Newsletter for the Parishes of
St Clare and St Francis Xavier

In the care of the
Franciscan Friars

We warmly welcome all
parishioners and visitors to
today’s Eucharist.

Our responses today are:

Entrance Antiphon

Lord, hear my voice when | call to you.
You are my help; do not cast me off,
do not desert me, my Saviour God.

Psalm Response
Lord, forgive the wrong | have done.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! God first loved us and
sent his Son to take away our sins.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
One thing | seek: to dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life.
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This week

Be [aVishly 8enerous to someone this
week - with your time, your aetention,
your care and concern.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the people of St Francis
Xavier's & St Clare’s parishes, seek
to live Christ-centred lives,
celebrating God’s presence & our
faith values through worship,
outreach, service, justice &
hospitality.

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

June 13th, 2010—Year C
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Some of you might be wondering why we need
a strategic plan for parish life; our parishes are
doing reasonably well and most people are
happy with how things are progressing.
Precisely this is why we need a pastoral plan -
to continue to develop our parish life and to
respond with changes that correspond to the
contemporary world. Apart from a few staff in
the parish office and the school staff, everything
else that happens here depends on your
generosity, gifts, talents, ideas, wisdom and
contribution; you are our greatest resource.

Parishioners from St Clare and St Francis
Xavier enjoy a rich history of these two
parishes. Our stories are intertwined now, after
the partnership of the parishes; we have come a
long way from the struggles of uncertainty in
the early days to a comfortable co-existence
now. We have pulled our resources together
and share in the many activities, and in a way
these have helped to provide and cater for the
different needs of our parishioners and helped
us to think beyond parochial boundaries.

I would like to think that we offer opportunities
for everyone to be part of parish life and to be
involved.

We are called to be the Church in this area; we
are Christ’s disciples and his body. As a
Christian community our expectations are very
different to other groups. | would hope that all
that we are and what we do flows from Christ.
To be relevant and in a position to nourish the
lives of our people we need to read the signs of
time, to pray and to reflect, and to listen to God
and to each other before planning, preparing
and acting. As Pope Benedict said, at the mass
for Pentecost, “When a person or a community
closes in on its own way of thinking and acting,
it is the sign of a turning away from the Holy
Spirit.” It is not possible to do all that we wish
but it is important to discern where the Spirit is
leading us to as a parish and to respond to it as
individuals and collectively as a community.

I hope the Strategic Plan will be a guide and a
tool for our discerning community.

Fr Anthoni ofm

Parish of St Francis Xavier
1087 Whitehorse Road

Box Hill 3128
Telephone 9890 2231
Facsimile 9898 4392

email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au
www.scsfx.org.au

SFX Primary School 9890 1108
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au

Parish of St Clare

138 Woodhouse Grove

North Box Hill, 3129

Telephone 9898 5080

email: sfxbh@celestial.com.au
]

This newsletter is also
available on our website:

www.scsfx.org.au

READINGS FOR
THIS WEEK

The Lord God forgave your sin;
you will not die.

I live now, not with my own life
but with the life of Christ who
lives in me.

Her many sins were forgiven her,

because she has shown great

love.
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1 Kg 21:1-16; Mt 5:38-42
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1 Kg 21:17-29; Mt 5:43-48
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2 Kg 2:1, 6-14; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
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Sirach 48:1-14; Mt 6:7-15
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2Kg 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Mt 6:19-23
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2 Chr 24:17-25; Mt 6:24-34

NEXT SUNDAY
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FRIARS OF THE PARISHES
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj ofm
Parish Priest

Fr Benignus Clowes ofm
Assistant Priest

Fr Bob Matthews ofm
Assistant Priest

Pastoral Associate—Liz Clark

SEX Parish Office Hours:

9.30 am to 4.30 pm

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Friday
Parish Secretary— Monique Waring

St Clare’s Parish Office Hours:
Wednesday & Friday

9.00 am—10.30 am

Parish Secretary—Dianna Hardy

In the event of needing a
priest urgently, please
telephone 9890 2231 at any
time of the day.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Liz Clark
Pat Cleary Dianna Hardy
Breta Cohen Carmel Purdey

Ann-Marie Diggins
Jane D'Souza
Anthony Kennedy
Peter Leonard
Next meeting : 1 July 2010

Monique Waring
(ex-officio)

LITURGY TIMES

St Clare’s

Sunday 9.00am
Weekdays:

Wed, Fri & Sat 9.00 am
Confessions Sat  9.30—10 am

St Francis Xavier’s

Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm
Sunday 8.00 am
10.00am
(Italian) 11.30 am
5.00 pm

Weekdays: Mon—Fri - 12 noon
Confessions:

Saturday  4.00—5 .00 pm
other times by appointment in
either Parish

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS
Bookings can be made with the

St FX Parish Office for each Parish,
and celebrated in the church
requested. This is to avoid double
bookings. Anyone wishing to have a
child baptised should give four to six
weeks notice, so that the family can
be visited & parents can attend a
preparation course.

