JIn the care of the

Fnanciscan Fians

We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

God is in his holy dwelling; he will give
a home to the lonely, he gives power
and strength to his people.

Psalm Response
The hand of the Lord feeds us; he
answers all our needs.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has
appeared among us; God has visited
his people. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
O bless the Lord, my soul, and
remember all his kindness.

THREAT TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS
The Victorian Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on
the threat to religious freedoms has been

posted on the diocesan website at
http://www.cam.org.au/equal-opportunity

Printed copies are available in the

churches today.
All parishioners are urged to read this
Letter & to make it known to others who
share our concerns.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes,

seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 26th, 2009—Year B

THE BOY WITH FIVE BARLEY LOAVES & TWO FISH
Pope Benedict XVI urged the international
community to combat the causes of hunger, saying
starvation and malnutrition were unacceptable in a
world that can produce plenty to eat. Any further
increase in global food production will help alleviate
hunger "only if it is accompanied by the effective
distribution" of the food, which needs to be "primarily
channelled to satisfy essential needs," Pope
Benedict said in a message to the World Food
Security Summit in Rome. "The great challenge
today is to globalize not only economic and
commercial interests, but also the expectations of
solidarity," he wrote.

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization, which
hosted the summit, said approximately 850 million
people suffer from hunger around the world.
Changing weather patterns triggered by climate
change are expected to adversely affect the vast
majority of those who are already struggling to find
enough to eat, it said.

In his written message, the pope said, "Hunger and
malnutrition are unacceptable in a world that, in
reality, has sufficient levels of production, resources
and know-how available to put an end" to these
social ills and their consequences.

The lives of millions and the stability of many nations
are threatened by "new hidden dangers," he said,
adding that increasing globalization, protectionist
trade policies and speculation in foodstuffs all
contribute to the food problem.

The pope praised nations' efforts to work together to
address the global food crisis and said he recognized
the difficulty and complexity of the task. But he said it
is impossible to be "insensitive to the appeals” of
those who cannot get enough to eat in order to
survive.

Solutions must respect the dignity of each individual,
he said, and "exclusively technical or economic"
approaches cannot prevail over the obligation to
bring justice to the poor and hungry. Emergency food
aid and "modern technology alone will never be
enough to make up for the lack of food," because
they do not address the primary cause of hunger, he
said.

Hunger is caused by individuals refusing to recognize
their obligations toward others, he said. This attitude
results in the "dissolution of solidarity," the
justification of a life of consumerism and maintains, if
not deepens, the social and economic imbalances in
the world, he added.

"If you do not feed someone who is dying of hunger,
you have killed him," the pope said, quoting the
"Decretum Gratiani," the 12th-century collection of

church legal texts.
By Carol Glatz.
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faith, one baptism.

READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
17th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
2 Kings 4:42-44
They will eat and have some left
over.
Eph 4:1-6
There is one body, one Lord, one

Jn 6:1-15
He distributed to those who were
seated as much as they wanted.
Monday
Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday
Ex 33:7-11, 34:5-9, 28;
Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday -St Martha
1 John 4:7-16; Jn 11:19-27
Thursday
Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Mt 13:47-53
Friday—St Ignatius of Loyola
Lev 23:1,4-11,15-16,27,34-37,
Mt 13:54=58
Saturday-St Alphonse Liguori
Lev 25:1, 8-17; Mt 14:1-12
NEXT SUNDAY
18th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Ex 16:2-4, 12-15;
Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35




Friars of the Parishes
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Veronika Bellis Liz Clark
Breta Cohen Dianna Hardy
Ann-Marie Diggins Carmel Purdey

Anthony Kennedy
Peter Leonard

Monique Waring

Next meeting : 13 August 2009

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am
Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am
(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday 4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 26 JuLY 10.00AM

1.00pPm

PREP FAMILY MASS

PLEASE NOTE: NO MORNING TEA

109 TRAM DEPARTS Box HILL FOR PILGRIMS TO MARY
MACKILLOP MUSEUM, ALBERT ST, EAST MELBOURNE

MONDAY 27 JuLY 8.30AM
10.30AMm

4.00PM

SENIOR MIXED SoclAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX

(cALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME.
FRANCIS/CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY AT ST
CLARE’S PARISH HALL. OLIVE 9878 4103, THERESE 9878 3706
CATECHETIC CLASSES AT ST CLARE’S

