We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon
Let my prayer come before you, Lord;
listen, and answer me.

Psalm Response
Praise the Lord, my soul!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in
spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
The Lord is my shepherd; there is

nothing | shall want. In green pastures
he gives me rest, he leads me beside
the waters of peace.

This week
Make a generous contribution of time,
money, energy or service this week.
Seek no acknowledgement for this.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes,

seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 8th, 2009—Year B

All she had to live on

The story of the poor widow is the story of
many generous men and women who give what
they have and share the little they possess.
When | was in India, the generosity of the poor
people overwhelmed me. The freedom that
they had astounded me; how people with so
little to live on have hearts big enough to share
all they have to live on or to feed their family.
The joy that radiates from their faces with the
opportunity of being able to offer to others is
something to behold.

Small things sometimes can make a huge
difference in our lives. All the little things in
life can add up and contribute to our well-being.
This can also have a ripple effect and challenge
others to be generous and to experience true
freedom. In poor countries and rural
communities this is the very essence of the
survival and well-being of a community.
People take responsibility for each other,
whereas in big cities we suffer poverty and pain
in isolation.

Recently a young mother came to see me with
her toddler for baptism. The boy had an old
little pillow with him, a security blanket
obviously. Sometimes | feel embarrassed about
how I cling onto things in life, even though they
only offer false security and instill a possessive
attitude. It’s mine!

In November we remember and pray for all our
departed brothers and sisters. We are reminded
that life itself is God’s gift to us. We don’t have
any control over it; one day we even have to let
go of the very life we cling onto because our
body dies. Our faith tells us that we enter into
life everlasting.

Detachment is not a very good concept to hold,
sometimes we try so hard to let go or to give up
that the process itself becomes an attachment.
The poor have so much to teach us about living.
The wisdom that comes from living life on the
edge, anchors them into the reality of life. We
see the paschal mystery being lived by the poor
daily. Life is God’s gift to us and all that we
have in life are gifts, trusting in God’s provi-
dence and the generosity of our brothers and
sisters to help us to share and to live life to the
fullest.

Fr Anthioni ofm
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READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK

The widow made a little scone
from her flour meal and brought
it to Elijah.

Christ offered himself only once
to take the faults of many on
himself.

This poor widow has put more in
than all who contributed.
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FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Veronika Bellis Liz Clark
Breta Cohen Dianna Hardy
Ann-Marie Diggins Carmel Purdey
Anthony Kennedy  Monique Waring
Peter Leonard (ex-officio)
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
OF THE PPC—
Jane D’Souza & Pat Cleary

Next meeting : 4 February 2010

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am
Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am
(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR CATHOLIC DEAF

10.00AM
11.30Am
1.00Pm

RSL MaAss AT SFX
BAPTISM AT ST CLARE’S
WEDDING AT SFX

MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER 8.30Am

10.30AmM

SENIOR MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX

(CALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME.
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY—NEW
HALL AT ST CLARE’S. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706

12.45pm
7.30Pm

TUESDAY 10 NOVEMBER

LEGION OF MARY AT SFX
RCIA (SFX PHMR)

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 8.30AM
9AM-11AM

7.30Pm

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)

PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING Room

THURSDAY 12 NOVEMBER  1.30PM

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—JEWELLERY DISPLAY & SALE

FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER
5pPM-6.30PM
7.30Pm-9.00PM

LADIES DRINKS AT BLACKBURN HOTEL
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER  9.00AM
10Am-4.00PM

PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REFLECTION DAY

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 12.30Pm

BAPTISMS AT SFX

CURRY NIGHT—21 NOVEMBER
At St Clare’s New Hall, after 6pm Mass at SFX.
All welcome—please bring plate to share either:

* A curry
* A salad
* A dessert

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Jewellery display and sale this week, at
1.30 pm, at St Clare's. Come and find
some Christmas presents! The following
week, November 19, we will have a Day of
Reflection, with Liz Clark, starting at 10.30
am in the SFX Parish House Meeting
Room. Bring your lunch; tea and coffee will
be available. All parishioners and their
friends are welcome at our activities.
Enquiries - Judy - 9878 4212.

FRANCISCAN CALENDARS FOR 2010

Are now available from SFX Parish Office for $6
each. This year they feature photos of the
Franciscan sites in Assisi. Not too early to buy
now for Christmas presents!

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Christmas Cards are now available from SFX
Parish Office during business hours.

