
 READINGS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

26th SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

Num 11:25-29 

Are you jealous on my account? 

Who decrees that all people may 

prophesy? 

James 5:1-6 

Your wealth is rotting. 

Mk 9:38-43,45,47-48 

Anyone who is not against us is 

for us. If your hand should cause 

you to sin, cut it off. 

Monday 

Zech 8:1-8; Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday—Ss Michael, Gabriel 

& Raphael 

Dan 7:9-10,13-14; Jn 1:47-51 

Wednesday—St Jerome 

Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62 

Thursday—St Teresa of the 

Child Jesus 

Neh 8:1-12; Lk 10:1-12 

Friday—Guardian Angels 

Ex 23:20-23; Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Saturday 

Baruch4:5-12,27-29; Lk10:17-24 

NEXT SUNDAY 

27th SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

Gen 2:18-24; Heb 2:9-11; 

Mk 10:2-16 
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 27th, 2009—Year B 

We warmly welcome all 
parishioners and visitors to 

today’s Eucharist. 
 

Our responses today are: 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
O Lord, you had just cause to judge 
men as you did: because we sinned 
against you and disobeyed your will. 
But now show us your greatness of 
heart, and treat us with your 
unbounded kindness. 
 
Psalm Response 
The precepts of the Lord give joy to 
the heart. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                    
Alleluia, alleluia! Your word, O Lord, is 
truth: make us holy in the truth. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
O Lord, remember the words you 
spoke to me, your servant, which 
made me live in hope and consoled 
me when I was downcast. 
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Speaking justice 

When we think of how we can be a force for justice in our 
world, we can consider the wisdom that Pope Benedict 

offered to us during those days. From his first words to the 
crowds gathered on the shores of Sydney Harbour he 
spoke strongly about the Church’s concern for justice: 

 

Do we recognise that the innate dignity of every individual 
rests on his or her deepest identity – as image of the  

Creator – and therefore that human rights are universal? … 
And so we are led to reflect on what place the poor and 
elderly, immigrants and the voiceless, have in our                 

societies. How can it be that domestic violence torments so 
many mothers and children? How can it be that the most 
wondrous and sacred human space – the womb – has 

become a place of unutterable violence? 
 

He also spoke of the scars that mark the surface of the 
earth, such as erosion and deforestation; of rising sea 
levels and devastating droughts. He reflected on how we 
are currently living out of harmony with nature, on the 
effects of our insatiable consumption, and the need to 

develop a more ethical lifestyle. 
 

Pope Benedict described himself as an ‘ambassador for 
peace’, committed to non-violence, sustainable                          
development and peace and justice. He offered a                      

compelling picture of the dignity of all human beings, and 
of the power of the human spirit to imagine a better world 

and bring this vision to fruition. 
 

The Pope recognised the history of suffering and injustice 
borne by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
He affirmed the courage of the Australian Government in 
apologising for the injustices of the past and committing the 
nation to concrete steps towards a reconciliation based on 
mutual respect. He saw this apology as a source of hope to 
peoples across the world whose own rights were ignored 
and whose contribution to society was disparaged. 

 

To our immigrant nation, Pope Benedict named religious 
freedom as a fundamental right, a cornerstone of human 
dignity and fellowship across cultures and religious               

traditions. 
 

Throughout his stay he showed us something of the dignity 
and gifts of each woman and man, even those whom  

society leaves behind. He acknowledged the absence from 
World Youth Day events of people struggling with mental 
illness, those imprisoned and those on the margins of 

society. 
 

In his meeting with disadvantaged young people he                 
witnessed to us that we are called to be the compassion of 
God to those who are alienated, and he reminded the 
young people of Jesus’ particular love for those who had 
taken wrong turnings in life. Against the perception that 

these young people have little to offer society, he saw them 
as ‘ambassadors of hope’! 

_______________________________________________ 
 Pope Benedict XVI, Welcoming Celebration by the Young People,                 
17 July 2008, p. 23. 
  Ibid, p. 19.  
  Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Representatives of Other Religions,                    
18 July 2008, p. 37. 
  Pope Benedict XVI, Welcoming Ceremony, 17 July 2008, pp. 10–11. 
  Pope Benedict XVI, Ecumenical Meeting, 18 July 2008, pp. 27–28. 
  Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with a Group of Disadvantaged Young              
People, 18 July 2008, p. 42. 