TUESDAY 28 JuLY 12.45PM

LEGION OF MARY @ SFX

8.30AMm
9AM-11AM

WEDNESDAY 29 JuLY

7.30PMm

TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)

PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT: RAY BELL 9893 4481
OR TRUDY FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252

MEDITATION GROUP IN SFX PARISH HOUSE MEETING Room

THURSDAY 30 JuLY 1.15pPm

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—Gentle Exercises at St Clare’s

FRIDAY 31 JuLY 7.30PM-9.00PM

BIBLE DiscussIiON GROUP IN SFX PHMR

SATURDAY 1 AUGUST 9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
6.00PM | FIRST EUCHARIST MASS
SUNDAY 2 AUGUST 10.00AM | FIRST EUCHARIST MASS

COLLECTION FOR CENTACARE CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES

VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL NOT BE MORNING
TEA IN SFX HALL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE DUE
TO THE WORK IN THE TUCKSHOP.

FIRST EUCHARIST WILL BE CELEBRATED AT THE
6PM & 10AM MASSES AT SFX ON THE NEXT
THREE WEEKENDS.

THE AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

This week, we will have gentle exercises, with
Marlene. We start at 1.15pm at St. Clare’s.
There will be transport from SFX about

12.30 pm. If you need transport at a later time,
ring Judy (9878 4212, before 11 am, Thursday,
or, after 12.30, on 0402 653 912).

All parishioners and their friends are welcome at
all our activities. For information, ring Judy on
9878 4212.

Many thanks & congratulations to John Short
for his great work with the creation &
refurbishment of the new hall/parish centre at St
Clare’s. We will enjoy celebrating there at the
Winter Banquet this weekend.

Thanks also to the very kind parishioner who
has been quietly repairing some of the ‘As One
Voice” hymn books at home. Your work is
much appreciated.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

Reconciliation

This week the Year Three children have
celebrated God"s love in the sacrament of
Penance (Reconciliation). We are very proud of
them all. Please keep them in your prayer. On
your behalf | thank FR Anthoni and Fr Bob for
administering the sacrament and | thank Lyn
Shaw, Jemma Lichtendonk, Diana Dornseiff and
Ed Weekes for the work they did in preparing
the children and the liturgy.

Prep Family Mass

This Sunday the Prep families will celebrate and
lead our liturgy at the 10.00am mass. We
welcome all families along to the Parish Mass to
celebrate liturgy with the Prep families and our
parish community.

Michael Edmonds, Deputy Principal

NEW THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES &
RECEIPTS ARE AVAILABLE IN BOTH
CHURCHES. IF YOU PAY BY CREDIT CARD
OR DIRECT DEBIT, PLEASE COLLECT YOUR
RECEIPT TODAY.

When Fr Kevin Goode spoke to us a few weeks ago
about his work as a chaplain in the bushfire areas, he
said he would get back to us if there was any way we
could help. He has recently met a young farmer, with a
wife and 2 little children, whose property was severely
burnt during the fires. This man has a roadside stall in
Kinglake to sell his farm produce, and he was telling
Kevin how he has had little support over the past few
months—mostly, people aren’t going by. So Kevin has
asked that if anyone is heading up towards Kinglake,
and sees a big sign at 585 Kinglake Road “

, would you please call in and
lend your support. The farmer (Denis) would be very
touched to know that members of our community are
supporting him in some way. Fr Kevin assures us that
many people still need our prayers as they endeavour to
deal with tent or caravan life, mud and slush,
arguments about re-building or moving, feelings of
anger and impatience as they try rebuild their lives.

During September/October, we are hoping to run a
series of talks “Partnerships:Grief, Loss &
Spirituality”” presented by Tobin Brothers (funerals).
There will be 5x2-hour sessions, focusing both on grief
& loss as experienced through death, as well as the
broader perspective of growth through any change or
transition in life. | would like to hear from any
parishioners who would be interested in taking part in
these sessions—most probably to be held on a
Wednesday or Thursday afternoon. Please phone Liz
on 9890 2231 if you would like to be included in the

group.




THE LIFE OF FRANCIS

continued..........

