We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

People of Zion, the Lord will come to
save all nations, and your hearts will
exult to hear his majestic voice.

Psalm Response
The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of
the Lord, make straight his paths: all
people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Rise up, Jerusalem, stand on the
heights, and see the joy that is coming
to you from God.
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MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes,

seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

2nd Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2009—Year C

SALVATION AND HUMAN HISTORY

Our past and our hope in the future help us
to live in the present. Time and history are
important in both Judaism and Christianity.
We believe that God works through human
history freeing: choosing and loving people
in real time and place. We live now in the
present, yet we are the product of the past,
and we are the link to the future. God has
been with us all along, faithfully, and will
continue to journey with us.

Baruch uses images of the return from the
exile to stir up hope in the present. God’s
faithful love leads the people home from
exile in mercy and justice. In the same way
the gospel of Luke sets the stage for Jesus
through the ministry of John the Baptist,
placing Jesus in a particular time of history
by remembering the prophecy from Isaiah.
It is not an account of historical facts but
the story of our salvation. Luke quotes
Isaiah to describe the Baptist’s role in the
preparing the way of the Lord. People from
many different places and time are included
in God’s action...all humanity shall see the
salvation of God.

Do the words of Baruch and Isaiah still
speak to us? Do you feel at times
oppressed and hopeless, like people in
exile? We too experience violence, financial
troubles, tiredness, greed, unimportance,
disharmony, discrimination, loneliness,
anger, abuse, and division in our cities,
families and Church. We are part of
history, people of God living in the eastern
suburbs in 2009 called to prepare the way
of the Lord. What do you think God is
freeing us from? As a people of God how
do you think we should respond to the
current issues faced by Australia and our
world? We are not alone God is still freeing
us, calling and loving us. How do we stir up
hope, compassion, love, generosity and
peace? How do we empower and mobilise
people building God’s kingdom on earth.
Ponder the words of hope and comfort
rooted in God’s faithfulness, words for us
today. God continues to save us, to lead
us from slavery to freedom in our personal
and communal lives. God reigns in our
midst.

Fr Anthoni ofm
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READINGS FOR

THIS WEEK

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem - God will show you
splendour.
Phil 1:4-6,8-11
Show yourself sinless and
without blame in the day of
Christ.
Lk 3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation
of God.
Monday—St Ambrose
Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday—Immaculate Conception
Gen3:9-15,20; Ephl1:3-6,11-12;
Lk1:26-38
Wednesday
Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday
Is 41:13-20; Mt 11:11-15
Friday
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:10-13

NEXT SUNDAY
3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Zeph 3:14-18
Phil 4:4-7
Lk 3:10-18




FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Veronika Bellis Liz Clark
Pat Cleary Dianna Hardy
Breta Cohen Carmel Purdey

Ann-Marie Diggins
Jane D'Souza
Anthony Kennedy
Peter Leonard
Next meeting : 4 February 2010

Monique Waring
(ex-officio)

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am

Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am

Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am

(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am
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CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481

OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING RoOM
%

—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.

The AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB will have its
final meeting for the year on Thursday; we will
attend the Noon Mass, with anointing, followed
by lunch at the Box Hill RSL. Please let Marg
know if you plan to attend — 9803 4973.

As usual, all parishioners and friends are
welcome to attend.

Are now available from SFX Parish Office for $6
each. This year they feature photos of the
Franciscan sites in Assisi.

are now available after Masses on Sunday &
from SFX Parish Office during business hours.
$6 for a pack of 10 cards.

NOW AVAILABLE: St Vincent De Paul
Christmas Cards ($3 pack 5), Franciscan
Calendars ($6), Columban Calendars ($7).

Vic Burns has kindly donated to SFX parish a
stained glass window featuring Caroline
Chisholm. Fr Anthoni intends to hang it in the

new parish centre, when it is completed in 2010.

Thank you Vic!