$6 for a pack of 10 cards.

ST CLARE’S PIETY STALL

NOW AVAILABLE: St Vincent De Paul
Christmas Cards ($3 pack 5), Franciscan
Calendars ($6), Columban Calendars (7).

CALL FOR MUSICIANS

We are starting to think about music for the
Christmas masses and would love to hear from
anyone who would like to be involved as a
singer or instrumentalist, whether you started
playing this year or have a lot of experience.
Please contact Lucy Pfeifer on 9890 0828 or
lucy pfeifer@yahoo.com.au or Colin Bellis on
9898 8639 or vcdeb@optusnet.com.au

PARISH DIARY DATES 2010
It is essential for planning purposes that all
proposed dates for 2010 be submitted to the
Parish Office by Friday November 27.
Dates can be emailed to the Parish
Office at: sfxbh@celestial.com.au OR the
Parish Calendar for 2010 is available during
Office Hours for groups to fill their dates.
Please call Monique on 9890 2231 with any
queries.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

New Appointments 2010 Michael Edmonds
has been appointed as Principal of St Anne’s
School Park Orchards as from the beginning
of the 2010 school year. We congratulate
Michael on this wonderful appointment.
Michael has been at St Francis Xavier for
eleven years and in that time has shown
enormous commitment to the parish school
community. We wish Michael every blessing
and happiness in his new appointment. Davis
Long has been appointed as a classroom
teacher at St Mary’s School Newborough as
from the beginning of the 2010 school year.
Davis has also made a wonderful contribution
to the St Francis Xavier School Community,
as you are aware, particularly in the area of
Phys Ed and Sport, which is so important to
the community. We thank you Davis and we
wish you well back in the Sale Diocese.
Joanna Elliott will finish her time with us at the
end of this year also. Joanna will resume
teaching Art at St Bernadette’s The Basin. We
thank Joanna for the contribution she has
made here in setting up our lovely new Art
Room. Thanks and Good Luck Joanna!
Michael Travers, also will finish his short time
with us. In a short time, Michael has made a
big impact on our children and staff. We are
sorry that Michael is unable to continue here
in 2010. We thank you Michael.

Carmel Purdey, Principal




From Fr Ben

A very popular preacher was leaving the pulpit, and an
old lady, full of enthusiasm, said to him: “That was the
best sermon I've ever heard.” The priest replied: “Don’t
be praising me; praise just runs off me like water off a
duck’s back.” The old lady then said: “Sure, and doesn’t
the duck love it!”

For my part, | loved very much and greatly appreciated
the goodness of your prayers for me, and your
encouraging visits in my sickness. The countless cards
expressing kind wishes and congratulations for my 80th
were so beautiful that | could not bring myself to dispose
of them; | am thinking of using them (deftly altered and
carefully directed) as my Christmas cards! Your generous
gifts were a joy to my heart, as was the loss of 15kgs
(truly).
| am sorry that the gala function for my 80th had to be
cancelled. Profound apologies, especially to the
wonderful organizing committee - of Golden Jubilee fame
and their supporters, and to all the parishioners of SFX
and St Clare’s; and thanks to those who later provided a
very pleasant alternative gathering for my 80th at
morning tea after the 10am Mass.

In my absence, | believe that Fathers Anthoni and Bob
performed satisfactorily (!) without me. I intend soon to
take them to a movie and a MacDonald's of their choice.
| now called Fr Anthoni and Trish Nicholson my “angels”
for their outstanding TLC for the whole 3 months, and
counting. It is a pleasure to be back. Kindest wishes and
choicest blessings to all.

“There is no education like adversity.”
(Benjamin Disraeli, British PM)

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES ARE
AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION
TODAY IN BOTH CHURCHES.
We also acknowledge the
generosity of those parishioners
who contribute by Credit Card &
Direct Debit to the Thanksgiving.
The first collection at Sunday Mass is for
those who contribute to the Thanksgiving
Offering by weekly envelopes or loose
cash. The second collection is allocated
towards the living and general expenses
of the Franciscan Friars in our parishes.
If you are not currently contributing to
the Thanksgiving Offering, and would
like to do so, please contact the Parish
Office during office hours.