BAPTISMS
St Francis Xavier's—
1st and 3rd Sundays of month only,
12.30 pm
St Clare’s—2nd Sunday, 11.30 am

SUNDAY 13 JUNE SPECIAL COLLECTION-ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL
MORNING TEA AT ST CLARE’S AFTER 9AM MASS
11.30Am | 1 BAPTISM AT ST CLARE’S
MONDAY 14 JUNE 8.30AM | SENIOR MIXED SoCIAL TENNIS GROUP @ SFX
(CALL JuDY REID 9878 4212 OR JUST TURN UP)
TUESDAY 15 JUNE 12.45PM | LEGION OF MARY (SFX PHMR)
3.00-3.30Pm | PRAYERS IN SFX CHURCH (SEE BELOW)
WEDNESDAY 16 JUNE 8.30Am | TENNIS GROUP (As MONDAY)
9AM-11AM | PLAYGROUP AT ST CLARE’S. CONTACT TRUDY
FRANKENSTEINER 9899 5252.
7.30PM | FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT/CHILD PLANNING
MEDITATION GROUP WiLL RECOMMENCE WEDNESDAY 23 JULY
THURSDAY 17 JUNE 1.15PM | AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB—BINGO IN SFX PHMR
FRIDAY 18 JUNE 7.30-9.00PMm | BIBLE DiscussioN GROUP (SFX PHMR)
SATURDAY 19 JUNE 9.00AM | PARISH WALKING GROUP. MEET AT SFX PARISH HOUSE
SUNDAY 20 JUNE 12.30Pm | 3 BAPTISMS AT SFX
AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB ORDINARY TIME

This week, the Autumn Friendship Club is
having BINGO, at 1.15 pm. in the SFX Parish
House Meeting Room. The following week is
our final get-together for the term; we will
attend midday mass at SFX and then have
lunch at Box Hill RSL. There will be transport
available from the church after mass. All
parishioners and their friends are welcome at
our activities. Information - Judy - 9878 4212.

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER

Father Anthoni is considering the creation of a
new website & a different layout for the weekly
newsletter. If you are interested in providing
some input, please call the parish office.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Parishes thank Veronika Bellis for the
important contribution she has made to parish
life by her involvement in the Parish Pastoral
Council over the past three years. Her generous
gifts of time and expertise, and own unique
talents have been truly appreciated.

ST CLARE'S CHURCH

Anthony Kennedy, Pat Fitzgerald, Kathy &
Julian Sakowski met for the first time last
Monday night with Fr Anthoni to start the
process of planning regarding the refurbishment
of St Clare’s Church.

PENTECOST IS ON-GOING

On Pentecost Sunday, 23 May 2010, Pope
Benedict XVI explained that ‘the mystery of
Pentecost is the true “Baptism” of the Church,
but it does not finish there. In fact, the Church
lives constantly in the effusion of the Holy Spirit
without which she would exhaust her energies
like a sailing ship without wind.

‘Pentecost is renewed especially in certain
particularly intense moments, both at the local
and universal level, in small assemblies and in
great gatherings. ... Thus, there is no Church
without Pentecost. And, | would like to add,
there is no Pentecost without the Virgin Mary.
So it was at the beginning, in the Cenacle. ... So
it is always, in all places and times. | myself
witnessed as much a few days ago in Fatima,
Portugal. What did that immense multitude
experience on the esplanade of the shrine, if not
a renewed Pentecost?’

‘Today we return to what is called “Ordinary
Time” in the Church. Each year the yearly
cycle of the Church calendar unfolds the entire
mystery of Christ from Advent, through
Christmas, Lent and Easter and finally to the
feast of Christ the King. We also remember
and celebrate the lives of the Saints on special
feast days and anniversaries.’