Pilgrimage packages and costs to attend
WYD2011 in Madrid are still being determined
(WYD2011 has not yet announced registration
costs etc). However they are likely to be in the
vicinity of $4,000-5,500 per pilgrim. These
pilgrimage costs will be all-inclusive of WYD
registration, airfares, accommodation and a pre
or post WYD tour/retreat. We are hopeful that
we will be able to provide detailed packages
and costings prior to mid-2010.
http://www.aoy.org.au/wyd08-anniversary/

Sunday December 13"
in St Clare’s Parish Hall @ 12.15.
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Does anybody know where the artificial
Christmas in the sacristy at SFX has come
from? Father Anthoni would like to know.
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The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception
was proclaimed as infallible by Pope Pius IX
in the formal proclamation, ‘Ineffabilis Deus’,
in 1854: “We declare, pronounce and define
that the doctrine which holds that the Blessed
Virgin Mary, at the first instant of her
conception, by a singular privilege and grace
of the Omnipotent God, in virtue of the merits
of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, was
preserved immaculate from all stain of original
sin, has been revealed by God, and therefore
should firmly and constantly be believed by all
the faithful.” Bernadette's vision at Lourdes in
1858, where Mary revealed herself as the
Immaculate Conception, was seen as divine
approval of the proclamation.

Parishioners are advised of the death of
Bernadette Hogan on Thursday 3/12.
Father will advise parishioners of funeral
details when known.
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.3.45.6 Human Rights Day 2009 on
December 10 will focus on non-discrimination.
‘All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights.’ These first few famous
words of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights established 60 years ago the basic
premise of international human rights law. Yet
today, the fight against discrimination remains
a daily struggle for millions around the globe.
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Navi Pillay, has commented:
‘Discrimination lies at the root of many of the
world’s most pressing human rights problems.
No country is immune from this scourge.
Eliminating discrimination is a duty of the
highest order.” See website at
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/
WelcomePage.aspx
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE A
DIRECT LINK TO THE ONLINE
PARISH NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL
EACH WEEK?
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My corner Since the World Trade
Centre terrorist attack on
9/11/2001, I have had a strange need to listen
to the early morning news, just to make sure
we are all still in one piece, and that peace has
not been totally destroyed. Prior to that date,
I resented the disturbance of morning noise
and news, and often went throughout a whole
day without any idea of what was actually
going on. I doubt that I missed much. Now,

I leave the radio on, and within the space of an
hour and a half, I hear the same miserable
stories over and over again, with the media
experts honing in on whatever they assume

will be the most controversial story of the day,

and proceeding to hammer it to pieces as they
investigate every possible angle of the current
scandal or disaster. It seems to be an
irresistible fascination with calamity. This
week an important Advent message centres
around peace and love—not merely peace and
quiet, absence of noise, or just having a few
moments to ourselves, not just the sort of love
that means we have to buy presents or visit or
send greetings at this time of year. The peace
and love we hear about is brought by the one
the prophet Isaiah calls “the Prince of Peace”.
John the Baptist challenges us to prepare our
hearts for this One who is to come. I am going
to try to leave the radio off this week, and
begin each day with some peaceful thoughts,
with an awareness that this time of waiting is a
holy time, one that offers me a sense of joy
and of hope. Such a start to the day should set
me on John’s straightened path that leads to
the birth of love and peace.

Liz Clark, Pastoral Associate

Earlier in the year we sent $3,325.25
(American dollars) to the Reign of Peace
Primary School in Weberek for the repair of
the classroom windows, and another $500
to the Kindergarten for basic classroom
equipment( toys, books etc). We have
recently received a receipt for the money
and hopefully by now the repairs have been
carried out.
In early 2010 Sarah Menassa will travel to
Timor Leste to assess the development of
the Eco Pastoral Project, which will give us
a clearer idea of the progress and their
future needs. So at this stage we have
decided to focus on the much neglected
primary school in Weberek which has
received no other funds, either government
or donated, except from the Box Hill
parishes.
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Thank you very much for your generosity in
the past and we look forward with
enthusiasm to a new year of working
together in our fund raising activities and in
developing our partnership with the
Franciscan parishes in Timor Leste.

This weekend we are delighted to receive
Lu’isa Helu into the church, as well as her
3 children, who are to be baptised at 10 am
Mass at St Francis Xavier’s. Lu’'isa has
been a faithful and enthusiastic member of
our RCIA program this year, and has
worked hard to learn more about our faith.
She was baptized in the Free Wesleyan
Church in Tonga as a child, and has had
some involvement in music and liturgy in
Catholic parishes in NSW. She has been
well supported by our RCIA team, especially
Clare Hangan her sponsor, and Ruby
Hangan her generous babysitter.
Lu’isa—we welcome you and your little
ones with great joy.
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Congratulations to Emma and Michael
Edmonds on the safe arrival of Jackson
Thomas at 1.00am Friday morning (71b 90z)
All are well.

