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We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.
Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

If you, O Lord, laid bare our guilt, who
could endure it? But you are forgiving,
God of Israel.

Psalm Response
Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we
will sing for joy!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in
spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

The rich suffer want and go hungry,
but nothing shall be lacking to those
who fear the Lord.

This week
Jhdertake wWorks of charity this
week. Be geperous with your wealth
but also with your time and your
Jteention to those whHo are in heed.

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier's & St Clare’s parishes,
seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God's presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

28th Sunday in ordinary Time

October 11th, 2009—Year B

‘WE HAVE LEFT EVERYTHING AND
FOLLOWED YOU.’

On Friday it was my tenth anniversary of
ordination. Thank God I do not have the
luxury of time to sit down and analyse it too
much, though it would have been an
interesting exercise. Providence provided me
with a retreat that | needed last week; it not
only refreshed me but encouraged me to keep
persevering in what | am doing. | am certain
if | discipline myself to observe healthy
practices, I'll grow closer to God and be a
better Christian. God is very important to me.

Today's gospel speaks to me about you.
| have experienced being repaid a hundred
times over, through the kindness and
generosity of these two parish communities
and of course it comes with a price, too many
demands! | have discovered a lot of things
about myself through my dealings with you.
Thank you for showing me how imperfect
I am, “no one is good but God alone”. | have
given up the idea of pleasing people a long
time ago and it is liberating. | do respect
people and have learnt to love people too; it is
a big revelation to me. | owe you all for
helping to transform me and aid in my growth
as a human and as a Christian.

You have welcomed me into your world, and
| have experienced life at all the different
stages and the many different realities. It is a
blessing and a privilege to share your life; your
honesty, openness, generosity, kRindness,
celebrations, humour, anxiety, fear, pain, hurt,
love, family, friendship, death, faith and hope.
You have revealed to me the sacredness of life
and shown me how good life is. | have tasted
the bittersweet taste of life. Thank you for
allowing me into your life and world.

The theme that | chose for my ordination was
“Jesus washes our feet”. Every year on Holy
Thursday when | wash your feet, | am
reminded of why | am here. Sorry to say not
because of you but because of Jesus. You will
never be mine, we belong to Christ. | struggle
too at times, yet | have also learnt to accept
my limitations and not to allow expectations
to weigh me down. | appreciate the
communion we have with each other in Christ
Jesus. Hopefully I have helped you a tiny bit
on your faith journey as a Christian and a
disciple of Christ as you have enriched mine.

Fr Anthoni ofm
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This newsletter is also
available on our website:
www.scsfx.org.au

READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
28th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Wis 7:7-11
In comparison to wisdom, I held
riches as nothing.
Heb 4:12-13
The word of God discerns the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Mk 10:17-30
Go and sell whatever you have and
come follow me.
Monday
Rom 1:1-7; Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday
Rom 1:16-25; Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday
Rom 2:1-11; Lk 11:42-46
Thursday—St Teresa of Avila
Rom 3:21-30; Lk 11:47-54
Friday
Rom 4:1-8; Lk 12:1-7
Saturday-St Ignatius of Antioch
Rom 4:13,16-18; Lk 12:8-12

NEXT SUNDAY
29th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Is 53:10-11
Heb 4:14-16
Mk 10:35-45




FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
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Pastoral Associate123/ 4

SFX Parish Office Hours:
9.30 am to 4.30 pm
Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretaryl O 5#

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary16 7
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In the event of needing a

priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.
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Next meeting : 5 November
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LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am

Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am

Confessions Sat 9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier's

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am

(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday 4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish
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SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR LORD MAYOR’S APPEAL

10.00Am

GRADE 6 FAMILY MAss AT SFX

MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 8.30Am

10.30Am

SENIOR MIXED SoclAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX

(CALL JupYy REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME.
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY IN ST
CLARE’S CHURCH. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706

12.45pPm
7.30PM

TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER

LEGION OF MARY @ SFX
RCIA (SFX PHMR)

WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER 8.30AM
9AM-11AM

7.30PM

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)

PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING RoOM

1.30PMm
7.30PM

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER

AUTUMN FRIENDHSIP CLUB—Video afternoon IN SFX PHMR
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER
7.30PM-9.00PM

BIBLE DisSCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
10.00Am | RCIA RITE OF ACCEPTANCE AT 10AM MASS
12.30pm | BAPTISM AT SFX

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

October 15—"video afternoon" in the SFX
Parish House Meeting Room at 1.30 pm. Please
bring any videos or DVDs which you think we
might all enjoy. October 22—Tenpin Bowling is
on the agenda - please contact Marg if you are
interested -9803 4973

CONGRATULATIONS!

