
 READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 4:32-35 
The whole group was united, 
heart and soul. 

1 Jn 5:1-6 
Anyone begotten by God has 
already overcome the world. 

Jn 20:19-31 
After eight days, Jesus came in 
and stood among them. 

Monday 

Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday 

Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15 

Wednesday 

Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday 

Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 

Friday 

Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday—Anzac Day 

Wis 3:1-9 or Is 9:1-6 

1 Cor 1:18-25 or Eph 2:13-18 

Jn 12:23-28 or Jn 14:23-29 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 

1 Jn 2:1-5 

Lk 24:35-48 
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2nd Sunday of Easter 
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We warmly welcome all 

parishioners and visitors to 
today’s Eucharist. 

 
 

Our responses today are: 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
Like newborn children you should 
thirst for milk, on which your spirit can 
grow to strength, alleluia. 
 
Psalm Response 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, 
Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy are those who have not seen 
me, but still believe! Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Jesus spoke to Thomas: Put your 
hand here, and see the place of the 
nails. Doubt no longer, but believe, 
alleluia. 

Parish of St Francis Xavier 

1087 Whitehorse Road 

Box Hill   3128 
Telephone     9890 2231 

Facsimile     9898 4392 
email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au 
www.scsfx.org.au 
 

SFX Primary School  9890 1108 
www.sfxboxh.melb.catholic.edu.au 

Parish of St Clare 

138 Woodhouse Grove 

North Box Hill, 3129 
Telephone/Fax  9898 5080 
email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au 

In the care of the 
Franciscan Friars 

This newsletter is also This newsletter is also This newsletter is also This newsletter is also     

available on our website: available on our website: available on our website: available on our website: 

www.scsfx.org.auwww.scsfx.org.auwww.scsfx.org.auwww.scsfx.org.au    

MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT    
We, the people of St Francis We, the people of St Francis We, the people of St Francis We, the people of St Francis     
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes, Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes, Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes, Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes, 

seek to live Christseek to live Christseek to live Christseek to live Christ----centred lives, centred lives, centred lives, centred lives, 
celebrating God’s presence & our celebrating God’s presence & our celebrating God’s presence & our celebrating God’s presence & our 
faith values through worship, faith values through worship, faith values through worship, faith values through worship, 

outreach, service, outreach, service, outreach, service, outreach, service,     
justice & hospitalityjustice & hospitalityjustice & hospitalityjustice & hospitality....    

This weekThis weekThis weekThis week   
Look for ways in which a simple 

touch can convey friendship,  

compassion or healing this week.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

parishioners for your wonderful participation 

during Lent and the Easter Triduum.  I was very 

pleased with all our celebrations; thanks to our 

many parishioners for your generous offer of 

help.  To Liz Clark in particular for  

coordinating with all who were involved in the 

liturgical celebrations.  Liz too, together with 

the RCIA team prepared our elect and  

candidates for baptism and reception into the 

Church.  Their commitment and enthusiasm is 

to be commended.  There are also hosts of little 

angels who do work in the background without 

attracting any attention, staff, our sacristans, 

servers, cleaners, musicians and all who care for 

our worship environment.  I also thank Ben and 

Bob who continue to support me and minister 

with devotion and love to our parishioners. 
 

Our Youth Stations draw many people on Good 

Friday morning and this year again they did a 

splendid job.  Not only parishioners but people 

from neighbouring parishes do attend this 

yearly event.  I hope we will continue to  

encourage and support the faith and initiative of 

our young people.  It is important for us to  

remind them how they bring life and freshness 

to our Church.  Congratulations to our youth.  

We celebrated on Tuesday evening at  

La Porchetta which gave them opportunity to 

de-brief.  They are also thinking about inviting 

other young people from our deanery and  

looking to see how to improve it further and 

give it a more contemporary touch. 
 

The lives we live are a testimony to the         

Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are 

an Easter people, people of joy and hope.  