PRAYER GROUP

Each Tuesday - 3.00-3.30pm in SFX church,
you are invited to join a group of school
parents & parishioners as we pray for the
needs & concerns of our world, our families,
our parish & school.

Parents are encouraged to arrive early for
school pick up, & spend a short time in prayer.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011

Madrid, Spain in August 2011

Travelling with the official Melbourne
Pilgrimage Group

WYD2011 will be quite a different experience
to the previous World Youth Day in Sydney,
for both pilgrims and coordinators. As a resullt,
the Archdiocese will be investing significant
resources to ensure that we can provide a
safe, spiritual and successful journey to WYD.
An official Melbourne pilgrimage group is
being organised to provide pilgrims with a
cost-efficient and safe journey to World Youth
Day. Annaliese Wursthorn has been appointed
the WYD Coordinator and will work within the
Archdiocesan Office for Youth team to develop
suitable pilgrimage options for those travelling
from the Melbourne Archdiocese. To contact
her, phone (03) 9412 3326 or email
wyd201ll@cam.org.au OR
annaliese.wursthorn@cam.org.au

Pray 2010: A Place for Everyone

Whether you struggle with how to pray, desire
to understand the Eucharist more, want to
learn about a new form of prayer or go deeper
with a prayer style with which you are familiar,
then Pray 2010 offers a wide range of prayer
workshops and presentations to meet your
needs. For the full program go to:
www.pray2010.org.au




ANEW SERIES: ‘'MARY MACKILLOP -
ANAUSTRALIANLIKEUS - NO 10

On 15 August 1867, Sister Mary MacKillop took
both her first Vows as a Religious and the title
‘of the Cross’: a call to lifetime courage. After
the most extraordinary cross, her 1871
excommunication from the Catholic Church,
Mary was able to say ‘I felt nearer to God than
I had ever felt before’ and afterwards to her
mother she wrote ‘My path, dearest Mamma,
will yet be that of the Cross.’ (1872)

Provided by Sr Marie White rsj of the Sisters of
St Joseph - www.sosj.org.au. For further
information, see www.marymackillop.org.au
and www.cathnews.com.au

PRAYER-LETTING GO, LETTING BE

‘Mary’s prayer is one of letting be — let it be
done as God wills. The prayer of Mary is
receptive to the movement of the Holy Spirit, it
is being still enough to listen and to hear. This
is the work of Mary — to listen, to hear and to
allow the grace of the Holy Spirit to work the
marvels within her.

‘Mary’s prayer is one of letting go and with
Mary we must say ‘let it go’ to all the obstacles
that prevent us from being open to God’s
possibilities and presence in our lives, in every
moment. Only when we let it be and let it go
are we able to respond to God’s presence in
our lives with “Let it be done as God wills,
because the Almighty works marvels in me.”
Provided by the Benedictine Sisters,
Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo

My corner

Well, winter has certainly arrived
with a bang. It's freezing! Everyone seems to be
hidden from head to toe under hats, scarves, coats,
boots and gloves. Even the dogs are coated up for
their daily walks! | admit that | have succumbed to
turning on the electric blanket a couple of times.
Only the spiders seem to be happy staying up all
night spinning webs that catch the unwary in the
morning. The sun does a daily trick of emerging
around lunch time, allowing me to think it might be
a bit warmer outside—but the icy wind tells me very
quickly that it's not so. On days and nights like this,
I think of the homeless people in our cities. | can't
imagine what it would be like to sleep under a bush,
in a doorway, in a rubbish skip, or in a falling down
house that should be condemned. What is it like to
carry all your belongings in plastic bags, trying to
keep them clean and dry? How could you manage
to get your clothing washed and dried in the
drizzle? How do you keep your feet warm? How do
you even have a shower or a shave? And where
can you find warm, sustaining food? With what
dread these people must look towards each
evening. At this stage we can say “thank God for St
VdP", or for the Salvos for that matter. We need to
do much more than that, however. Unless we are
prepared to give generously from the good things
we have, we are merely paying lip service to our
feelings of compassion. So this weekend, | urge
everyone to make a real effort to give as much as
you can afford to the Vinnies appeal. Offer at least
the cost of a good meal, or a warm room, or a new
pair of shoes if you can. And count your blessings.