    

This weekThis weekThis weekThis week  
Identify and root out that which is 

an obstacle to your faith.                            
This may not be an easy task.                        

Pray for help in this. 



FRIARS OF THE PARISHES 
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm 
Parish Priest 

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm 
Assistant Priest 

Fr Bob Matthews ofm 
Assistant Priest 
 

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark 
 

SFX Parish Office Hours:  
9.30 am to 4.30 pm  

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday 
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring 

__________________________ 
St Clare’s Parish Office Hours: 

Wednesday & Friday 
9.00 am—10.30 am 

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy 
______________________________ 

In the event of needing a  

priest urgently, please  
telephone 9890 2231 at any  

time of the day. 
__________________________ 

 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Veronika Bellis              Liz Clark 
Breta Cohen                Dianna Hardy 
Ann-Marie Diggins       Carmel Purdey         
Anthony Kennedy Monique Waring     
Peter Leonard   
   

Next meeting : 8 October  

______________________________ 

 
LITURGY TIMES  
St Clare’s 

Sunday          9.00am 
Weekdays:   

Wed, Fri & Sat  9.00 am             
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am 
 

St Francis Xavier’s 

Saturday Vigil  6.00 pm 
Sunday              8.00 am  

   10.00am 
 (Italian)                11.30 am  

    5.00 pm 
Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon 

Confessions: 
Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm 

other times by appointment in 
either Parish 
_________________________________ 
 

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS 
Bookings can be made with the 
St FX Parish Office for each Parish, 

and celebrated in the church 
requested. This is to avoid double 

bookings. Anyone wishing to have a 
child baptised should give four to six 

weeks notice, so that the family can 
be visited & parents can attend a 

preparation course. 
 

BAPTISMS  
St Francis Xavier’s— 

1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,  

12.30 pm  
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am  

 

LOSS & GRIEF SEMINARS 
For those who have booked, the Loss & 
Grief Seminars to be conducted by Tobin 
Brothers begin in the SFX Parish House 
Meeting Room on Wednesday 7th October 
(1pm-3pm). 
 
______________________________________ 
FRANCIS & CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER 
COMMUNITY will meet in St Clare’s Church for 
the 1st two weeks of next term (Monday 5th & 
12th), during the Deakin University exam period. 
 
______________________________________ 
Saturday, October 10, is the anniversary of the 
passing of the infamous Bill, decriminalising 
abortion in Victoria. All the pro-life groups , who 
worked so hard to try to defeat this bill, are     
planning a MARCH FOR THE BABIES WHO 
NEVER SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY.  This will 
begin at 10.45 am. at the FITZROY Gardens, at 
the corner of Lansdowne Street and Wellington 
Parade.  PLEASE NOTE - the venue has been 
changed since the last announcement. It will 
end at 1.00 pm.  Please join us, to show the 
politicians and the community, that there are still 
large numbers of people who believe that             
abortion is bad for our community, causing a 
great many problems and solving none. 
Enquiries: 9387 7098. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Advance Notice Re: Anniversary of the    
Abortion Law Reform Bill 
The Parishes of the Archdiocese of                 
Melbourne will be asked to join with His Grace, 
Archbishop Denis J. Hart in marking the                  
Anniversary of the Abortion Law Reform Bill 
2008 on Sunday 25th October 2009. 
Archbishop Hart will celebrate Mass at St                
Patrick's at 11.00am followed by a Prayer               
Service at 12.30pm in the Cathedral. All                
Melbourne parishes are asked to join His 
Grace in praying for an end to abortion. How 
can you make a difference? Hear                              
Australia's most inspiring speakers at 2.00pm at 
the Cardinal Knox Centre, East Melbourne.               
For further information, please contact Marcia 
Riordan from the Respect Life Office:  email 
mriordan@jp2institute.org 
 
        
 

SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER                                        SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER      8.30AM      
                                              

SENIOR  MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX   
(CALL JUDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME. 

TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER    12.45PM                             
                                            7.30PM 

LEGION OF MARY @ SFX 
RCIA  (SFX PHMR) 

WEDNESDAY 30 SEPT          8.30AM  
                                            7.30PM 

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY) 
MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING ROOM 

THURSDAY 1 OCTOBER         7.30PM PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER            11.00AM 
                                7.30PM-9.00PM           

HOLY HOUR AT SFX 
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP IN SFX PHMR 

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER         9.00AM PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.  