My corner I remember many years ago
(probably about 30), the parish
we were living in had a youth camp to Phillip
Island. Our oldest daughter was eligible to go,
and received a very warm invitation to take
part. We were very disappointed to tell her
that we were not able to afford the fee, and she
wouldn’t be able to go. Two weeks later an
envelope appeared in our letterbox with an
anonymous note, saying that the donor thought
she was just the sort of kid they needed at the
camp, and the money was enclosed for the fee.
This induced a rush of feelings—we were
delighted that someone thought so much of
our daughter; we were embarrassed that our
temporary poverty was so evident to others;
we were overwhelmed by another person’s
wonderful generosity, and we were deeply
touched to know that our community was one
where true Christianity prevailed. That’s a
long time ago now, but | will never forget.
| have a fairly good idea who the donor was,
and he remains very high on my list of ‘the
great people | have known.” Today’s gospel is
about this true generosity of heart. The widow
gives all that she has, with a strong faith that
God will continue to provide for her needs.
This sort of generosity would be good to see
from the Australian government towards the
many refugees who are arriving on our shores.
We certainly see it from the many parishioners
who so faithfully support the parishes through
their financial support for the church week
after week.
Liz Clark, Pastoral Associate

REFLECTION

(A reading from 'The Fioretti")

The first companions of Francis strove to
be poor in earthly things and rich in virtues.
One day when they were sitting together,
one of the friars gave this example: "There
was someone who was a great friend of
God and he had great grace in active
humility that he thought himself the greatest
of sinners. His humility helped him to grow
in grace and to resist the temptation to sin."
Brother Masseo was greatly impressed by
this story about humility and vowed to
never be happy in the world until he was
perfectly humble.  Brother Masseo went
wandering in the woods and he heard a
voice call out to him, "Brother Masseo!
Brother Masseo!" Recognising the voice
as the voice of Christ, Brother Masseo said,
"What do you want, my Lord?"  Christ
replied, "I want to know what you would
give for the gift of perfect humility."
Brother Masseo answered, "l would give
you the eyes in my head." Christ said,
"I will give you what you most desire as
well as the eyes in your head." Brother
Masseo was known as the most humble
and the happiest friar that lived.

Lord, you want us to be happy and
humble. Nothing reflects your
greatness more than those who quietly
do your works on earth, accepting no
praise for themselves. Help us to be
happy in ourselves when we do what we
know is right and not so much seek the
approval of others.

QUOTE

‘It is estimated that if the
widow's mite had been
deposited at the First
National Bank, Jerusalem
to draw four percent interest
semi-annually, the fund
today would total
$4,800,000,000,000,000,000,000. If a bank
on earth could multiply the widow's mite to
such an astronomical figure, think what
treasures this dedicated woman will have in
heaven where "moth and rust doth not
corrupt.”  Author Unknown

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—NOVEMBER 15
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm V Bellis, M O'Brien, E Kimmet
8.00am F Neyland

10.00am F Fitzgerald, M Blundy, G Augustin
5.00pm M Slevison

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm R Meyers, M Williamsz
8.00am F Neyland

10.00am M Robotham, A M Diggins

5.00pm S Qader, J Gunanayagam
Welcomers
6.00pm M Buhler, G&J Metral

10.00am P&F Fitzgerald, G Augustin
Children’s Liturgy

November 15—33rd Sunday OT—Group C
December 6—2nd Sunday of Advent—Group B
Altar Linen

November 8 R Meyers
November 15 H Emery
Counters

November 8  J Reid, M Rossely

November 15 P McGlin, P Madzarevic
Collectors 5pm

November 8 P Aldag

November 15 A Cutts

Rosary Statue

November 8—S Faulisi, 21 Bedford St
November 15—M Cabhill, 167 Dorking Rd
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

November 8 G Tabacchiera

November 15 D Amato

Lettori

November 8 L Ferola, S Faulisi
November 15 G Amato, C Gibellini
Ministri dell’Eucarista

November 8 R Bidinost, M Casamento
November 15 M Salamone, G Massarotti
ST CLARE'S—NOVEMBER 15

Ministers of the Word

9.00am M Hardy, J Sakowski, P Sakowski
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am T Shallvey, P Cleary, P Ciccotosto
Piety Stall—November 15

9.00am B Murphy

PROFESSIONAL SALES & MARKETING person
looking for career in suitable sales and marketing
related job. (MBA- Sales and Marketing)

Contact information - onthenet73@live.com
Mobile- 0432445704

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

One person to share villa unit in Box Hill North,
furnished, non-smoker, students welcome. Please
call Helen 9899 0151.

POINTS TO PONDER

When do you give your all?

++

How generously do you share
your wealth, your time, your
attention?

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