Liz Clark, Pastoral Associate

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL

The highlight of this week has been the
review visit by Maree Xuereb. Many
conversations have been held. | thank staff,
students and parents for your cooperation
and participation. As | have said previously
this is an important element of the more
strategic process of school improvement.
We have begun to develop the School
Improvement Plan 2010-2014. We will
continue this process with Anne Killen, the
Regional Principal Consultant from the
CEO. Both Anne and Maree expressed
their gratitude to the SFX community for the
level of cooperation they experienced here.
I have put onto the intranet the school’s Self
Reflection Report which was presented to
the reviewer. You are welcome to read it. It
is an in-depth analysis of the goals set in
2006 and the school’s performance in
achieving these goals.

Carmel Purdey, Principal

“BETTER SCHOOLS" FUNDRAISER AT
FOREST HILL CHASE

It is time to “shop ‘til you drop” for our
school. FOREST HILL CHASE'S Better
Schools Fundraiser: Forest Hill Chase is
offering Schools the chance to share in cash
and prizes simply by shopping there.

To support our school present receipts for
anything and everything you buy at Forest
Hill to the Customer Service Desk near
Target, and SFX will earn 1 point for every
$1 spent. There is also a box in the SFX
church porch where you can place your
receipts if you are unable to drop them in at
Forest Hill personally.

If you shop on a Tuesday you earn double
points at all retailers, whilst every $1 spent
at any fresh food retailer will also earn
double points each and every day !!

A GHANDI STORY

Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948), the great
Indian statesman and spiritual leader, was
noted for his unusual humanity and
selflessness — as this story shows. Gandhi
was boarding a train one day with a number
of companions, when one of his shoes fell
off and disappeared in the gap between the
train and platform. Unable to retrieve it, he
took off his other shoe and threw it down by
the first. Seeing the puzzlement of his fellow
travellers, Gandhi explained that a poor
person who finds a single shoe is no better
off - what's really helpful is finding a pair of
shoes. Separately, Gandhi was once asked
what he thought of Western Civilisation.

He replied: ‘I think that it would be a very
good idea.’

CathNews provides online Catholic news,
both from Australia and abroad, five
mornings a week. To receive CathNews,
please visit: http://www.cathnews.com,
where you can set up a free subscription.

ROSTERS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER’'S—June 20
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion

6.00pm E&A Fabian, M&A O’Connor,
E Colafella
8.00am  F Neyland, J Reid

10.00am M Hughes, K de Lacy, F Fitzgerald,
C Hangan, E Kimmet, V&G Mooney

5.00pm M T Francisco
Ministers of the Word
6.00pm R Meyers, L Norton
8.00am F Neyland

10.00am M Edwards, P Fitzgerald

5.00pm J O'Brien, M Felix
Welcomers
6.00pm  M&A O’Connor

10.00am VOLUNTEERS PLEASE!
Children’s Liturgy
June 20—120T C—Group C

Altar Linen

June 13 P Turner

June 20 P Fitzgerald
Counters

June 13 B&C Parsons
June 20 J Reid, M Rossely
Collectors 5pm

June 13 P Aldag

June 20 A Cutts

Rosary Statue

June 13—C Mirabella, 159 Woodhouse Gve
June 20—J] Malcontenti, 127 Woodhouse Gve
ITALIAN MASS

Commentator

June 13 P Grech

June 20 G Amato

Lettori

June 13 J Adamo, C Ingrosso

June 20 G Tabacchiera, G Amato
Ministri dell’Eucarista

June 13 D Amato, M Salamone
June 20 G Massarotti, D Amato

ST CLARE'S—JUNE 20

Ministers of the Word

9.00am—M Clark, J Sakowski, P Sakowski
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion
9.00am—J Murphy, D Tan, A McGovern,

P O'Brien, D Wolbers, P Wolbers, H Keown
Piety Stall—June 20

9.00am—E Boyle

POINTS TO PONDER

+ What are the rituals of
wejcome ¢ honour we give to
Jesus today?

+ “Your faith has saved you; go
/h peace.” What does this
phrase mean to you?

From Fr Ben

An elderly parishioner recently said to
me: “Father, I'm getting old”. | said,
“Don't let anyone tell you you're
getting old. You're not getting old.
You are old”.

We welcome all new parishioners.
Please complete one of the blue forms
at the back of the church, and place on

collection plate/in box provided.

A parish rep. will contact you to
welcome you and advise you of the
activities and organisations at St
Francis Xavier’s and St Clare’s.




