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We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

All nations, clap your hands. Shout
with a voice of joy to God.

| will praise you, Lord, for you have
rescued me.

Alleluia, alleluia! Our Saviour Jesus
Christ has done away with death and
brought us life through his gospel.
Alleluia!

O, bless the Lord, my soul, and all that
is within me bless his holy name.

This week
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MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier’s & St Clare’s parishes,

seek to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service,
justice & hospitality.

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 28th, 2009—Year B

IT IS A QUESTION OF BALANCE

Scripture gives a very human picture of St
Paul with his weaknesses but also his
strengths. Paul who persecuted the early
Christians was chosen by Christ to be a
witness and apostle for him and to the early
church through martyrdom. Instead of
persecuting Christians he became the great
missionary to the gentile world, founding
new churches and adding numbers to the
newborn Church through his missionary
outreach.

Paul, strong in character, determined, with
persuasive eloquence was the chosen man
for his mission to the gentile world. We can
relate to Paul, with the many issues that
were faced by the early church and they
were not just teething problems, but real
problems faced by any community. Paul
also supported and encouraged the young
church through his letters, keeping in touch
and yet allowing them to grow. Paul did not
have all the answers but as issues surfaced
he worked out with the community the best
course to take, yet always faithful to the
gospel.

Today’s second reading is another
challenge to us whether we think as
Christians, “remember how generous the
Lord Jesus was: he was rich, but he
became poor for your sake, to make you
rich out of his poverty.” Paul constantly
helped his community to develop and to
think as followers of Christ. In regard to the
question of being generous, Paul is saying,
“to give relief to others you don’t have to
make things difficult for yourselves”, “itis a
question of balancing”.

In our balancing act in life, Christ has to be
the centre. Having Christ is having life, God
made us to live, yet we are not the only
ones walking on this earth or the only
followers of Christ. The whole of creation is
the balancing act of God in Christ. Paul
can be confronting and comforting at the
same time and he is also a reminder to us
about how God works through our human
weakness and our flaws to bring out the
giftedness of each person. Mission and
communion are important facets of
Christian living.

Fr Anthoni ofm
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READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK
13th SUNDAY IN

ORDINARY TIME
Wis 1:13-15, 2:23-24
It was the devil’s envy that
brought death into the world.
2 Cor 8:7,9, 13-15
Your abundance should supply
their want.
Mk 5:21-43
Young girl, I say to you, arise.
Monday—Ss Peter & Paul
Acts 12:1-11; 2Tim 4:6-8, 17-18;
Mt 16: 13-19
Tuesday
Gen 19:15-29; Mt 8:23-27
Wednesday
Gen 21:5, 8-20; Mt 8:28-34
Thursday
Gen 22:1-19; Mt 9:1-8
Friday—St Thomas
Eph 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29
Saturday
Gen 27:1-5, 15-29; Mt 9:14-17

NEXT SUNDAY
14th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Ezek 2:2-5
2 Cor 12:7-10
MKk 6:1-6




Friars of the Parishes
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SFX Parish Office Hours are

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours
are as follows:

Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

Parish Pastoral Council
Liz Clark
Dianna Hardy
Carmel Purdey
Monique Waring

Veronika Bellis
Anthony Kennedy
Peter Leonard

Next meeting : 2 July 2009

Liturgy Times—

PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am
Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am
(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday 4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

Marriages and Baptisms
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

Baptisms

St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 28 JUNE

MORNING TEA AFTER 10AM MASS, IN SFX RESOURCE AREA
ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY FATHER

MONDAY 29 JUNE 8.30AM | SENIOR MIXED SOCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX
(CALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP) ALL WELCOME.
TUESDAY 30 JUNE 12.45pM | LEGION OF MARY @ SFX
WEDNESDAY 1 JuLY 8.30AM | TENNIS GROUP (AS MONDAY)
7.30PM | MEDITATION GROUP IN PARISH HOUSE MEETING ROOM.
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE.
7.30PM | KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS AT SFX
THURSDAY 2 JULY 7.30PM | PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
FRIDAY 3 JuLY 11.00AmM | HOLY HOUR AT SFX

7.30PM-9.00PM

BIBLE DiscussioN GRouP IN SFX PHMR

SATURDAY 4 JULY 9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP—MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE.
ALL WELCOME.
9.30AM | WORKING BEE AT ST CLARE’S (KILLARA ST)
SUNDAY 5 JuLy ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER SUNDAY
12.30PM | BAPTISM AT SFX

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB
In recess for school holidays.