Easter is not just an event that happened long 

time ago, it is a mystery the Church lives, and 

through our Baptism we are called to live and 

continue the work of Christ.  Celebrations like 

Easter are a testimony to how alive our               

community is; we have to nourish our people 

and help them to grow.  In the next few weeks 

we will hear the stories of the teething problems 

of the early Church.  May they help us to      

understand the role we play in the life of the 

Church.  Thank you once again for all that you 

do for the Church.                                             

    Fr Anthoni ofm 



Friars of the Parishes 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 

Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours are  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 

__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours 

are as follows: 
Wednesday & Friday 

9.00 am—10.30 am 
Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 

______________________________ 

In the event of needing a  
priest urgently, please  

telephone 9890 2231 at any  
time of the day. 

__________________________ 
Parish Pastoral Council 

Liz Allan    Liz Clark 
Veronika Bellis             Dianna Hardy 
Vince Fazio                Carmel Purdey  
Anthony Kennedy Monique Waring  
Peter Leonard    
Trish Nicholson (Chair)   

    
Next meeting : 7 May 2009 

______________________________ 
Liturgy Times— 
PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES 
St Clare’s 
Sunday          9.00am 

Weekdays:   
Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 
Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 

Sunday              8.00 am  
   10.00am 

 (Italian)                11.30 am  
    5.00 pm 

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 
Confessions: 

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 
other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
_________________________________ 
 
Marriages and Baptisms 

Bookings can be made with the 
St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 

and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 

bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 

weeks notice, so that the family can 

be visited & parents can attend a 
preparation course. 
 

Baptisms  
St Francis Xavier’s— 

1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  
12.30 pm  

St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  
 

FIRST FRIDAY COLLECTION: Many thanks to 
all who contributed to the March total - $173.53.   
This will help children at the Sacred Heart  
Mission School in Sideia. PNG. Imelda, Ivan, Judy. 
______________________________________ 
The  LIFE WALK  is currently underway, from 
Hamilton to Melbourne, to raise awareness and 
desperately needed funds for Right to Life’s 
work in Pro-Life Education and Pregnancy 
Counselling.  It will finish in Melbourne, on   
Sunday, April 19. Next week we will have an 
opportunity to contribute to this important work, 
with collection boxes in our churches. 
______________________________________ 
AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB will resume on 
Thursday 23rd April, at 1.15pm, with Bingo. 
Next week—Bus Trip—Smart Bus to Altona. 
The rest of our programme is still to be settled.  
Come along on Thursday and hear what we are 
planning. 
______________________________________ 
TIME CHANGE 

As from Monday 20th April, the Francis Clare 
Charismatic Prayer Community meeting held in 
St Clare’s Parish Hall, will start at 10.30AM and 
finish at 12 noon. Prior to Praise & Worship, we 
say Divine Mercy Prayers at 10.15am. All are 
welcome to join us. 
______________________________________ 
CATECHETIC CLASSES 

Recommence Monday 27th April at 4pm. 
COMMITMENT MASS—SUNDAY 26TH 
APRIL—9AM at St Clare’s 
______________________________________ 
Former parishioner Pat Fewster has died in 
Queensland last Thursday.  
A Memorial Mass for Pat will be held at St  
Francis Xavier on Saturday 2nd May at 2pm. 
______________________________________ 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

To Pauline & Graeme 
Green and Frank & Faye 
Neyland who have recently 
celebrated their 50th  
wedding anniversaries. 
 

SUNDAY 19 APRIL  
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER    12.30PM                                                

MORNING TEA AFTER 10AM MASS, IN SFX RESOURCE AREA 
BAPTISMS AT SFX 

MONDAY 20 APRIL              8.30AM 
                                          

                                         10.30AM 
 
                                           7.00PM                              

SENIOR  MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX   
(CALL JUDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME. 
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY MASS AT 
ST CLARE’S PARISH HALL. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706 
CONFIRMATION CLASS AT SFX PHMR 

TUESDAY 21 APRIL            12.45PM                             
                                           7.30PM 

LEGION OF MARY @ SFX 
RCIA—SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING ROOM 

WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL        8.30AM  
                                      9AM-11AM 

                                            
                                           7.30PM                                                          

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY) 
PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481 
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252 
MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX HALL. NEWCOMERS WELCOME 