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER           10.30AM COMBINED ENGLISH/ITALIAN MASS FOR FEAST OF ST FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI AT SFX 

Parish Bulletin Humour     
MOBILE PHONE VS. BIBLE  
What would happen if we treated our Bible 
like we treat our mobile phones? 
What if we carried it around in our purses or 
pockets? 
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot 
it? 
What if we flipped through it several times a 
day? 
What if we used it to receive messages? 
What if we treated it like we couldn't live            
without it? 
What if we gave it to kids as gifts? 
What if we used it as we travelled? 
What if we used it in case of an emergency? 
What if we upgraded to include 24/7 tech   
service from the Holy Spirit? 
One more thing. Unlike our mobile phones, 
we don't ever have to worry about our Bible 
being disconnected because Jesus already 
paid the bill!       
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
FEAST DAY  
CELEBRATING  
800 YEARS 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4TH  
MASS AT 10.30AM AT ST 

FRANCIS XAVIER 
 

No 10am or 11.30am Mass 
 

Following the Mass the Social                 
Committee will be providing a simple 
sausage sizzle. Due to the building 
works being carried out, we are               
unable to provide any drinks but 
please feel free to bring your own 

refreshments. 
 
 



ROSTERS 
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’S—OCTOBER 4 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
6.00pm M O’Brien, E Kimmet, L Lampard 
8.00am C Chin   
10.00am  K de Lacy, F Fitzgerald, M Chan 
5.00pm      M T Francsico 
Ministers of the Word 
6.00pm      M Jeffares, M Rossely 
8.00am      J Manshon    
10.00am    K Kirwan, M Kirwan 
5.00pm      M Waring, T Parker 
Welcomers 
6.00pm      B&M O’Shaughnessy 
10.00am    P&F Fitzgerald 
Children’s Liturgy 
October 11—28th Sunday OT—Group B 
October 18—29th Sunday OT—Group C 
Altar Linen       
September 27 L Chin 
October 4 P Fitzgerald 
Counters 
September 27 R&Y Roy 
October 4 P Eng & H H Yeoh 
Collectors 5pm 
September 27 P Aldag 
October 4 A Cutts 
Rosary Statue 
Sept 20-La family, 4/1095 Whitehorse Rd 
Sept 27—M Curmi, 19 William St 
ITALIAN MASS 
Commentator  
September 27 J Adamo 
Lettori   
September 27 R Bidinost, C Gibillini 
Ministri dell’Eucarista   
September 27 G Massarotti, D Amato 
ST CLARE’S—OCTOBER 4 
Ministers of the Word 
9.00am  J Sakowski, M Hardy, M Farry     
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion 
9.00am  D Hardy, J Murphy, I D’Amato     
Piety Stall—October 4 
9.00am  A Lindsey 

._____________________________________ 
ANY JOB REQUIRED 

Reliable, honest, hardworking lady to do any kind 
of job including house & office cleaning. Was a 
Chemistry teacher before moving to Australia. 
Contact: Esther 0414 803 524. 
________________________________________ 
ANY JOB REQUIRED 

Reliable, honest , hardworking student to do any 
kind of job including house & office cleaning. Was 
a statistical & financial analyst before moving to 
Australia. Contact: Toni 0420 635 563. 
________________________________________ 
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 

One person to share villa unit in Box Hill North, 
furnished, non-smoker, students welcome. Please 
call Helen 9899 0151. 
________________________________________ 
ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED                            

Young couple / overseas students are looking for 
budget accommodation. If you can help please call 
Vince Fazio on 9840 1248.     
________________________________________ 
 

We welcome all new parishioners. Please 
complete one of the blue forms at the 
back of the church, and place on  
collection plate/in box provided.  
A parish rep. will contact you to 

 welcome you and advise you of the  
activities and organisations at St  
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s. 

Social Justice Sunday  challenges 
all of us to think beyond the 

boundaries of our own security and comfort.              
Actually, it calls us to do much more than think that 
way—it demands that we take action to feed the 
hungry, welcome the stranger, visit those who are 
imprisoned, cloth the naked, love one another. 
Quite a tall order! The Church has a wide-ranging 
body of teaching on justice, equality and human 

rights. Leafing through a book entitled 
“Compendium  of the Social Doctrine of the Church” 
I noted among a wide range of headings, chapters 
on the human person and human rights, the family, 
human work, economic life, the political community, 
the international community, the environment, the 
promotion of peace. It covers the whole gamut of 
society, and has all the guidelines we need to follow 
our call to serve one another. As active Christians,  
I believe we all should be immersed in social action, 
working for justice for everyone. It’s very easy to 
leave things to ‘someone’ else. Issues concerning 
our indigenous people seem somewhat remote 
from urban Melbourne. We don’t have too many 
refugees living in our midst as far as I know. 