Birth of the Franciscan Movement

St Francis died on October 3rd - 1226. He was
then aged 44. In that period, from 1209 until his
death, a period of 17 years only, the person of
Francis of Assisi changed the world forever.
There was "something" about his personality
and his way of life that attracted not only
hundreds, but also thousands of people.
People from every walk of life; rich and poor;
married and single; educated and peasants.
The numbers of his friars grew rapidly and the
women who came after Clare spread their
simple and austere lifestyle beside them.
Ordinary folk, in the villages and towns around
Italy also wanted to follow Francis; but they
could not live an itinerant lifestyle, as they had
families, spouses and commitments. With a
form of life of their own, these were to become
known as The Brothers and Sisters of Penance
and later the Secular Franciscans.
www.franciscans.org.au

CENTACARE CATHOLIC ANNUAL FAMILY
SERVICES ANNUAL CHURCH APPEAL

The Annual Appeal for the Centacare will take
place in this parish next weekend. Centacare
has been supporting & caring for the families of
the Melbourne Archdiocese for over 70 years &
relies on the support of our Catholic
community. Please give generously so
Centacare can continue to support families to
deal with the complex issues they face today.

Mu corner This week’s gospel offers such
a great challenge to my faith.

Putting it into the context of today’s many
appeals for charitable contributions, Jesus’
question ‘where can we buy some bread for
these people to eat?’ and Philip’s response
‘200 denarii would only buy enough to give
them a small piece each’ seem remarkably
relevant. I heard on the news today how
local charities are really struggling with
increasing demands on their resources, people
have less money to give, and there is an
ongoing challenge with the rising costs of
goods and services. It makes me wonder about
the money I give to the charities I support.
I wonder whether it is spent wisely, or is half
of it used on administration.? I wonder if
I should give a little to everyone, or just a
larger amount to one particular group?

I wonder how charities can reach all the
people in need? Is enough to give everyone a
‘small piece each’, useful? I heard a story
today about a family of 6, not too far from
here, living in a tumble-down hovel, with no
food, and no skills to deal with life. The
children aren’t attending school, the mother is
depressed and has almost given up. People
everywhere struggle. What can we do? By
some sort of miracle, in the gospel story, Jesus
made the small amount sufficient. He can still
do this. I've decided I must allow my own
generosity, my sincere good wishes and
personal acts of kindness to be the tools
through which God reaches out to those in
need. I know I can’t work miracles.

Fiz Clark, cPastoral gssociate

RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Inquiry Time

As we reach the middle of Ordinary Time,
many parishes are beginning to offer a
time of inquiry to those who are interested
in the practice and faith of Catholics. This
is a very important time, as first
impressions are lasting. It is a time of
evangelization, of welcoming them to a
group whose belief is in the living God
and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.
Already the Spirit of God is within them,
drawing them into something more. It is
our role to nurture these stirrings of faith
through sharing with them the Gospel and
offering opportunities of prayer to begin a
relationship with Jesus.

The Community

The role of the community is of great sig-
nificance throughout the catechumenate
journey. The inquirers are coming to a
community of believers not a set of
beliefs.. Itis who we are, how we are as
Catholic Christians that matters. During
the time of inquiry, it is good to invite
other members of the community to join
the group, perhaps just for one meeting,
to share their stories of where they find
God in their every day lives and listen to
the stories of the inquirers. If positive
connections are made with people in the
broader parish community the inquirers
will gain a sense of belonging to the group
and are much more likely to grow in faith
with all of us who are involved in a
life-long  journey of conversion. Our
community needs to have a sense of
involvement right from the start by
knowing that we are holding these inquiry
sessions and how welcome we are to join
in As a praying community we are asked
to hold the people in prayer at our liturgies
and in our private prayer at home.

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED

Young couple / overseas students are
looking for budget accommodation.

If you can help please call Vince Fazio on
9840 1248.

BROCHURES ON BLESSED MARY MACKILLOP
ARE AVAILABLE AT THE PARISH HOUSE.

A PRACTICAL WAY YOU CAN SUPPORT THE
KiDs AT MACKILLOP FAMILY SERVICES
With a 25% increase in children and
young people coming into care during
the last three years here in Victoria, the
need to make them feel special is more
important than ever. That is why we are
launching “The Real Pressie Club”, where
you can ‘gift a better life’.