WORKING BEE AT ST CLARE'S—

SATURDAY JULY 4TH—9.30AM-12 NOON

to tidy up and re-plant the garden bed along

Killara St, now that the retaining wall has been

rebuilt. Bring spades, rakes, etc.

PLEASE CONTACT FATHER AT THE PARISH
OFFICE A.S.A.P_IF YOU CAN HELP.

Thankyou to everyone who contributed to the
FIRST FRIDAY collection for the Sacred Heart
school in Sideia, PNG, in June - $218.00.
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE POSITION VACANT

St. Timothy’s Parish is seeking someone who
can help us grow as a Christian community. We
are looking for an experienced and accredited
(preferable) Pastoral Associate, who can accept
part-time employment, on average around 2.5
days per week. Salary is as determined by the
Archdiocesan Policy for Accredited Pastoral
Associates. We can easily supply you with a job
description. Contact: Rod Pitts, (priest,
administrator), St. Timothy’s Parish, 17 Stevens
Road, Vermont VIC.3133.

Phone: (03) 9878 8858; Fax: (03) 9894 3745
Email: rod.pitts@optusnet.com.au

Please send applications, Curriculum Vitae and
contact details with a minimum of three referees
to above address by: Wednesday the 15 July.

Receipts for Project Compassion
donations - for those who requested them
- are available for collection from both
Parish Offices.

SINCERE THANKS to Mark & Trish Smith
who have worked in the Baptism program for
the last few years, sharing their enthusiasm &
wisdom with many families preparing for their
child’s Baptism. They have inspired many
couples with their enthusiasm & appreciation
for the church as community. We wish them
well as they move on to other commitments.

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED

Young couple / overseas students are
looking for budget accommodation. If you can
help please call Vince Fazio on 9840 1248.

INTERSTATE STUDENT attending Deakin
University Burwood as a mature age student
(apprenticeship completed) is seeking shared
accommodation with other young people

in areas between Burwood & the city.

(Work experience 1 day a week in the city.)
Please call Curtis: 0400 109 254

FULL-TIME RECEPTIONIST

Divine Word Missionaries are seeking
applications for a Receptionist in the College
office based at 100 Albion Road, Box Hill.
Please contact Father Joseph Vu for full
details on 9890 0065 or email
gvhguyen@yahoo.com.au

CELEBRATION TO CONCLUDE THE YEAR OF ST PAUL
Tuesday 30 June at 7.30pm
St Francis Church 326 Lonsdale St
All are invited to attend a special event to
celebrate the conclusion of the Year of St Paul.
This event will take the form of Evening Prayer
led by Archbishop Hart with special guest Fr
Chris Monaghan CP as homilist. Music will b led
by the St Francis Choir, and the evening will
also include the launch of a specially
commissioned Pauline hymn “We Know the
Grace”.
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HELP WITH TRANSPORT

If there is anyone available to help with
transport to 6pm Mass for a couple from
Bedford Heights, please ring the parish office.

‘A WINTER BANQUET’

Bookings are now open for the ‘Winter
Banquet’ on Saturday 25 July in the new
function area at St Clare’s. Pre-dinner drinks
from 7.15pm—dinner at 7.45pm. 3 courses +
tea & coffee—$15 per head—BYO drinks.
Book for individuals, couples or groups of any
number at the Parish Office (9890 2231).




THE LIFE OF FRANCIS

The Birth of St Francis

In the year of 1181 or 1182, a boy was born to
Pietro and Pica Bernadone. First born son of a
wealthy middle class family in the town of
Assisi, he was to become the inheritor of the
prosperous family business.

Pietro used travel to the south of France
regularly on business often taking his young
son with him and it was here that the young lad
fell in love with French language and culture. It
did not take long for the locals back home to
call him Francesco as he was well known for
his love of things French.