Last Sunday marked the beginning of the
new Church year and we also entered into
the season of Advent. As we wait in joyful
hope for the coming of our Saviour Jesus
Christ we also think of ways in which we
can reach out to those people who are in
need this Christmas. The children are
invited to bring a gold coin donation at some
stage during Advent to their class teacher
who, with them, will choose and purchase a
gift to put under the St Vincent de Paul
Christmas tree in the church. We are trying
to teach our children that Christmas is about
reaching out to those who are in need. Half
of the money will be used for this and the
other half will go to our nominated
fundraising for Term 4.

Ed Weekes

Religious Education Coordinator

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—DECEMBER 13
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm E Kimmet, M Slevison, M Rossely,
T D’Andrea, M O'Brien
8.00am S Carney, F Neyland

10.00am K de Lacy, W Tan, I Abraham,
E&E VDW, G Augustin, M Sinclair

5.00pm M Soulsby

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm M Dodds, S Hengeveld
8.00am F Neyland

10.00am M Edwards, J Tan
5.00pm K Ooi, J O'Brien
Welcomers

6.00pm  G8&J Metral, M Buhler

10.00am E&E VDW

Children’s Liturgy

December 13—3rd Sunday of Advent—Group C
December 20—4th Sunday Advent—Group A
Altar Linen

December 6 M T Francisco
December 13 M Buhler
Counters

December 6 L & B Cohen

December 13 P Eng & HH Yeoh

Collectors 5pm

December6 A Cutts

December 13 L Soulsby

Rosary Statue

December 6—M & S Hengeveld, 25 Heathfield
December 13—M Scarfe, 12 Clota Ave
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

December 6 P Grech

December 13 G Amato

Lettori

December 6 M Salamone, D Amato

December 13  C Gibellini, P Grech
Ministri dell’Eucarista

December 6 D Amato, M Casamento
December 13 R Bidinost, G Tabacchiera
ST CLARE’'S—December 13

Ministers of the Word

9.00am ] Sakowski, T Nicholson, P Sakowski
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am D Hardy, P Ciccotosto, D Tan
Piety Stall—December 13

9.00am D Tan

PARISH RECONCILIATION

Wednesday 16 December
at 2pm at St Clare’s

Thursday 17 December
at 7.30pm at SFX

From Fr Ben sy daughter found

her Mr Right, but no one told her that
his first name was Always.

POINTS TO PONDER
+  Arethere hills ¢ Valleys in your
[ife which need to be made
Strafght in order to make it
easier for the [,ord to come to
you?

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




Advent
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PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS AN AMENDED LIST OF MASS TIMES

ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S CATHOLIC PARISH
1087 WHITEHORSE ROAD

Box HiLL

Sunday 29th November

1st Sunday Of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Sunday 6th December

2nd Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Sunday 13th December

3rd Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Thursday 17th December
RECONCILIATION at 7.30pm

Sunday 20th December

4th Sunday of Advent

6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Thursday 24th December

6.00 pm  FAMILY MASS
(Carols at 5.30pm)

9.00 pm MASS

Midnight  MASS

(Carols at 11.30 pm)

Friday 25th December
9.00 am MASS
10.30 am ITALIAN MASS

Sunday 27th December HOLY FAMILY
6pm Vigil, 8am, 10am, 11.30am Italian,
5pm

Friday 1st January-New Year's Day

12 Noon Mass

ST CLARE’S CATHOLIC PARISH
138 WOODHOUSE GROVE

Box HILL NORTH

Sunday 29th November

1st Sunday of Advent

9am

Sunday 6th December
2nd Sunday of Advent
9am

PASTA DAY @ 12.30PM

Sunday 13th December

3rd Sunday of Advent

9am

SENIORS DINNER @ 12.15PM

Wednesday 16th December
RECONCILIATION at 2pm

Sunday 20th December
4th Sunday of Advent
9am

Thursday 24th December

6.30pm FAMILY MASS
(Carols at 6pm)
10.30 pm MASS

(Carols at 10 pm)

Friday 25th December
10.00 am MASS

Sunday 27th December HOLY FAMILY

9am

Friday 1st January-New Year's Day
9.00am Mass