Among the recent winners of the Caroline
Chisholm Award to recognise the outstanding
work of our local volunteers were Moya Slevison
(Box Hill Hospital Volunteer) and Leanne
Lampard (Eastern Palliative Care Volunteer).
The awards were presented by Anna Burke MP,
Federal Member for Chisholm.

Advance Notice Re: Anniversary of the
Abortion Law Reform Bill

Sunday 25th October 2009.

Archbishop Hart will celebrate Mass at St
Patrick's at 11.00am followed by a Prayer
Service at 12.30pm in the Cathedral. All
Melbourne parishes are asked to join His
Grace in praying for an end to abortion. How
can you make a difference? Hear

Australia's most inspiring speakers at 2.00pm at
the Cardinal Knox Centre, East Melbourne.
For further information, please contact Marcia
Riordan from the Respect Life Office: email
mriordan@jp2institute.org

Ecology and Spirituality
‘We are connected in lots of ways, not least by our eyes
which are or can be the scouts of the heart . The mystic is
one who knows how to pay attention. We don't just live in
Melbourne or in Kew. We live or ought to live in a terrain of
consciousness or a heartland where we are alone with the
God of the sublime mystery which encompasses
everything in the universe. It is not a lonely place. It is
crowded with galaxies, gum trees, ancestors, soul mates
and a host of beings that share this heaven experience
with us. Jesus said: “l am the vine, you are the branches”
and “The Father and | are one.” Deep connectivity is
embedded in the Gospel.’
Excerpt from an article by Trevor Parton,
The Christian Brothers Centre for Ecology & Spirituality,
Glenburn, Vic.

www.edmundrice.org.au/glenburn

UNFORTUNATELY,
DUE TO FR BEN’S
RETURN TO
HOSPITAL, HIS
BIRTHDAY PARTY

m ON16th OCTOBER
HAS HAD TO BE

CANCELLED.

CALL FOR MUSICIANS

We are starting to think about music for the
Christmas masses and would love to hear
from anyone who would like to be involved as
a singer or instrumentalist, whether you
started playing this year or have a lot of
experience. Please contact Lucy Pfeifer on
9890 0828 or lucy pfeifer@yahoo.com.au or
Colin Bellis on 9898 8639 or
vcdeb@optusnet.com.au

RCIA

Our four inquirers have eagerly confirmed
their desire to continue their journey towards
faith to the next stage of the RCIA program —
the Rite of Acceptance - which will take place
during next weekend’s 10.00am Mass.

This week as they acknowledged a growing
awareness of Jesus’ presence in their daily
lives, we discussed the qualities we each
found attracted us to Jesus — these included
his compassion, boundless love, forgiveness,
humility, trust, justice, the example he has set
for us.

Please keep our inquirers in your prayers as
they take the next important step in their
journey.

Time for a smile?

o | used to be indecisive. Now I'm not
sure.

. If at first you don't succeed, destroy all
evidence that you tried.

o | poured Spot remover on my dog.
Now he's gone.

. Despite the cost of living, have you

noticed how popular it remains?




THE LIFE OF FRANCIS

Francis and Minority

This experience of being the "lowest" is a key
to understanding St Francis. It has much to do
with the teaching of Jesus in the Gospels,
when he taught his disciples:

"The first shall be last; the last shall be
first".....and taking a little child into his arms he
said: "Unless you become as little children, you
shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven"

St Francis himself described the event that
caused him to abandon his wealthy life-style:
"This is how God inspired me, Brother Francis,
to embark upon a life of penance. When | was
in sin, the sight of lepers nauseated me beyond
measure; but then God Himself led me into
their company and | had pity on them. When

| had once become acquainted with them, what
had previously nauseated me became a source
of spiritual and physical consolation for me.
After that, | did not wait long before leaving the
world."

The value of being "lesser or least" is still
central in the lives of Franciscans today. Friars
strive to serve and be with those who are seen
as being "least" or the "little people" of today;
those whom society looks down on, those
judged to be of no account. So you will find
Friars living and working among the "lepers" of
society.