Francis the Party-Goer

The young Francesco certainly enjoyed his
youth and lifestyle and we might describe him
today as hedonistic. An early biographer said,
"Francis was the admiration of all his peers and
strove to outdo the rest of his group in the
pomp of vainglory, in jokes, in strange doings,
in idle and useless talk, in songs, in soft and
flowing garments, for he was very rich."

Yet, there was another side to his character. It
was known that he would sometimes give a
coin to a beggar and had a compassion for
those about him in need.

Francis - the Soldier
Caught up in all the fashions of his day, Francis
longed to be a famous knight like his heroes.
When war broke out in 1202 between Assisi
and neighbouring Perugia, Francis was eager
to fight for the honour of his town. He was
captured in battle, taken in chains and thrown
into a dungeon where he spent a year. He was
ransomed by his father and was returned to
Assisi a sick and broken man but with a subtle
change occurring in his heart.
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Mu corner On Tuesday this week, |
completed ten years of
service/ministry in the parish—the first 3 and
a bit years as parish secretary, and almost 7
now as Pastoral Associate. In many ways, it
feels as if I’ve just arrived. In others, it feels
like 10 years and a lot more. The feeling of
newness centres around the freshness of each
encounter | have with you, the continuing
sense of surprise and amazement | find in the
ways you live out your faith and care for one
another, the sharing of your joys and
successes, your stories and hopes and dreams.
The feeling of having been here a long time
has a lot to do with familiarity, knowing
I belong in many ways. It’s about the hugs and
smiles, about listening to your news and both
delighting in the good stories and feeling the
pain of the sad ones. In 10 years, | have grown
and changed so much—in myself, in my faith
life, in experience of others, in compassion
and flexibility and openness and knowledge.
I still forget names, still don’t know everyone,
have odd days when | wish | was 67 and
retired. Mostly, however, | have a deep sense
of gratitude in my heart for the gift of my time
here. Thank you all—
and thank you to God as well.
Fiz Claxk, cPastoral gRssociate

BISHOP CHRISTOPHER PROWSE
APPOINTED EIGHTH BISHOP OF SALE
Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Bishop
Christopher Prowse as the eighth Catholic
Bishop of Sale.

He succeeds Bishop Jeremiah Coffey who
retired eighteen months ago.

Bishop Prowse, 55, was born in
Melbourne. He is a former Vicar General
of Melbourne and was appointed Auxiliary
Bishop of Melbourne in 2003.

The Solemn Mass and Liturgical
Reception of Bishop Prowse as Bishop of
Sale will be take place at St Mary’s
Cathedral, Sale, 2pm on Wednesday, 15th
July 2009.

Archbishop Hart has said, “All are
welcome to a Farewell Mass which Bishop
Prowse will celebrate at St Patrick's
Cathedral Melbourne on Friday 10th July
at 7.30 pm followed by light refreshments
in the Lansdowne Room of the Diocesan
centre next to the Cathedral.”

NEW SCHOOL BUILDING

Last week the school took occupancy of
the new building. All the new furniture and
equipment was installed and the Grade
3/4 children have moved into their new
classrooms. Fr Anthoni blessed the new
building on Friday morning before a tour of
the building. After a long wait this is very
exciting for our school community. The are
a few outstanding jobs to complete. The
outstanding works are in production and
will be completed in the next few weeks.
Building Education Revolution—-Update
We received feedback from an
independent quantity surveyor on the
builders’ tender for the Primary Schools of
the 21st Century project. The feedback
indicated that the quotation based on the
Tender Documentation and Scope of
Works was assessed to be fair and
reasonable. We have had confirmation
that the project will commence before the
end of June. We will have more definite
plans for the staging of the project next
week.

BROCHURES ON BLESSED MARY
MACKILLOP ARE AVAILABLE AT THE
PARISH HOUSE.