THURSDAY 23 APRIL           1.15PM 
                                           7.30PM 

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—BINGO IN SFX HALL 
BAPTISM PROGRAM 

FRIDAY 24 APRIL    7.30PM-9.00PM           BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR  

SATURDAY 25 APRIL           9.00AM 
ANZAC DAY                      9.00AM 

                                            
                                           2.00PM 

ANZAC DAY MASS AT ST CLARE’S 
PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE. ALL 
WELCOME. 
WEDDING AT SFX 

SUNDAY 26 APRIL             12.30PM 
3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

BAPTISMS AT SFX 

PLEASE NOTE: THURSDAY NIGHT’S 

MEDITATION GROUP HAS BEEN  
CANCELLED 

____________________________________ 
UPDATE: CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP’S  
CHARITABLE FUND—Bushfire Appeal 

Number of parishes that have contributed:164  
Amount contributed by parishes: $681,971  
Amount contributed by other donors: 
$2,419,176  
Total funds raised to date: $3,101,147  
(8.04.09) 
An on-line subscription facility to the Recovery 
newsletter is now available on the                          
archdiocesan website. The on-line                                             
subscription facility can be found by following 
the links from the home page of the website: 
www.melbourne.catholic.org.au.  
On line subscribers to the newsletter will be 
sent a copy by email when each new issue is      
released. 

ANZAC DAY MASS AT ST CLARE’S 

SATURDAY 25TH APRIL AT 9AM. 
____________________________________ 
PARISH MISSION REPORT 

A report on the recent Parish Mission with Fr 
Justin Belitz ofm is available to read at SFX 
Parish Office. 
____________________________________ 
CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS REQUIEM 

MASS The Annual Catholic War Veterans 
Requiem Mass for the souls of all deceased 
service men and women will be concelebrated 
at St John’s Church, 494 Whitehorse Road,  
Mitcham on Saturday 25 April at 8am. 
Refreshments will be available after Mass. 

If you have not received your new set of 

Thanksgiving envelopes recently, please 

contact the Parish Office. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 

THE PARISHES—SUNDAY MAY 24 
AT 12.30PM IN SFX HALL 



ROSTERS 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S—APRIL 26 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
6.00pm M&A O’Connor, V Bellis,  
 D Williamsz, E Kimmet 
8.00am J Reid   
10.00am  K Kirwan, M Blundy, E&E VDW, 
 P&R Cussen, C Hangan 
5.00pm       M Soulsby 
Ministers of the Word 
6.00pm      M Williamsz, R Meyers         
8.00am      J Manshon    
10.00am    A M Diggins, M Kirwan 
5.00pm      M Sleviosn, M Waring  
Welcomers 
6.00pm      D&M Williamsz              
10.00am    Hangan family  
Children’s Liturgy 
April 26—3rd Sunday of Easter B—Group A 
May 10—5th Sunday of Easter B—Group B 
Altar Linen       
April 19  J Morison 
April 26  M Rossely 
Counters 
April 19  L&B Cohen 
April 26  R&Y Roy 
Collectors 5pm 
April 19  P Aldag 
April 26  A Cutts 
Rosary Statue 
April 19—M Chandler, 10 Ashley St, Box Hill 
April 26—J&B Reid, 6 Hamilton St, Blackburn 
Morning Tea (after 10am Mass) 
April 19  M Charles, J Harris 
April 26  I Balchin, P Turner 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator  
April 19  G Amato 
April 26  R Bidinost 
Lettori   
April 19  J Adamo, C Ingrosso 
April 26  S Faulisi, A Dinardo 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
April 19  G Massarotti, D Amato 
April 26  C Chessari, G Tabacchiera 
ST CLARE’S—APRIL 26 
Ministers of the Word 
9.00am       K McMahon, T Nicholson, C Abiad 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
9.00am       D Wolbers, P Wolbers, J Easdown, 
D Tan, A McGovern, I D’Amato, T Shallvey 
Piety Stall—April 26 
9.00am        E Boyle 
 

We welcome all new parishioners. Please 
complete one of the blue forms at the 
back of the church, and place on  
collection plate/in box provided.  
A parish rep. will contact you to 

 welcome you and advise you of the  
activities and organisations at St  
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s. 