In fact, an image of the Franciscans that has
been passed down the ages is that they are
men who identify with the poor, the outcasts,
the marginalised. This is their mandate if they
are to be faithful to the spirit and message of
Francis.

www.franciscans.org.au

My corner Ihave been thinking a lot this week
about the mystery of water. Judging by
the way the weeds are growing in my garden, | can easily
see water as a source of life after the recent rains. It
seems that the whole world looks washed and clean
again, getting rid of all the dust that's been floating
around for months. Our water tanks at home are full. Our
garden looks so healthy, with roses in bloom, bulbs still
flowering, trees breaking into leaf. With little thought,
| can have a shower in the morning, turn on the
dishwasher before | go to work, wash my clothes; if
willing to work a bit harder, | can keep my car clean (or
my husband can). | can get a drink of water whenever
| want to. My water bill arrived this week, and I'm pleased
to see that we’ve managed to cut our consumption since
the same time last year. | meet many families who wish
to have their children baptised by water into the life of
God—the pouring of water brings a fullness of life to
them. On the more gloomy side, the results of the natural
disasters around the world recently have shown the
tremendous destructive power of water, with the loss of
so many lives and homes. The people most affected in
these areas are now without drinking water and fear the
sea they once loved. | saw a documentary on the
Yangtze river the other night, and was shocked to see
how the diversion of water from its natural flow can
devastate so many communities, obliterate whole towns,
to say nothing of the pollution there that is destroying so
much wild life, as well as people’s livelihoods. In
Australia, ongoing debate about our beautiful river
systems is dividing communities, stressing entire farming
districts, causing anger and division. | saw a spider web
in the garden the other day, glistening with drops of rain
catching the light from the sun, and contemplating the
beauty of this, wondered how something so wonderful
can be so terrible. We certainly find mystery in the
watery side of creation.
Fiz Claxk, cFastoral gftssociate

REACHOUT—GIVELIFE
WORLD MISSION DAY
‘Reach Out, Give Life’is this year’s theme
for World Mission Day, focusing on leprosy
and HIV/AIDS in India. We are called to put
ourselves at the service of humanity in
word, in action and in sharing of resources
with communities and families around the
world. Support Catholic Mission’s world-
wide missionary network giving life to the
whole human person through pastoral care,
spiritual and physical support. You and
your family can make a difference. Please
come prepared next weekend and give from
your heart.

catholicmission.org.au
1800 257 296

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE

The work for stage 1 of the building
project is coming along slowly. As
previously communicated Stage 1
includes the refurbishment of the office
administration block (which includes the
two smaller classrooms adjacent to the
resource area and the tuckshop. One of
the classrooms is to become the Out of
School Hours Care room. Since the end of
last term all of the plumbing, mechanical
and electrical work is 90-100 percent
roughed in and the data is 50 percent
complete. We are awaiting a project
program, however it has been indicated
that stage 1 of the program should be
completed by the end of this term. Again,
| will keep you informed regarding the
progress of the project and subsequent
arrangements throughout the term.
Michael Edmonds, Deputy Principal

ANTI-POVERTY WEEK

(11 =17 October 2009)
was established in Australia as an expansion
of the UN's annual International Anti-Poverty Day
on October 17. The main aims of Anti-Poverty
Week are to: a) strengthen public understanding of
the causes and consequences of poverty and
hardship around the world and in Australia;
b) encourage research, discussion and action to
address these problems, including action by
individuals, communities, organisations and
governments. Poverty and severe hardship affect
more than a million Australians. Around the world
more than a billion people are desperately poor.
In Anti-Poverty Week help fight poverty and
hardship. www.antipovertyweek.org.au Email:
apw@antipovertyweek.org.au or call 1300 797 290.

YOUR HELP IS URGENTLY NEEDE

With the spread of Typhoon Ketsana across the
Asia Pacific severely affecting the Philippines,
Vietnam and Cambodia; a tsunami in the Pacific
devastating communities in Samoa and Tonga;
massive flooding in India; landslides in Nepal; and
the earthquake in Indonesia centering on Padang in
Sumatra, people across our region are in desperate
need. Caritas Australia's CEO, Jack de Groot, says
the organisation has pledged AUD$250,000 for the
initial response to all these Communities in Crisis,
but more public funds are needed to assist those
devastated by the disasters. "The needs are
tremendous and further contributions to the appeal
will enable us to reach more victims, and help
communities through these terrible first weeks to
rebuild and recover”, said Jack De Groot.

www.caritas.org.au

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—OCTOBER 18
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CASUAL HOUSEKEEPER

Busy Family in Box Hill North needs casual
housekeeper. Hours would be 12pm to 5pm daily,
Monday to Friday. Duties would include Cooking,
Cleaning, and Laundry with some child-minding.
Would prefer a female - part-timer, retiree or
student. Interested parties should contact

Mrs T Byme on 0425812325.

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

One person to share villa unit in Box Hill North,
furnished, non-smoker, students welcome. Please
call Helen 9899 0151.

FOUND IN SFX CHURCH
Children’s book of “Princess Stories”.
Can be collected from the church sacristy.

POINTS TO PONDER

+ Jesus looked steadily at him ¢
foved him.’ rest quietly in the
Zaze of Jesus ¢ know you are
foved.

+ How open are you to the
challenge of Iiving with difFerent
priorities?