There’s no local prison.  And most of us do our little 
bit for the environment, recycling, watching our 
water use, supporting various charities with                    
donations for many important causes. Today,                     
I question my own Christianity in regard to social 
justice issues –do I pay  lip service to Jesus’                 

command to love one another as I have loved you? 
Do I really care what happens to those in need? Am 
I willing to pay a great price, or take risks that drag 
me out of  my comfort zone in order to serve  

others? I fear I often fail. 
  Liz Clark,  Pastoral Associate 

 SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY  
STATEMENT 2009  

Today is Social Justice Sunday. This 
year we are encouraged to witness 
the commitment of young people to 
the faith and the passion they bring to 
their work for justice in the world.  
When Pope Benedict XVI visited  
Australia for World Youth Day last 
year, he left us with this challenge:  

“How are you using the gifts you have 
been given, the ‘power’ which the 
Holy Spirit is even now prepared to 
release within you? What legacy will 
you leave to young people yet to 
come? What difference will you 

make?”  
Some young people, however, face 
injustices that prevent them taking up 

the challenge, leaving them                        
disempowered, excluded and                 

deprived of basic dignity. The Bishops 
discuss four of these issues in the 
Statement: the plight of Indigenous 

youth, those excluded from                           
employment, the issue of mental 
health and the prevention of abuse.  
The international concerns of the             
environment and global justice and 
development are also highlighted in 

this Statement.  
The statement was launched on 
Wednesday 16 September at the  
Australian Catholic University              

Strathfield. Copies of the Statement 
are available at 

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/.  
For further information please refer to 
the websites of the Australian Catholic 

Bishops Conference 
(www.acbc.catholic.org.au)  

Sarah Menassa                                                         

Animator of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 

Creation, Franciscan Provincial Office 

_____________________________________  

 

Humour 
A priest parked his car in a no-parking 
zone in Melbourne because he was short 
of time and couldn't find a space with a 
meter. He left a note under the windshield 
wiper that read: "I have circled the block 
10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my 
appointment. Forgive us our trespasses." 
When he returned, he found a parking 
ticket with this note "I've patrolled this 
block for 10 years. If I don't give you a 
ticket, I'll lose my job. Lead us not into 
temptation." 

 

 

THE LIFE OF FRANCIS-Francis and Peace                                      
In his Last Testament St Francis wrote, 
"God revealed a form of greeting to me, telling 
me that we should say, 'God give you peace.'"      
St Francis lived out that principle of peace 
throughout his life. When he travelled to the 
Holy Land and met the Sultan, he came there 
as a man of peace. He was not armed and 
ready for battle as a Crusader, but dressed as 
a beggar and "armed" with the Gospel. Toward 
the end of his life, he arose from his sick-bed to 
mediate a dispute between the Bishop and 
Mayor of Assisi. He wrote in the Canticle of the 
All Creatures : "Blessed are those who                  
endure in peace, for by You, Most High, they 
shall be crowned." He also wrote in his                    
Admonitions: "'Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be the children of God'. The true 
peacemakers are those who preserve peace of 
mind and body for the love of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, despite what they suffer in this world." 
However, Francis was not a timid person nor 
did he flee from conflict. Records testify that he 
was very forceful with the early Friars when 
they needed a reprimand. On one occasion, in 
around 1220, when he returned from the Holy 
Land and saw that the Friars were putting up a 
building near the Portiuncola. He was so angry, 
that he climbed up on the roof of the house and 
began hurling down the newly laid tiles. When 
it came to matters of principle, Francis knew 
exactly where he stood. Yet he did strive to 
resolve conflict which he knew had its source in 
pride, intolerance or greed.                 
www.franciscans.org.au                      

POINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDERPOINTS TO PONDER 

� What do you do in Jesus’ name? 

� What are the obstacles to your 
own faith? 

� What do you need to root out of 
your life to approach the                
kingdom more closely? 