Many  azaleas in our gardens 

already think it is spring and are 

blooming beautifully. And of 

course, the roses have also gained a new lease 

of life, each bush trying to outdo the other 

with magnificent, stunning flowers. But  

I know that it’s really autumn, and winter is 

yet to come. I am asking myself what has 

given me a sudden and abnormal urge to clean 

up—my office, my house, the garage, the 

chest of precious ‘things’ I have been keeping 

to remind me of various joyous events in my 

past. This is normally a springtime behavior 

(if I’m lucky!). I have dealt swiftly with all the 

bits and pieces that were returned to the floor 

of the office after the various Easter  

ceremonies—they are put away tidily, or 

thrown out. And I feel compelled to move on 

to the next tidying task. I spent a few days 

with my cousin after Easter. She is due to 

move house in a few weeks, and I was a   

wonderful asset to her, making instant       

decisions about what to keep and what to toss 

away, with no regard to how precious these 

treasures actually were to her.  The first    

reading this week talks about not really     

owning things, rather pooling all resources so 

that each person in the community can share 

what they have. To me, this sounds a great 

idea, as I wonder why I have so many books, 

clothes, sets of rosary beads, pots of face 

cleanser, etc. Oh for the simple life! 
Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 

From Fr Ben   
A leader is best when people barely know 
he exists, not so good when people obey & 
acclaim him, worse when they despise him/ 
but of a good leader who talks little, when 
his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will 
say, we did it ourselves. (Lao-Tzu) 

On the 16th 

April 1209, St   

Francis & his 

companions          

received the 

approval of Pope Innocent III 

for their Rule of life.                                                                                                                           
1,800 Franciscan friars from all over the 
world are converging on Assisi, Italy, to 
celebrate the 800th anniversary of papal 

approval of the Franciscan rule.                                                                                     
For the first time, representatives from the 
four main Franciscan branches were to 
meet in Assisi - the birthplace of their 
founder, St Francis - to take part in an 
International Chapter of Mats from April               
15-18, Catholic News Service reports.                                    

A Chapter of Mats gets its name from the 
time in 1221 St Francis called more than 
3,000 friars to the Portiuncula chapel in 
Assisi for a general meeting or chapter.                                                                                   
Because the small town could not        
accommodate the large number of       

visitors, the friars lived in huts made out of 
reeds and slept on mats, said Fr Jose 
Rodriguez Carballo, minister general of 

the Order of Friars Minor.                                                                                
The three other Franciscan groups       
participating are the Capuchins, the    
Conventual Franciscans and the Third 

Order Regular Franciscans.                         
The chapter falls on the 800th anniversary 
of the formal founding of the Franciscan 
order when St Francis presented his rule 
to Pope Innocent III for approval in 1209.                                                            
During a press conference at Vatican  
Radio, Fr Rodriguez underlined the     

spiritual nature of the gathering and said 
organisers hope it will be an occasion for 
"coming together as a family, offering the 
Church and the world our witness of                      
brotherhood and celebrating our           

beginnings."                                          
With days dedicated to testimonials,    

penance, fasting, prayer and pilgrimage, 
the gathering will also be a call to        

conversion and to live the Gospel as St 
Francis asked his disciples to, the       

minister general said.                                                                           
Men and women religious will have an 

occasion to profess their continued fidelity 
to the pope when they meet with Pope 
Benedict on April 18 during a special   
audience at Castel Gandolfo, he said.                       
Fr Rodriguez said while the Franciscan 

branches are juridically separate from one 
another they are united spiritually and 
collaborate on a number of projects 

around the world.                                               
Instead of considering the orders as    
divided, he said they represent the      
diversity and plurality in the world.                                                                             

"The Franciscan order flows from a very 
rich charism" that can find expression in 

many people and places, he said.                                                                   
  Catholic News Service 

YEAR OF ST PAULYEAR OF ST PAULYEAR OF ST PAULYEAR OF ST PAUL    
PHIL 4:4PHIL 4:4PHIL 4:4PHIL 4:4    I want you to be I want you to be I want you to be I want you to be 
happy, always happy in the Lord.happy, always happy in the Lord.happy, always happy in the Lord.happy, always happy in the Lord.    

