulsby 
Rosary Statue 
November 15—M Cahill, 167 Dorking Rd 
November 22—P Stagg, 116 Dorking Rd 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator  
November 15 D Amato 
November 22 R Bidinost 
Lettori   
November 15 G Amato, C Gibellini 
November 22 V Peluso, M Salamone 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
November 15 M Salamone, G Massarotti 
November 22 G Tabacchiera, D Amato 
ST CLARE’S—NOVEMBER 22 
Ministers of the Word 
9.00am        T Nicholson, M Hardy, D Hardy 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
9.00am        D Wolbers, P Wolbers, H Keown 
Piety Stall—November 2 
9.00am  P Green 

________________________________________ 
PROFESSIONAL SALES & MARKETING person 
looking for career in suitable sales and marketing 
related job. (MBA- Sales and Marketing) 
Contact information - onthenet73@live.com 
Mobile- 0432445704 
________________________________________ 

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 

One person to share villa unit in Box Hill North, 
furnished, non-smoker, students welcome. Please 
call Helen 9899 0151. 
________________________________________ 

I find it interesting how, with 

just a few days of heat, we look 

back with longing at winter with some new 

sort of affection, wishing for cold winds and  

rain and less sun. Only months ago we were 

wishing for summer. We are indeed hard to 

please.  The hot weather gives us warnings 

about lots of things—e.g. our fluid intake, the 

slip, slop slap message, water usage, bushfires, 

and we take care to guard against the dangers  

of being in the sun too long or at the hottest 

time of day. This means we need to read the 

signs of what is going on, and make decisions 

about out behaviour. Today’s gospel talks 

about this, but on a far grander scale. In                     

somewhat scary language, Mark reminds us 

that we always need to be alert and ready for 

the time when God comes—both for when we 

die and at the end of time. This means keeping 

our souls in order—living good  lives, having 

God centrally in all we do, caring for one  

another. St Luke says in the gospel                               

acclamation: “Be watchful, pray constantly, 

that you may be worthy to stand before the 

Son of Man.” Some people worry a lot about 

this final judgment—what will it be like              

having to face God with all the mistakes and 

sins we have collected around us over years.  

A much more positive thing to do is to live in 

such a way that we know God will welcome 

us home and commend us for a job well done. 

As we head into the last weeks of the Church’s 

year and Advent time, it’s sensible to look to 

the signs in our lives—whether  we are             

heading in the right direction or the wrong 

way, and adjust our lives accordingly. 
Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER    
 

� What helps you to live in an 
expectant & watchful way? 

� “My words will not pass away.” 
Which words of Jesus stay 
with you most? 

We welcome all new parishioners. Please 
complete one of the blue forms at the 
back of the church, and place on  
collection plate/in box provided.  
A parish rep. will contact you to 

 welcome you and advise you of the  
activities and organisations at St  
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s. 

 
ALMA MATER: MUSIC FROM THE            
VATICAN – A UNIQUE ALBUM  Hear for 
the first time the Holy Father singing and 
praying, accompanied by The Choir of the 
Philharmonic Academy of Rome, recorded 
in St Peter’s Basilica. The album, to be                   
released on 27 November, comes in three 
formats.  Proceeds will provide music                   
education for underprivileged children 
around the world. To pre-order your copy, 
please go to www.almamaterstore.com.au 
__________________________________‘
’Be good, keep your feet dry, your eyes 
open, your heart at peace and your soul in 
the joy of Christ.’  - Thomas Merton                

__________________________________

Franciscan Reading (A reading 
from 'The Sayings of Brother Giles')                                            
Brother Giles once asked a friar, "What do 
the professors say that contemplation is?"  
The friar responded, "I do not know.  What 
do you say that contemplation is?"  Brother 
Giles asserted, "Contemplation has seven 
stages:  fire, perfume, trance,                              
contemplation, zest, equipoise, and glory.                       
"By fire I mean the light that dawns on the 
spirit approaching prayer.  This prayer is 
like a perfume that is sweet and rises every 
time God's name is mentioned.  So caught 
up in this light and heavenly aroma, the 
senses shut down and the body goes into a 
trance.   When the heart and mind are 
turned to God, then this is contemplation -   
it is the zest, the taste of God: as the psalm 
says, 'taste and see that the Lord is good.'  
Equipoise is the relaxation of spirit                               
encountered in the stillness which finally 
gives way to glory and happiness.                      
"The Bible teaches many works of mercy, 
like clothing the naked, feeding the hungry 
and so on.  Yet it is prayer that the Lord 
requires of us.  Good actions clothe the 
soul in splendour but prayer is a many-
splendoured thing.                                                         
"Friars who live holy lives are like wolves.  
Only urgent necessity can make wolves 
prowl, and they never loiter in populated 
areas."                                                                         
Lord, you want us to encounter you in 
the silence.  Come to us, Lord, and 
make us a holy people.  May our actions 
reflect our inner love of you. 
 

From Fr Ben   
Those who can make you believe absurdities can make 

you can make you commit atrocities.  
Voltaire (1694-1778) 

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION 
TODAY IN BOTH CHURCHES. 
We also acknowledge the                     

generosity of those parishioners 
who contribute by Credit Card & 
Direct Debit to the Thanksgiving. 
The first collection at Sunday Mass is for 

those who contribute to the Thanksgiving 

Offering by weekly envelopes or loose 

cash. The second collection is allocated 

towards the living and general expenses 

of the Franciscan Friars in our parishes. 

If you are not currently contributing to 

the Thanksgiving Offering, and would 

like to do so, please contact the Parish 

Office during office hours. 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE BOOK FAIR  
There is a desperate need for volunteers to be 
on duty during the Book Fair. I need helpers to 
be cashiers and “tidy-uppers” especially during 
the afternoon sessions on Wednesday 25th, 
Thursday 26th and Friday 27th November. If 
you are available please give me a call, any 
time between 9.00am and 3.30pm – first in 
best dressed. Just joking!  
Nola Bianco, Library Manager 
 
ITALIAN DAY THURSDAY 19th November  
Ciao a tutti  
Less than a week to go before our Italian            
cultural celebration. A reminder that our theme 
for this year is L’IMPERO ROMANO-                         
ANCIENT ROMAN EMPIRE. All year levels 
have been learning about the topic. The                  
children have been investigating, learning             
vocabulary, singing songs and reading stories 
relating to ancient Rome. Please feel welcome 
to join us at school for a special Italian day 
assembly in the Hall from 9:15-9:45am on 
Thursday.  
 