“The Real Pressie Club is designed to

let the Kids at MacKillop know that the
Australian community cares. Please

help them”.

Go to www.realpressie.org.au , and ‘gift a
better life’ for the Kids at MacKillop.

LOST IN SFX CHURCH

A pearl brooch. It is round with a gold bow
on it. Of sentimental value to as it was
received as a 60" birthday present.
Please phone the Parish Office if found.

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—AUGUST 2
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm M O'Brien, M&A O’Connor
8.00am J Reid

10.00am  E Clark, M Sinclair, M Blundy
5.00pm P Aldag

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm  FIRST EUCHARIST
8.00am B Reid

10.00am  FIRST EUCHARIST
5.00pm L Sanelli, M Soulsby
Welcomers

6.00pm

10.00am

Children’s Liturgy

August 23—21st Sunday OT—Group B
August 30—22nd Sunday OT—Group C
Altar Linen

July 26 M Buhler

August 2 C Pollocks

Counters

July 26 P McLaughlin, G Kitch
August 2 T&E O’Brien
Collectors 5pm

July 26 P Aldag

August 2 A Cutts

Rosary Statue

July 26—B&P Hine, 15 Hegend Rd, Mitcham

August 2—Sanelli family, 10 Wellington Rd

Morning Tea (after 10am Mass at SFX)
No Morning Tea until further notice

ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

July 26 G Tabacchiera
August 2 D Amato

Lettori

July 26 N Pozzobon, J Amato
August 2 A lanza, S Faulisi

Ministri dell’Eucarista

July 26 M Casamento, M Salamone
August 2 D Amato, G Massarotti

ST CLARE’'S—AUGUST 2

Ministers of the Word

9.00am T Nicholson, K McMahon, C Abiad
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am T Shallvey, J Murphy, I D’Amato
Piety Stall—August 2

9.00am P Green

TO ALL MINISTERS
As a result of the training sessions for
Ministers of the Word and of Communion, new
draft guidelines have been drawn up covering
some of the changes we have made &
clarifying some questions that were asked.
Copies of these drafts have been emailed or
posted to all ministers. Please read them
carefully, making note of any changes. If you
have any questions or suggestions for a final
document, Fr Anthoni or Liz will be happy to
talk to you about them. If you did not receive
a copy of the document, please phone the
office, and one will be sent to you.

POINTS TO PONDER
+  Inwhar ways are you being fed
¢ nourished on your journey
towards baptism?

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




MOTHER MARY MACKILLOP PILGRIMAGE 2009

STAGE 1 - WALKING PILGRIMAGE IN MELBOURNE

Sunday June 14th
Meet at 1pm at Box Hill Tram Stop (Terminus)
Visits to: i] Her birthplace
li]  Latrobe St site of a “Providence”
lii] St Francis Church
Iv] View (outside) of Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre in

Albert St, East Melbourne
(Brochure will be available for pilgrims)

STAGE 2_VISIT TO MARY MACKILLOP MUSEUM %

Sunday July 26th - 2pm-4pm |
Meet at 1pm at Box Hill Tram Stop (Terminus)
At Mary Mackillop Heritage Centre in Albert St, East Melbourne
Refreshments provided
Retail Therapy available! (shop will be open)

STAGE 3—VISIT TO SYDNEY

Weekend of August 21st—23rd
Principal visit to Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney

At North Sydney, Mary MacKillop Place, there is the Museum & the tomb/grave of Mary
MacKillop

To arrange accommodation & airfares, some pilgrims may wish to make their own
arrangements. For times of flights & accommodation, etc, if others (maybe most) need
them—Fr Bob suggests:

Mr Gus Uberti

Pellegrino Travel

281 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood 3134
9870 9055

email: gus@pellegrinotravel.com.au

If you wish to accompany Fr Bob, the arrangements are:
i] Leave Melbourne airport around midday Friday (Aug 21)
ii]  Stay at Meriton Apartments, Bondi Junction
(very close to public transport)
lii]  Return Sunday evening - or maybe stay on if you wish

Approximate cost for the accommodation & airfares is
$500 per person.

ALL BOOKINGS SHOULD BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH
PELLEGRINO TRAVEL