 
Caritas Australia would 
like to THANK YOU for 

supporting Project Compassion.  
If you still have a box or set of envelopes, 
please return them as soon as possible. If you 
are wondering how you could make a  
difference in the struggle against poverty in 
your daily life then visit www.bemore.org.au 
and take up the challenge to BE More! 
_____________________________________ 
 

EASTER REFLECTION 
 

They slept that night in the garden of olivesThey slept that night in the garden of olivesThey slept that night in the garden of olivesThey slept that night in the garden of olives    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They ran away and left him all aloneThey ran away and left him all aloneThey ran away and left him all aloneThey ran away and left him all alone    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They called for his death and Pilate gave inThey called for his death and Pilate gave inThey called for his death and Pilate gave inThey called for his death and Pilate gave in    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They scourged him till the blood flowed downThey scourged him till the blood flowed downThey scourged him till the blood flowed downThey scourged him till the blood flowed down    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They pierced his brow with a crown of thornsThey pierced his brow with a crown of thornsThey pierced his brow with a crown of thornsThey pierced his brow with a crown of thorns    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They nailed him to the wood of the crossThey nailed him to the wood of the crossThey nailed him to the wood of the crossThey nailed him to the wood of the cross    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They jeered and laughed and taunted himThey jeered and laughed and taunted himThey jeered and laughed and taunted himThey jeered and laughed and taunted him    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They opened his side with a soldier’s lanceThey opened his side with a soldier’s lanceThey opened his side with a soldier’s lanceThey opened his side with a soldier’s lance    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

They laid him in a rockThey laid him in a rockThey laid him in a rockThey laid him in a rock----hewn borrowed tombhewn borrowed tombhewn borrowed tombhewn borrowed tomb    

    ---- but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again. but Christ rose again.    

New world, new life, new graceNew world, new life, new graceNew world, new life, new graceNew world, new life, new grace    

    ---- and all because Christ rose again. and all because Christ rose again. and all because Christ rose again. and all because Christ rose again.    

James M Fitzpatrick OMIJames M Fitzpatrick OMIJames M Fitzpatrick OMIJames M Fitzpatrick OMI    

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER’ 
After the 10am Mass, a “cup of tea” is 

on offer. When was the last time you 

attended? Did you invite a stranger to 

accompany you? Did you give a 

thought that they may not know the 

whereabouts of the hall. 



ANNOUNCING…. 
 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE for St Clare & St Francis Xavier Parishes…. 
In honour of Blessed Mary MacKillop….                                     
ALL parishioners welcome….Expressions of interest are welcome to 

parish office (9890 2231 or sfxbh@celestial.com.au) 

 

In stages…. 
 

WALKING PILGRIMAGE IN MELBOURNE     
(Approx. 3 hours) 
 
Her Birth Place (Brunswick St) 
St Francis Church (her parents married there) 
4 Houses of Providence ( Latrobe St, Victoria St) 
Heritage Museum and former Providence House in Albert St 
 
 Suggested date (not yet confirmed) Sunday June 14th 2009 
 

  

 A WEEK-END IN SYDNEY 
 

Hoping to stay in North Sydney Centre (run by the Sisters of St Joseph) 
Here is the Principle Centre and Museum  with  the  

TOMB of Blessed Mary 
 

Other Sydney places of interest include: 
The Rocks  (an early foundation) 

Waverley Cemetery  (grave of Fr Tennison Woods, co-founder of her order) 
 

Suggested dates: either 
 i) July 31 – August 2             

OR 
ii) August 21 – 23 

 
 

 POSSIBLY  later  …. 
Visit western Victoria  and Penola (South Australia). 
In Penola her order was founded. 
Wakefield Street, Adelaide (1st Josephite Mother House) 
 
 Pilgrimage to these places is recommended this year 2009… 
August 8th 2009 is the 100th year since Blessed Mary’s death. 
Pope Benedict XVI stated recently that her canonization is  
“not far off”. 
 
 

 

 A wonderful follow-on from the World Youth Day celebrations! 