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S—JULY 5
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm M&A O'Connor, V Bellis,
A&E Fabian

8.00am C Chin, J Reid

10.00am K de Lacy, C Hangan, E Kimmet,
E Clark, W Tan, A Leonard,
M Sinclair

5.00pm P Aldag

Ministers of the Word

6.00pm M Jeffares, M Rossely
8.00am B Reid

10.00am L Hughes, M Hughes
5.00pm E Umashankar, L Sanelli
Welcomers

6.00pm B&M O’Shaighnessy

10.00am Hangan family
Children’s Liturgy

July 19—16th Sunday OT—Group A
Altar Linen

June 28 H Emery

July 5 E O'Brien

Counters

June 28 H Kerwin, M O'Connor
July 5 L&B Cohen
Collectors 5pm

June 28 L Soulsby

July 5 | Mahlstedt

Rosary Statue

June 28—M&H Keown, 29 Loraine Ave, BHN
July 5—F&G Machado, 255 Union Rd, SH
Morning Tea (after 10am Mass at SFX)

June 28 E VDW, R Bastianpillai
July 5 V Bellis, P Linden
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

June 28 R Bidinost

July 5 J Adamo

Lettori

June 28 V Peluso, M Salamone
July 5 A D'Alessandro, L Ferola

Ministri dell’Eucarista

June 28 G Tabacchiera, D Amato
July 5 G Massarotti, R Bidinost

ST CLARE'S—JULY 5

Ministers of the Word

9.00am A McGovern, M Hardy, C Abiad
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am D Hardy, J Murphy, | D’Amato
Piety Stall—July 5

Ministers to the Sick call on families
during the week. If you or someone in
your family is unable to come to Mass,
please let us know at the office and we
can arrange for a Minister to visit you at
home.

POINTS TO PONDER
‘How often as we face the challenges
of daily life do we succumb to fear?
Whatever the situation we can let fear
cripple us or we can draw on our faith
and take up the challenge. In your own
network of family friends and
colleagues you know someone who has
had to deal with their own illness or
personal crisis. We trust the doctors
and others who minister to us and
those we love. But to overcome the
fear we have the great gift of faith to
make us stronger in these times. Pray
that the Lord will strengthen your
faith daily and especially in those
moments when fear threatens to
overcome.’

YEAR OF ST PAUL

EPH 1:18  May he enlighten the
eyes of your mind so that you can see
what hope his call holds for you, what

rich glories he has promised the
saints will inherit and how infinitely
great is the power that he has
exercised for us believers.

We welcome all new parishioners. Please
complete one of the blue forms at the
back of the church, and place on
collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier's and St Clare’s.




MOTHER MARY MACKILLOP PILGRIMAGE 2009

STAGE 1 - WALKING PILGRIMAGE IN MELBOURNE

Sunday June 14th
Meet at 1pm at Box Hill Tram Stop (Terminus)
Visits to: i] Her birthplace
li]  Latrobe St site of a “Providence”
lii] St Francis Church
Iv] View (outside) of Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre in
Albert St, East Melbourne
(Brochure will be available for pilgrims)

STAGE 2_VISIT TO MARY MACKILLOP MUSEUM %

Sunday July 26th - 2pm-4pm |
Meet at 1pm at Box Hill Tram Stop (Terminus)
At Mary Mackillop Heritage Centre in Albert St, East Melbourne
Refreshments provided
Retail Therapy available! (shop will be open)

STAGE 3—VISIT TO SYDNEY

Weekend of August 21st—23rd
Principal visit to Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney

At North Sydney, Mary MacKillop Place, there is the Museum & the tomb/grave of Mary
MacKillop

To arrange accommodation & airfares, some pilgrims may wish to make their own
arrangements. For times of flights & accommodation, etc, if others (maybe most) need
them—Fr Bob suggests:

Mr Gus Uberti

Pellegrino Travel

281 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood 3134
9870 9055

email: gus@pellegrinotravel.com.au

If you wish to accompany Fr Bob, the arrangements are:
i] Leave Melbourne airport around midday Friday (Aug 21)
ii]  Stay at Meriton Apartments, Bondi Junction
(very close to public transport)
lii]  Return Sunday evening - or maybe stay on if you wish

Approximate cost for the accommodation & airfares is
$500 per person.

ALL BOOKINGS SHOULD BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH
PELLEGRINO TRAVEL




